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Creating welcoming spaces for all is more important than ever in our increasingly polarized society.
Highland provides just such a space - a place where all are welcome. At Highland, we believe that
everyone is created in God's image and deserving of love and respect. We seek to live out this
belief by creating an inclusive community where all are welcome regardless of age, race, religion,
sexual orientation, or gender identity.
Your pledge to the Sacred Space for Everyone Campaign will help Highland continue to be a
welcoming place for people. The campaign enables Highland to remain a vibrant community of
faith. As a result, we can reach out to more people and continue our mission.

Thank you for your support! Together we can make a difference by creating a place where love
wins.

#SacredSpaceforEveryone
Instructions for living a life:
Pay attention.
Be astonished.
Tell about it.
-Mary Oliver
When we began dreaming about this month’s capital campaign, we gathered a focus group
together and asked them to tell us about their experiences at Highland. The reality is that most of
us pass quite a few other churches on our way to Highland. Some of you travel up to an hour, from
different parts of Kentucky or from across the river in Indiana to get to Highland. And we asked
WHY? Why here? Why this community? This particular space?

One person talked about how Highland had created a safe space for them and others within
the LGBTQ community to be themselves – just as God had created them to be.
One couple talked about how, over time, Highland had been a space of healing for them in a
particularly difficult time of their lives. That these pews – the songs – this community- held
space for them and with them, week after week, reminding them that they were not alone.
One person shared how Highland nurtured a brave space for them to do the hard work of
justice God was calling them to do in the world.
Another shared that Highland was a space of radical welcome and authenticity – certainly not
perfect and not without its flaws, but also unlike any other faith community that they had ever
experienced before.

One by one, they talked about what makes this community sacred space to them – because
Highland is a space where for over 125 years now, God keeps showing up.
And so, throughout this month’s Sacred Space campaign, we are asking you to pay attention, be
astonished, and tell about it – just like Mary Oliver says! We want to highlight and share stories
with one another about the ways that we have found holy ground among this community of faith.
How has Highland held space for you in the midst of a difficult season? Where or how have you
found sacred space? And ultimately, we want to ask ourselves, how is God inviting us to give back
so that others might also encounter the unique kind of space that they need on their life journeys,
too.
We invite you to share your own stories and pictures with us – and with each other - throughout
this month. You can post them on social media using the hashtag #SacredSpaceforEveryone. Or,
you can send them in via email and we will share them here in the church newsletter, too.

Highland Family at Prayer
As we begin this month’s campaign efforts, we want to ask you to covenant with us in prayer.
Would you consider taking a few specific dates and times to pray for Highland this month? Each
day of October, more and more times open up until we can cover our faith community in prayer all
hours of the day. You can sign up at this link:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14g6A6V5TWOFDQBFpTQhrvCMMSMxRyqVAcmTeorzh
xgw/edit#gid=1539129809
For more information, contact Alan Spade from the Steering Committee.

Associate Pastor to Youth and Young Adults Search Update
Our search committee for an Associate Pastor to Youth and Young Adults is thrilled to share that
we have arrived at a final candidate for this position! We are in the last stages of our conversation
with the candidate and anticipating a call weekend October 28-30. Our entire search committee is
so eager and excited about this candidate and their fit for ministry with us at Highland, and we
can’t wait to share more information with you in the coming days. For now, please hold the date of
this anticipated weekend, and we will share more information with you ASAP.

Robert P. Jones to Visit Highland Baptist Church
Mark your calendars! Robert P. Jones, the author of “White Too Long” and “The End of White
Christian America” will be visiting Highland on October 15 and 16!
On Saturday October 15 from 9:30 AM to Noon we will have a mini lecture, panel discussion, and
Q & A session with Robert P. Jones. This will be an excellent way to learn more about his work of
seeking racial justice and repair in American Christianity by confronting a history of white
supremacy. We hope to have a large, engaged group of Highland Baptist congregants joining us
that morning to reflect on Jones’ work and its applications in our own community. Please email
erin@hbclouisville.org by to RSVP by Wednesday, October 12 for the October 15 program.
Jones will preach in both services on Sunday October 16, providing a different opportunity for
reflection and spiritual engagement. Do you know someone who might be interested in Jones’
message of being honest about the church’s history? Invite them to join us for this meaningful
service!

