View this email in your browser

The Weekly Newsletter of Highland Baptist Church
September 27, 2022

“…for the place on which you are standing is holy ground” (Exodus 3:5)
When God tells Moses at the burning bush to take off his sandals because he is standing on holy
ground, I wonder what sets apart that particular space as holy? After all, there isn’t anything
significant about the wilderness where Moses has taken his sheep. As Bible scholar Terence
Fretheim points out, “There is no sign that this is a holy place. Yet it would not be the last time that
God appeared to shepherds ‘keeping watch over their flocks’ in the wilderness with an
announcement of peace and goodwill.”[1]
It’s a reminder that God shows up in all sorts of spaces, through all kinds of people, and in all kinds
of surprising ways. Perhaps what designates a space as “holy” is just that – it’s a space where God
shows up with us.
God has been showing up among us in the sacred space at the corner of Grinstead and
Cherokee for over 125 years now! Throughout this month’s Sacred Space campaign, we want to

highlight and share stories with one another about the ways that we have found holy ground
among this community of faith. How has Highland created space for you? How have you
encountered sacred space among this community of faith? And how can you give so that others
might find the kind of sacred space that they need in their life journeys?
The reality is that we have some long overdue work to do within our sacred space, including
replacing our irreparable HVAC system, so that Highland can continue to be a welcoming, safe,
and usable space for our community for generations to come. Our goal is to raise $2.5 million
over the next three years for this necessary work within our aging building. Alongside this goal,
we are also mindful that we need to fully-fund the ongoing ministries of Highland that empower us
to do the work of justice and Love in God’s world together. Therefore, we also hope to raise $1.3
million over the next year for our 2023 annual ministry fund.
I fully admit that I did not anticipate beginning a multi-million-dollar capital campaign during my first
years as pastor at Highland as we continue to re-build the church from the days of the pandemic.
And yet, I find myself hopeful and yes, even excited, about this campaign! And the reason I believe
so strongly in this campaign is because I believe so strongly in you, Highland! I fervently believe
that Louisville needs a church like ours. More and more people are finding us each week, for the
very first time. The fact that people drive almost an hour to Highland from surrounding counties
and across the river in Indiana, and that people stream with us online from across the country
shows how unique and how needed the work and witness of Highland is in God’s world!
Therefore, we are asking everyone who calls Highland “home” to make a dual pledge to the
Sacred Space Campaign on Sunday October 23, so that Highland can continue to be a vibrant and
vital space where all people can find welcome, healing, and courage in their journeys. So many
people will be directly impacted by this campaign: neighbors who attend our weekly AA and NA
meetings, teachers, parents, and children from Kentucky Refugee Ministries who use our space
each week, LGBTQ+ folx who have never before experienced the affirmation and love of a church
family, and so many who continue to find their way to Highland and need the sacred space that a
unique faith community like ours has to offer.
Our staff and campaign leaders are making dual pledges to the Sacred Space campaign because
we wholeheartedly believe in the work God is doing among this community of faith. I hope you will
join us so that together, we can ensure that Highland Baptist Church is a Sacred Space for
Everyone, both now and for generations to come.

[1] Fretheim, Terence E.. Exodus: Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and
Preaching. United States: Presbyterian Publishing Corporation, 2010.

~ Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Highland Welcomes New Members

Matthew Neal joined September 25, 2022

Kate Roessler joined September 25, 2022

Robert P. Jones to Visit Highland Baptist Church
Mark your calendars! Robert P. Jones, the author of “White Too Long” and “The End of White
Christian America” will be visiting Highland on October 15 and 16!
On Saturday October 15 from 9:30 AM to Noon we will have a mini lecture, panel, and Q & A
session with Robert P. Jones. This will be an excellent way to learn more about his work of seeking
racial justice and repair in American Christianity by confronting a history of white supremacy. We
hope to have a large, engaged group of Highland Baptist congregants joining us that morning to
reflect on Jones’ work and its applications in our own community. Please email
erin@hbclouisville.org by to RSVP by Wednesday, October 12 for the October 15 program.
Jones will preach in both services on Sunday October 16, providing a different opportunity for
reflection and spiritual engagement. Do you know someone who might be interested in Jones’

message of being honest about the church’s history? Invite them to join us for this meaningful
service!

