What shape
waits in the seed
of you
to grow
and spread
its branches
against
a future sky.
~ David Whyte

Highland Baptist Church
Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 13, 2021
9:00 and 11:00 a.m.


Invitation to Worship

Renee Purtlebaugh

Prelude

J. S. Bach

Sinfonia from Cantata no. 156
Stephanie Hall, Flute

SOVEREIGN CREATOR, REDEEMER AND LORD,
NOW AND FOREVER YOUR NAME BE ADORED!
Call to Worship
The God we worship is the giver of life:
the one who makes the dry tree green
and grows a forest form the smallest seed.
The God we worship is the giver of life:
the one who forms us, names us, loves us,
and teaches us to share our lives with the world.
Let us worship God, the giver of life!

Missy Smith (9:00)
Guthrie Graves-Fitzsimmons (11:00)

Hymn (26) †

slane

God of Creation, All-Powerful

Prayer of Praise

Missy Smith (9:00)
Guthrie Graves-Fitzsimmons (11:00)

† For those who are able, we invite you to stand.

WE ARE YOUR CHILDREN — YOU HEAR WHEN WE CALL
Anthem

Mark Cabanass

Celtic Prayer
Stephanie Hall, Flute
Hear my voice, most gracious Lord. O hear the prayer within my soul. May the words rise to You with songs
of praise. Give me peace, touch my heart to feel Your everlasting love. Hear my prayer, Holy Lord, in the morning
when I rise. Lead my life, most faithful Lord, to seek Your thoughts and know Your will. For my soul longs to dwell
within Your care. Give me strength, guide my steps to live according to Your Word. Lead my life, Holy Lord, in the
beauty of Your grace. Search me, O Lord, and know my heart. Try me, O God, and know my thoughts. Find any
wrong that dwells within my heart and lead me forever in Your everlasting love. I will sing with all my heart, I sing
of God’s unchanging love. For His mercy endures forevermore. May my trust rest in God to know the fullness of
His grace. Hear my prayer, Holy Lord, in the stillness of this hour.

The Epistle Lesson

Perry Dixon
2 Corinthians 5:14-17

Prayer of Confession
Lauren Jones Mayfield
You call us toward newness of life, O God, but we linger in our old ways. We often choose comfort
over complexity, and then we miss a chance to grow closer to your presence. Forgive the ways
that we neglect our neighbors and serve ourselves. Remind us that as we move from seed to bud
to flower, it is not of our own power but your grace.
Silence.
Restore our faith so that we can walk your path of justice, love, compassion, and wholeness. Amen.
Words of Assurance
The Exchange of Peace

Hymn (634) †

faith’s journey

We Walk by Faith

GOD OF YOUR PEOPLE, YOUR WORD STILL STANDS FAST
The Gospel Lesson †

Mary Alice Birdwhistell
Mark 4:24-34

Sermon

Sprouting Seeds and Bouquets of Humanity

MOVING IN FREEDOM, YET WORKING YOUR WILL
Hymn of Response (545) †

promise

In the Bulb

Molly Braun (9:00)
Bill Ockerman (11:00)

Offertory Prayer
News for the Community
In response to your decision, we welcome you!
We covenant to be the family of God for you in this place.
We hope to learn from you, give to you, and receive from you,
as we journey in faith together.
Doxology †
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One, Amen.

Renee Purtlebaugh

old hundredth

Benediction

Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Postlude

Philbert de Lavigne

Allegretto Grazioso
Stephanie Hall, Flute

Today in Worship
Highland’s deacons (wearing identification name tags) are available at various locations for prayer, questions
or information. Deacons are lay ministers of the church who have been called to a ministry of service.
Listening Assist Devices are available. Please see our sound technician or an usher for assistance.
Phrases from our hymn of praise, God of Creation, All-Powerful will guide us toward images that embody
segments of our worship service — praise, confession, proclamation and response.
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved.
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