These experiences with Robert P. Jones are chances for us all to navigate the space between the
question mark and exclamation point that Mary Alice named in her most recent sermon. We hope
that whether you’ve been deeply engaged in reading Jones’ books or you’re just beginning the
process of considering racism in American Christian history that you’ll join us for this meaningful
weekend.
If there is interest and/or need, we may offer care for young children during the Saturday morning
event. If you are interested in care for your child(ren) during the Saturday morning session, please
RSVP to megan@hbclouisville.org no later than Thursday, October 6.
“Ultimately, the construction of a new foundation will require white Americans to do something we
have never been willing to do: reanimate our own histories and confront a violent and unflattering

past.” - Robert P. Jones, White Too Long
~ Erin Phelps

Quarterly Church Conference Scheduled for November 6
Save the date for Sunday, November 6 at 5 pm for our Quarterly Church Conference on Zoom!
We’ll hear the usual reports on church membership and finances, as well as vote on several
proposed changes to Highland’s Bylaws brought to you by Ministry Council via the Bylaws Task
Force. A copy of the proposed changes will be available on October 18, two weeks prior to the
QCC, and a Congregational Conversation will be held via Zoom for those with questions or
curiosities on October 23. Any questions? Reach out to Molly Braun or David Bannister, Chair and
Vice-Chair of Ministry Council respectively.

The October 5 menu will be Beef Chili, Cornbread, Pimento Cheese, Garden Salad.
The October 12 menu will be Asian sweet and spicy chicken, steamed veggies, brown rice.
Want to reserve a spot? Fill out this form by Monday, October 10 at noon to make your
reservation for the October 12 supper. If you want to be at all Wednesday Night Suppers we
heartily encourage making Standing Reservations.
Payments can be made via cash or check as you arrive, but we also encourage paying ahead via
https://hbclouisville.org/give/payments/. Note: those with standing reservations can make
payments for the whole month (or more!).
For any Wednesday Night Supper cancellations, please email erin@hbclouisville.org or call the
Highland Baptist office (502-451-3735) by Monday at noon before each week’s supper
~ Erin Phelps

October 5

Cloud of Witness (6:15 PM) - Kim Clark-Endicott, Roz Heinz, & Loren Townsend

October 12

Sacred Space for Everyone: Presentation and Conversation (6:15 PM)

October 15

Coffee & conversation with Robert P. Jones, author of White Too Long

(9:30 AM-12:00 Noon), RSVP by Oct. 12
October 16
October 23

Robert P. Jones proclaiming in Sunday worship (both services)
Sacred Space for Everyone and Annual Ministry Fund Commitment Sunday

October 30

Sacred Space for Everyone Celebration & Fall Festival on the Lawn

November 6

(3:00-5:00 PM)
Quarterly Church Conference on Zoom (5:00 PM)

November 20

An Evensong Service of Music in Honor of Kathy Collier (5:00 PM)

Streaming Worship Links
Below are the links to stream the worship service each Sunday at Highland. Please bookmark
them since they remain the same from week-to-week!
https://www.facebook.com/hbclouisville.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY7dObZSxKl_X5h4DGqE_5w

Financial Reports

Louisville Homicides
Please join us in prayer and action as we remember those who have been killed in recent weeks in
our city. We grieve with those who mourn, while we also maintain a hope that one day, all things
will be made new.
Vincent Miller, 40, killed September 17
Shaquila Sprately, 28, killed September 17
Ricky Jones, Jr., 42, killed September 17
Kierrea Stone-Gonzalez, 23, killed September 21
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