These experiences with Robert P. Jones are chances for us all to navigate the space between the
question mark and exclamation point that Mary Alice named in her most recent sermon. We hope
that whether you’ve been deeply engaged in reading Jones’ books or you’re just beginning the
process of considering racism in American Christian history that you’ll join us for this meaningful
weekend.
If there is interest and/or need, we may offer care for young children during the Saturday morning
event. If you are interested in care for your child(ren) during the Saturday morning session, please
RSVP to megan@hbclouisville.org no later than Thursday, October 6.
“Confronting a theology built for white supremacy would be a critical first step for white Christians
who want to recover a connection not just to our fellow African American Christians but also to our
own identity and, more importantly, our humanity.” - Robert P. Jones, White Too Long
~ Erin Phelps

Reminder:
Because of JCPS Fall Break we will not have Wednesday Night Supper on
September 28. Dinner and all activities will resume on Wednesday, October 5.
The menu for October 5 is corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, cornbread, and salad.
Want to reserve a spot? Fill out this form by Monday, October 3 at noon to make your reservation
for the October 5 supper. If you want to be at all Wednesday Night Suppers we heartily encourage
making Standing Reservations.
Payments can be made via cash or check as you arrive, but we also encourage paying ahead via
https://hbclouisville.org/give/payments/. Note: those with standing reservations can make
payments for the whole month (or more!).
For any Wednesday Night Supper cancellations, please email erin@hbclouisville.org or call the
Highland Baptist office (502-451-3735) by Monday at noon before each week’s supper
~ Erin Phelps

Family Ministry Happenings
Have you ever wondered who the folks are that teach children in Bible study at Highland? Each
week we are featuring a children’s Bible study teacher in our Children and Family e-newsletter
called Family Ministry Happenings. Email Cheryl Davis or Renee Purtlebaugh to be added to the
list and learn more about Highland’s Children’s Bible Study Teachers where you’ll learn about folks

like Hollie Spade!

Hollie Spade (she/her)
Teaches Kindergarten and 1st grades during the Bible Study hour on Sundays.
How did you find Highland?
"My family had been at Highland for a short time when I was a kid. Even then this church
stood out as one of action, acceptance and love. When I returned to Louisville a few years
ago it was the best fit."
Why do you love working with Highland's children by teaching Bible Study?
"I learn more from them than they do from me. They make me laugh and
give me perspective."
Hollie shares a recent moment of joy in the classroom:
"One of our students told us he loves to come ‘here’ and misses us during the week. It
made my heart sing."

Women's Unstructured Fall Retreat
You are invited to attend the fall women’s retreat October 7-9, 2022 at Loretto. We welcome
you to join us for this long-standing Highland tradition. This retreat is unstructured, which
means there will not be a set agenda or retreat leader. The cost for one night is $63 and two

nights is $106 (plus food). Guests will stay on the third floor of the Academy building and
enjoy a mixture of single and shared rooms. There are only 16 available slots; your
reservation will be held upon payment. Please contact Ginger Miller to register or ask
questions at grammyginger@att.net.

The Congregational Engagement Ministry Group (CEMG) is now receiving recommendations from
church members to serve on our various ministry groups and leadership bodies for the coming
year. Do you know someone who loves connecting with new folks? If so they’d be great on the
New Members Ministry Group. We would love to receive the collective wisdom and connectedness
of the congregation in this year’s process! Please submit your recommendations by October 2
using this link: https://forms.gle/z2xMLu7QFz3VwKk39. CEMG will then work with our ministers
and various ministry teams to fill needed terms. We will vote on those positions requiring
congregational vote at our fall QCC on November 6. Feel free to contact Alecia Fuller at
aleciafuller502@gmail.com if you have any questions. Thanks for your help!

All Things Mission
Morocco Bound
The Global Partnership Team is excited to share the news that Kim Fritschi will travel to Rabat,
Morocco this October for the annual meeting of the CEI. CEI is a French anacronym for the
humanitarian aid organization that Highland relationally and financially supports. Every year the
church pastors from around the country gather in Rabat, the capital, for a mini-retreat to support
one another in their ministries to migrants and refugees.
This means we need your help. The migrant people often injure themselves trying to flee horrible
situations across the path of migration. Therefore, we collect Tylenol and Advil to share with the
church pastors who minister to these folks. We are collecting the following items to build hygiene
kits for those living in refugee camps:
Tylenol and Advil
Bar soap
Shampoo

Gallon size baggies
Sandwich size baggies
Toothpaste/toothbrushes
Deodorants
Nail clippers
Feminine hygiene products
Rain ponchos
Chapstick
Combs
Socks
Hand sanitizer
You may leave these items in the brown bins outside the choir room. Thank you in advance!

