Newsletter - March 24, 2021

Holy Week at Highland
Resilience Blooms in the Wilderness
(Holy Week services will be streamed on our Facebook page and our YouTube channel. Please
note the day and time.)

Palm Sunday: March 28, 10:00 a.m.
Mary Alice Birdwhistell, Proclaimer
Mark 11:1-11
Sanctuary Choir Ensemble: Ride On, Ride On in Majesty
Worship will open with children in grades K through 5th grade waving palms with
shouts of Hosanna! as we hear the story of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem and turn
toward the wilderness journey of Holy Week.

Youth-Led Worship: March 28, 6:00 p.m.
Join us virtually as our youth lead in a special worship service for Holy Week
(originally scheduled for earlier in Lent). Youth leading will include Ben Pacyga,
Delaney and Holland Baker, Ainsley Braun, Hannah Cooksey, Nicole, Meredith, and
Griffen Farnsley, Livia and Jude Mayfield, Blake, Tate, and Cooper Sinclair, and Lula
Mae Solley, with artwork created by Rachel Pacyga and Elizabeth Hawkins. Our
youth have shown incredible resilience in the midst of such a difficult year; we hope
you will reach out to some of them and thank them for their leadership.

Holy Wednesday Service: March 31, 7:00 p.m.
Join us for a short time of prayer and reflection. Various Highland musicians
will play piano and organ selections. Mary Alice Birdwhistell, Carol
Harston, and Perry Dixon will also offer Scripture and prose readings for us to
consider in this mid-week moment.
Maundy Thursday Service: April 1, 7:00 p.m.
The Maundy Thursday service follows Mandatum novum - "a new commandment.”
Lauren Jones Mayfield and Renee Purtlebaugh will read Scripture and poetry and
lead hand washing and Communion.
Tenebrae Service: April 2, 7:00p.m.
The Service of Darkness is based on the ancient word Tenebrae (“shadows”)
and remembers Christ’s final moments of suffering and crucifixion. Highland’s
ministerial staff will lead us in Scripture readings and the Sanctuary Choir Ensemble
will provide music for the service.
Easter on the Lawn: IN-PERSON event outside of Highland
April 3, 2:00-4:00 PM
Join us outside of Highland on the lawn from 2:00-4:00 PM for our first in-person,
church-wide event since Covid-19 began! There will be a collaborative piece of
outdoor artwork for everyone in the church to help create, along with Easter treats
and activities for children. You may want to take a family/friend Easter photo outside
of the church, too. The Friday Church band will also play live music on the lawn for
us to enjoy from 3:00-3:30 PM. You’re welcome to bring lawn chairs, spread out
around the church, and enjoy this time to reconnect with our ministers and church
family.
Our Easter on the Lawn gathering will be a practice of resurrection as we mark the
beginning of Easter together. Masks are required by all participants. We hope to see
you on lawn next weekend!
Easter Sunday: April 4, 10:00 a.m.
Mary Alice Birdwhistell, Proclaimer
John 20:11-18
Choral Ensemble Anthem: Christ Rising Again, K. Lee Scott
Join us virtually for Easter worship as we begin a new Easter series, “Practice
Resurrection,” based on the poem by Wendell Berry. Let’s celebrate together that
“the worst things are never the last things” and the resurrection that awaits us on the
other side of our wilderness journeys.

Easter Lillies
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This Easter we will once again adorn our Sanctuary with beautiful Easter lilies.
We encourage everyone to submit orders by this Sunday, March 28. All
members are invited to purchase a poinsettia for $15 in memory/in honor of a
family member, friend, or loved one. You may complete this order and either
mail in your payment or go to the church’s website and enter a payment or
donation with the information “Easter lily” in the description box. The cost of the
lilies is $15.00.

