Newsletter - April 6, 2021

This Easter, we are coming to the end of a long journey through the wilderness, but we are also
nearing the end of an even longer journey through Covid-19. Just as spring is coming to life
around us, we can see signs of new life all around us, too: more and more people receiving
vaccines, schools re-opening after a year, hugs with friends and family, and people slowly
beginning to gather in-person again. Friends, all around us are sights and sounds of
resurrection.
At Easter, we celebrate a Love that is stronger than death and the resurrection that changed the
world forever over 2000 years ago. But we also celebrate Easter because we believe that God is
still in the business of bringing about new life, all these years later. And as people who follow in
the ways of Jesus, we are invited to live into this kind of life. To be people who "practice
resurrection," as Wendell Berry once said.

And so, for the Easter season, we are going to be asking ourselves – what would it look like to
practice resurrection? We hope you’ll join us as we not only celebrate the good news of Easter
but as we continue to live it out and practice resurrection together.
Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Jean Janes Memorial
The memorial service for Jean Janes will be held at Highland on Friday at 2 PM. Due to
Covid restrictions, attendance will be limited to family and close friends, but it will be livestreamed via Facebook and Youtube. The Janes family is incredibly grateful for the
outpouring of love and support from Highland, particularly from the Jean Janes Global
Women's Group.

Lenten Small Groups Learn Resilience Together

Eight small groups gathered over Lent to wonder together about resilience: where we’ve
seen it, when we’ve practiced it, and how we might grow in resilience in the future. Many
thanks to our facilitators: Kathey Sanders, Larry Gray, Bob Cunningham, Guthrie GravesFitzsimmons, Buddy & Robin Lee, Sally Evans, Kim Clark, and Marc Dowell. Here’s a
glimpse at the wisdom gathered from some of the groups.
Kim Clark: I very much enjoyed our time together. I want you to know that each one of these
beautiful people spoke about their own resilience from cancer, their jobs, staying close to family,
keeping up with the church and taking care of their loved ones. Week 1 I heard a common theme
among resilience in our childhood. All but one of our members of our group talked about their
mom’s resilience in raising them. Week 2 was COVID. Each person had their own personal story
of resilience. From learning to cut their wives hair, to learning to work from home, navigate
something called a “Zoom” and wearing a mask when others didn’t. Week 3 was a recap for us
and what we will do moving forward. The wife got her first haircut in over a year, most of our
group has had both vaccines, we all seen resilience in Mary Alice and we look forward to getting
back out into the world in the near future.
Sally Evans’ Group: What are habits of resilience?
- standing back up
- hanging on for dear life
- participatory hope
- persevering
- self care
- stabilizing routines
- being innovative
- being anchored
- permission to mourn
- letting go of perfectionism (acceptance)
- connecting with others
What anchors us in the practice of resilience?
- Hebrews 6:19 "We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure."
- Isaiah 40:31 "But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint."
- "The world breaks everyone and afterward many are strong at the broken places." - Ernest
Hemingway
- God is FOR us! God is WITH us!
- The dandelion: always finds a way
- Gratefulness
How can we help resilience blossom in the world?
- giving others words of encouragement
- modeling it!
- giving a reason for the hope we have (1 Peter 3:15 / be ready to give a defense to anyone who
asks for a reason for the hope that is in you)

Zoom to Table Talk
Table Talk will meet this Thursday, April 8, at 6:30 p.m., using Zoom conferencing technology.
We will have an opportunity to check in with each other and meet new people interested in an
informal time to build new and to strengthen existing relationships within the congregation.
Everyone is invited to participate. To join the gathering contact Marc Dowell, Jim Shelton or Earl
Shelp.

Opportunity to Share Your Reflections
Happy Easter HBC! After this season of Wilderness exploration through Lent and Easter, I'm writing to
invite you to send reflections from your own wilderness stories. I'm hoping to put together one last
episode of the Highlands @HBC Podcast for the Easter Season and want to share it with your voices.
Please try to limit it to less than 5 minutes and also introduce yourself. You can send me your spoken
(or written) reflections to thecommons@hbclouisviile.org and I'll work to include it in the last episode of
this season.

Thanks!

David Bannister

Meetings with Mary Alice
If you weren’t able to meet with Mary Alice last fall, she is beginning to meet with people from the
congregation again at various times and locations around town. Note that outdoor meetings will
be dependent on weather. You can sign up for a time to meet here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ca9ac23a0f9c34-meet4. Mary Alice will continue
updating this schedule over the next few months until everyone has an opportunity to meet with
her. She is looking forward to time together with you!

Accident outside of Highland

You may have heard that an automobile accident occurred outside the church Monday
evening sometime after 5 PM. A car driving over 60 mph down Grinstead flew up onto our
front lawn, knocked down the marquee, and crashed into the side of the sanctuary. We
are very grateful to share that no one was injured, and even the driver walked away
unscathed. The car was removed later that evening, and staff have begun to assess the

damage to our property and to make plans for repairs. Amazingly enough, the beautiful
banner we created on Saturday is still intact - a beautiful picture of resilience and
resurrection in the midst of these difficult days.

Easter Lilies
We gratefully acknowledge the following who gave Easter Lilies.
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Finance Corner

Louisville Homicides
Please join us in prayer and action as we remember those who have been killed this past week
in our city. We grieve with those who mourn, while we also maintain a hope that one day, all
things will be made new.
Rayshawn Gatewood, age 27, killed March 21
Kevon Dickerson, age 18, killed March 21
Javonte Richie, age 25, killed March 23

Photos from the Weekend
Thank you Bill Campbell!

Facebook

YouTube

Website

Copyright © 2021 Highland Baptist Church, All rights reserved.
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

