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In-Person Worship: Next Steps
By Mary Alice Birdwhistell
The top question I’ve been asked over the past 9 months has been, “When are we going to meet in
person for worship again?” And the answer from our staff as well as the Covid Advisory team of
healthcare professionals has been, “We just don’t know.”
However, after months of waiting, imagining, and re-imagining, things have slowly begun to change
over the past few weeks:
Many of us have become fully vaccinated, including all of our staff!
Vaccines have become more readily available to people 16 and up.
We have received more hopeful information about vaccinations from the
CDC. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
JCPS has had a successful start to in-person school.
And, as of last week, Louisville was in the yellow zone for our decreasing rate of Covid cases.

Because of all this, the Covid Advisory Team met again last week, and they are supportive of us
working toward opening in-person worship in the sanctuary beginning in late May-early June. Of
course, nothing is risk-free, but they believe now is a time when we as a church can prepare to re-open
with minimal risk, and individuals will be able to decide what is best for them and their families.
Thankfully, we already have two task forces in place who did a considerable amount of work last
spring/summer to help think through the covenant we would need to follow to meet in-person as well as
the logistics of making it all happen as safely as possible.
The covenant task force, led by Phil Collier, met last week – they are working on an updated
covenant as well as a registration process. The logistics task force, led by Kathy Belcher and
Tyler Swim, will meet soon to continue their work.

Obviously there are lots of details that still need to be worked out, but we do know that RSVP-ing
for a limited number of spots in the sanctuary, masks, and social distancing will all be required.
There will not be congregational singing beyond the 8 people leading music each week.
Our hope is to offer two in-person Sunday worship services, in addition to Friday Church – all
beginning on the same weekend in late May/early June. We will also have a couple “test
Sundays” beforehand to help us learn what works, what doesn’t, and what we can do differently.
We WILL continue streaming worship online for the foreseeable future. We know that the size of
our sanctuary will not allow us to accommodate everyone every week, and some still may not
feel ready for in-person worship due to their own health situations. We are committed to making
sure that worship continues to be accessible to all people.
We also know that initially, we will not be able to have childcare or children’s Bible study during
worship. Renee is in the process of evaluating how many of our previous volunteers are able and
willing to work with children, since they are not able to be vaccinated, and the process of doing this
safely will take some time and planning. However, both she and Perry are already planning spring and
summer opportunities for families with children and youth.

We are also going to start being able to accommodate small groups meeting in the church
building, like Bible study classes and ministry groups. We ask that you give us some time to
finish the covenant and to work out logistics, but we hope to be able to offer this very soon.

If you have questions about how all of this is going to work, so do we! However, we will continue to stay
in touch with more information as it becomes available over the coming weeks.
Personally, I can tell you that I am so hopeful about this news and the chance to finally be together with
my church family, face-to-face! I am grateful to our task forces and Covid Advisory Team for their hard
work and discernment over the past year. I am incredibly thankful for our staff and all the work they
have done to imagine and re-imagine worship over the past year, and now they are beginning that
process all over again. And I am beyond grateful for the resilience of the community of faith that is
Highland Baptist Church.
In the words of Daj Hammerskjold, “For all that has been – thank you! For all that is to come – YES!”

Meetings with Mary Alice

Last week in an interview with Baptist News Global I shared that off the top of my head I thought I had
probably had about 75 individual meetings with 150 different people at Highland as a way to begin to
meet our church family face-to-face during the pandemic. After the interview, I was curious to see the
actual count. I was surprised to discover that I have actually had over 100 face-to-face meetings with
225 people from Highland! And there are still more of you I want to meet! I’m going to take a short
break from the online scheduling process to schedule meetings with some of our senior adults over the
next few weeks, but I plan to open back up more meeting times later in May. Know what a gift this time
has been to me during my first year as pastor to hear your stories, your questions, your challenges,
and your God-sized dreams for our community of faith.
With gratitude and great hope,
Mary Alice

Friday Church on the Lawn
Join us weekly for Friday Church on the Lawn, every Friday at 7:00 PM, weather permitting. Please
bring a lawn chair. Masks and social distancing required. Hope you can join us outside as we continue
our Easter worship series, "Practice Resurrection.”

Highland Welcomes Emily and David Stewart
Highland is privileged to welcome two people who have been around awhile, and recently decided to
join: Emily and David Stewart.
Emily is originally from Richmond, VA, and went to Christopher Newport University. She teaches at

Clarksville Middle & High School and enjoys cooking and binging on TV shows. David is originally from
Louisville, went to University of Kentucky, and teaches at St. Xavier High School. He enjoys running
and homebrewing. They both enjoy board games and trying new restaurants when they’re not
corralling their two children, Henderson, 3, and Anna Joy, nearly 1. They have a projector they like to
put up in their back yard, in non-Covid times, to have back yard movie nights. They’d like to continue
that soon!
When asked how they came to Highland Baptist, Emily writes: “I grew up Baptist, in a heavily musical
church at that, and when we got engaged, we decided to try to find a Baptist church to get married in.
We heard about and saw pictures of Highland Baptist and wanted to check it out. We ended up visiting
on Mother’s Day, 2014, where the orchestra was playing and the church choir sang some huge,
amazing number. I was floored at the idea of an orchestra at a church. I was enamored at the worship
experience instantly. David couldn’t believe how many people noticed we were new and came up to
say ‘hi’ and ‘welcome’”. Growing up Catholic, David hadn’t experienced too many sermons in his
lifetime, only homilies. He was enthralled by the sermon, and they both felt instantly that Highland was
the place for them, so they kept visiting. Fortunately for Highland, Emily joined the choir.
In 2016 Emily and David moved to a neighborhood further away, and it was difficult for them to attend
Highland when they traveled so far to get to work each day. So, they took a hiatus for about a year and
a half, had their first baby, but thought there just was no place else like Highland Baptist. Emily
messaged Kathy Collier to ask if she might be welcomed back to the choir, which, of course, she was.
Emily states that Highland has been home ever since, even in a virtual sense.

Highland Welcomes New Members
Joseph Ashby

Lauren Jolly

Deacon Nomination Process Begins
Highland’s deacons serve the church in a spirit of love, working to listen to and see all people in
the way God does—being attentive and welcoming, patient and lovingly persistent,
compassionate and fully present. It is time in our calendar year to nominate the next group of
deacons to serve the church. Nominations opened on Sunday. Please nominate a minimum of
five members by Friday, May 7. Complete information can be found on the online nomination
form: https://hbclouisville.org/2021/04/16/2021-deacon-nomination-form/

For our folks that do not have email, we ask that they call the church office (502-451-3735).
Nominees are vetted and a subgroup of deacons proposes a list of names to the congregation
for approval.

All Things Mission
CBF Annual Spring Gathering

CBF KY will gather on Zoom at 10 AM on Saturday April 24. We will hear reports on the work being
done through CBFKY. We will present our 2021-22 Fiscal Budget for approval. In addition, we will vote
on new members of our Coordinating Council.
Our business session will be followed by a conversation with Dr. Ken Jobst. He is an associate pastor
at St. Stephen Baptist Church in Louisville. He will talk about what he has learned about race as a
white minister in a predominantly black congregation.
Everyone is invited to participate If you would like to attend, call the CBFKY office at 502-426-1931.
On the day before the meeting, you will receive a Zoom invite to the session.
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