Resilience Blooms in the Wilderness
As we have been exploring resilience in the wilderness this Lent at Highland, you
have been sharing such beautiful photos of where you see resilience in the world
around you! May we all have eyes to see the resilient new life that is springing forth
among us as we continue to make our way to Easter.
(Clockwise from top left: Vi Chatmon and Bruce Carroll; Bob Belcher; Terry
Connally; and Debbie Lemmon.)

____________________________
Meetings with Mary Alice
If you weren’t able to meet with Mary Alice last fall, she is beginning to meet with
people from the congregation again at various times and locations around town. Note
that outdoor meetings will be dependent on weather. You can sign up for a time to
meet here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ca9ac23a0f9c34-meet4. Mary
Alice will continue updating this schedule over the next few months until everyone
has an opportunity to meet with her. She is looking forward to time together with you!

Office Updates
Until further notice, the office will only be open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays from 9 AM – 5 PM. We are ensuring that two staff are always
present to help open up or close up the office so that no one is coming in or out
of the building by themselves at the beginning or end of the day. This helps
protect people from being in the office by themselves when there are fewer staff
in the office. We are also grateful to have Lauren Blackwell back in the office
helping us on a temporary basis as Walter continues to recover. Thank you for
your patience with us as we sort out various details in the church office and for
your love and care for our church staff!

All Things Mission
Stop Asian American Pacific Islander Violence
Here is a list of resources that you can use to educate yourself and others, to
take action, and to donate to organizations that support the AAPI community.

Thank you for the School Supplies to KRM
Once again, thank you for your commitment to the refugees and immigrants in
our community. Your generous donations of school supplies are greatly
appreciated by Kentucky Refugee Ministries. It is through the generosity of our
church, and others like us, that the ministry is able to continue its work. Thank
you again, Jane Parker (leader of the immigration mission team)
Update on the 29th Baptist Habitat for Humanity Home
Our Thanksgiving Day offering has enabled Highland to help sponsor the
building of a home for Adankher (Adam) Mohamad and his 5 children: 3 girls
and 2 boys ages 18, 17, 15, 12 and 11. Adam’s wife died in a car accident
several years ago.
Highland has joined with Middletown, Woodland, Broadway and Westport Road
Baptist churches to build an affordable home for the family in the Hazelwood
Neighborhood at 4114 Wheeler Avenue. This past week Bob Belcher, Jim
McBee, and Jim Wilhelm (member of Deer Park Baptist and friend of Highland)
worked to put siding on the home. A “Blessing of the Ground” was conducted
Saturday afternoon.
In the weeks ahead more volunteers will be needed to complete the work. If
you are interested in volunteering to work on the home, contact Jim McBee by
text (502-705-8801) or email (jgmcbee@outlook.com).

Speed Art Museum Breonna Taylor Exhibit
The anti-racism mission team invites you to visit the Speed Art Museum’s
exhibit on Breonna Taylor and racial justice, which opens on April 7th and
extends through June 6th.
Titled “Promised/Witness/Remember” the exhibition” will reflect on the life of
Taylor, her killing in 2020, and the year of protests that followed in Louisville
and around the world, exploring the dualities between a personal, local story
and the nation’s reflection on the promise, witness, and remembrance of too
many Black lives lost to gun violence.”
Here is a NYTimes article about the motivations behind it and opportunities
within it.

You are invited to join our children and their families as we continue on our
challenge to share acts of kindness in the world around us this Lent. Can you
bring in a recycling or trash bin for an elderly neighbor? Can you make a
sidewalk chalk activity path for little kids to play on as they walk through your
neighborhood? Can you bake brownies for someone who just moved in? Get
creative with us as we share kindness with someone who lives on our street!

_______________________________
Finance Corner

Louisville Homicides
Please join us in prayer and action as we remember those who have been killed this
past week in our city. We grieve with those who mourn, while we also maintain a
hope that one day, all things will be made new.
Frederica Malone, age 53, killed March 7
Alec Pettiway, age 21, killed March 7
Samuel Figueroa, age 52, killed March 12
Delaney Tobin, age 36, killed March 13
Daymontray Malone, age 29, killed March 13
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