September 28
October 2
October 5
October 12
October 15
October 16
October 23
October 30
November 6
November 20

No Wednesday evening activities (JCPS Fall Break)
Sacred Space for Everyone: Capital Campaign Kick-Off
Cloud of Witness (6:15 PM) - Kim Clark-Endicott, Roz Heinz & Loren Townsend
Sacred Space for Everyone: Presentation and Conversation (6:15 PM)
Coffee & conversation with Robert P. Jones, author of White Too Long
(9:30 AM-12:00 Noon), RSVP by Oct. 12
Robert P. Jones proclaiming in Sunday worship (both services)
Sacred Space for Everyone and Annual Ministry Fund Commitment Sunday
Sacred Space for Everyone Celebration & Fall Festival on the Lawn
(3:00-5:00 PM)
Quarterly Church Conference on Zoom (5:00 PM)
An Evensong Service of Music in Honor of Kathy Collier (5:00 PM)

Streaming Worship Links
Below are the links to stream the worship service each Sunday at Highland. Please bookmark
them since they remain the same from week-to-week!
https://www.facebook.com/hbclouisville.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY7dObZSxKl_X5h4DGqE_5w

Financial Reports

Louisville Homicides
Please join us in prayer and action as we remember those who have been killed in recent weeks in
our city. We grieve with those who mourn, while we also maintain a hope that one day, all things
will be made new.
Deytone P. Foster, 29, killed September 5
Terry Yurrell Dedrick, 57, killed September 5
David B. Arajs, 43, killed September 6
Bryant Lincoln Hawkins, 19, killed September 9
Alexis Y. McCrary, 24, killed September 10
Edward Lamont Smith, 26, killed September 10
Gage E. Lankford, 31, killed September 11
Jesse C. Workman, 36, killed September 11
Jesse Patrick Reynolds, 29, killed September 11

Christian Sympathy is extended to:
Amy Edelen in the passing of her mother, Judy Edelen
New Concerns
Ruby Burke, ongoing health concerns
Bonnie Hendrix, hospitalization
Rachel and Latauro Mansilla, illness
Jane Parker, outpatient heart procedure
Pam Ratcliff, transitioning her mom to assisted living
Michelle Vaughn, COVID recovery

Ongoing Concerns
W.D. Burden, ongoing health concerns
Jerry Burske, health concerns and further tests
Frances Dowell, rehab
Reece Little, stage 4 kidney cancer and leukemia
Marsha Mitchell, stem cell transplant recovery and good results for upcoming scans
Sam Newland, COVID and pneumonia
Lisa Shaffer, rehab following broken leg
Continuing Care
Don Burke
Colleen Clemons
Miriam Elliott
Karen Graves
Gloria McBee
Terry McDevitt
Wanda Nakdimen
Joe Powell
Pat Ramsey
Linda Tomes
Friends and Family
David Bannister’s mother, Robin, recovery from surgical complications
Justin Boldt’s father, cancer
Beverly Breyette’s friends, JoAnne, Amy, Samantha, and Patsy
Bill Campbell’s father, hospitalized in Lexington after a fall
Shanda Cool’s mother, Drema Cool, stroke recovery
Carolyn Downey’s mother, June Ross, hospital
Procter Eubank’s sister-in-law, melanoma recurrence
Tim Hall’s sister, Debbie, recovering from a car wreck
Laura Hamilton, daughter of Barbara Campbell, bone cancer

Paige Harlow’s mother, Diane Harlow, upcoming surgery and healing for her father’s hip
Carol Hawkins’ sisters Gloria, Margie and Judy, health issues
Roz Heinz’s friend, Lynn Luking, injured shoulder
Bonnie Hendrix’s brother, Darwin Hendrix, recovering at home
Elizabeth Howell’s mother, cancer
Lou Ann Iler’s sister-in-law, Janet Bignon, diagnosed with liver disease
Rebecca Jaggers-Phelp's father, home recovering
Alana Maddox’s sister-in-law, Merry Rogers, cancer treatment, San Antonio
Silas Noonan’s uncle, Brian Clark, myleofibrosis
Norma Pendleton’s sister-in-law, Annie Pendleton, ovarian cancer diagnosis and treatment
John Reinert’s son-in-law, Brian Fox, cancer treatment
Lula Reynolds brother, Bill Reynolds, breathing problems
Richard Ryan’s cousin, Becky, cancer treatment
Ray and Jan Schnur’s great niece, Shaye, lung and metastatic bone cancer recurrences
Jim Shelton’s daughter, Mandy, chronic illnesses
Sarah Smith’s father, ill, hospice care
Vance Smith’s mother, health concerns
Greg Spalding’s cousin, Ralph, cancer
Rebecca Street, father’s cancer diagnosis
Gene Streible's niece, Teresa Card, hospitalized with COVID
Gene Streible's sister, Liz, in the ICU at University Hospital
Denee Walsh’s brother, cancer
Holly Wallace’s mother, Marjorie, recovering from a fall and recently moved to Louisville
National and Global Concerns
In Iran, Mahsa Amini died in police custody after having been arrested for violating the law
requiring head coverings. Protests erupted in at least 80 cities prompting security forces to open
fire on the crowds. The NY Times has an up-to-date article on the events here.
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