
Highland Baptist Church 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 19, 2023 
 
 

8:45 and 11:15 a.m. 

Encountering another human being is as close to God  
as I may ever get: in the eye-to-eye thing,  

the person-to-person thing,  
which is where God’s Beloved  

has promised to show up. 
  

~ Barbara Brown Taylor,  
   An Altar in the World   



Invitation to Worship  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 
Call to Worship †  restoration
 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy 

 

Come, ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall;  
if you tarry till you’re better, you will never come at all. 

 
A TIME FOR CONTRITION 

 
Meditation  J. Brahms 

Create in Me 
Create in me, O God, a pure heart, and grant a right spirit within me.  
Silence  

 
Prayer of Confession   Renee Purtlebaugh 

 

Holy One, when we are weary, there is little energy to notice the places within us that long  
to be re-created. There is little space to receive grace when we have been decidedly hard  
on ourselves. Forgive our rigidity and our desire to push forward toward perfection  
rather than allowing you to encircle us with the gifts of care and wholeness. May we see ourselves 
and others as you see us – beautiful, valued, and worthy of connection to and with You, the One 
who inspires the living of our days. Amen.   

 
Lenten Refrain    

     

I will arise and go to Jesus, He will embrace me in His arms;   
In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms. 

 
Words of Assurance  Renee Purtlebaugh 
 
Hymn of Assurance (540) †   ye banks and braes 
 We Cannot Measure How You Heal 
 
Exchange of Peace  Paul Henderson 

 
A TIME FOR PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 

 
Prayer of Praise    Nancy Goodhue (8:45) 

Matthew Neal (11:15) 
 
Hymn of Praise (306) †   madrid
 Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
 
The Hebrew Lesson    Justin Sizemore 
 Psalm 23 (Pew Bible page 491—OT) 
 
 
 
 

† For those who are able, we invite you to stand. 



Anthem  Daniel Gawthrop 
Sing Me to Heaven 

 

In my heart’s sequestered chambers lie truths stripped of poet’s gloss.  
Words alone are vain and vacant, and my heart is mute.  
In response to aching silence memory summons half-heard voices,  
And my soul finds primal eloquence and wraps me in song.  
If you would comfort me, sing me a lullaby.  
If you would win my heart, sing me a love song.  
If you would mourn me and bring me to God,  
Sing me a requiem, sing me to heaven.  
Touch in me all love and passion, pain and pleasure,  
Touch in me grief and comfort; love and passion, pain and pleasure . 
Sing me a lullaby, a love song, a requiem.  
Love me, comfort me, bring me to God.  
Sing me a love song. Sing me to heaven.  

 

A TIME FOR PROCLAMATION 
 

The Gospel Lesson †  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 John 9:1-11  (Pew Bible page 100—NT) 

Children grades K-2 may be dismissed for Children’s Worship (11:15) 
 

Sermon   

Embodying Lent: A Journey Toward Seeing One Another   
 

A TIME FOR RENEWAL AND RESPONSE 
 

Hymn of Response  (71) †   slane
 Be Thou My Vision 
 

Offertory Prayer    Allison Todd (8:45) 
Steven Michael Carr (11:15) 

 

Offertory                                                                         Jeff Cranfill 
Amazing Grace 

Highland Orchestra 
 

News for the Community  Lauren Jones Mayfield  
 

In response to your decision, we welcome you! We covenant to be the family of God for you in this place. 
We hope to learn from you, give to you, and receive from you, as we journey in faith together. 

 

For the ministries that shape the life of our community, thanks be to God. 
 

Doxology †  wondrous love 
 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing!  
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great “I AM,” while millions join the theme,  
I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing!  

 

Benediction  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 

Postlude                                 Sondra Tucker 

Be Thou My Vision 



Today in Worship 
 
Highland’s deacons (wearing identification name tags) are available at various locations for prayer, questions or  
information. Deacons are lay ministers of the church who have been called to a ministry of service. 
 
Graham Hines created the original art for our Lenten bulletin today.  Graham is a 4th grader who loves chess, art and 
playing basketball and baseball. He really likes music, has a good sense of humor and loves puns. Please express your 
gratitude to Graham for sharing his gifts to enrich our Lenten journey.  
 
Listening Assist Devices are available. Please see our sound technician or an usher for assistance. 
 
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved. 

Notes and News for the Community of Faith 

 

A thinking, feeling, healing 
community of faith 

Our Mission... God’s Love compels us to cultivate a safe, welcoming 
community of faith where all are challenged to discover, grow, and 
serve, as together we boldly live out the worship that is our very lives. 
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• We are thrilled to officially welcome Paul Henderson for his first Sunday as our Minister of Music and Worship at 
Highland! Paul and his wife, Kim, are so grateful for the wholehearted welcome they have received from you over the past 
couple of weeks and look forward to journeying with Highland in the days ahead. 

 
• This Easter we will once again adorn our Sanctuary with beautiful Easter lilies. You are invited to purchase a lily for 

$15 in memory/in honor/in appreciation of a family member, friend, or loved one. The deadline for orders is Sunday, 
April 2. Check your newsletter for the online ordering form or contact Cheryl in the church office at 502-451-3735 or 
cheryl@hbclouisville.org. 

 

• Wednesday Nights—Continuing on March 22 and 29, Mary Alice Birdwhistell and Lauren Jones Mayfield will co-teach 
a class on our Lenten theme, Embodying Wholeness, using the book This Here Flesh: Spirituality, Liberation, and the  
Stories that Make Us by Cole Arthur Riley.  Join us on Wednesdays in the Fellowship Hall at 6:15 PM. 

 
• Looking Ahead: 
          Sunday, April 2:         Palm Sunday 
          Wednesday, April 5:       No Regular Wednesday Night Activities; Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal at 6:30 PM 
          Thursday, April 6:            Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 PM 
          Friday, April 7:                 Tenebrae Service at 7:00 PM 
          Sunday, April 9:               Easter Sunday Worship at 8:45 and 11:15 AM 
          Easter Breakfast on the Lawn from 10:00-11:00 AM (No Bible Study classes) 
          Saturday, May 13:           Jean Janes Yard Sale 
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