O God, you speak your beauty ev’ry hour,
from soaring peaks to valleys fed by springs.
In ev’ry living soul and fragrant flow’r
your handiwork is seen — creation sings!
As people in your image,
we aspire and live to mirror your creative fire.
O risen Christ, we seek to understand
the vastness of your wide-embracing love.
With mercy from your gentle, guiding hand
we move from depths below to heights above.
May we, with hearts uplifted by your grace,
extend your love to ev’ry land and race.
O Spirit, giving breath to all the earth,
we grow in faith and strength from your clear flame.
O Wind of Heav’n, recalled at our rebirth,
the world awaits the unity we claim.
With zeal we strive, assisted by your might
to fill the earth with everlasting Light.
~ Howard Helvey
Written for the 2015 centennial celebration of Highland’s sanctuary.
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Invitation to Worship

a.m.
Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Choral Introit

rustington

God, We Praise You!

EARLY IN THE MORNING, OUR SONG SHALL RISE TO THEE
Call to Worship—based on Psalm 29
Give God glory, all you Spirits!
We give glory to God.
God's voice thunders above the seas.
God’s voice shatters the cedars.
God’s voice strikes fire and makes the desert shudder.
We shout “glory” in the temple to the Holy One.
Give strength to your people, God.
Bless us with peace as we worship God, Jesus, Spirit one.

Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Hymn (1) †

nicaea

Holy, Holy, Holy

Prayer of Praise

Libby Cunningham

† For those who are able, we invite you to stand.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! MERCIFUL AND MIGHTY
The Gospel Lesson †

Perry Dixon
John 3:1-15

Prayer of Confession
Carol Harston
We share Nicodemus' astonishment and curiosity, and yet we empathize with his cynicism
and doubt. "How can these things be?" We crave holy vision, divine presence, and your
resurrecting spirit, but we get stuck trying to comprehend what goes beyond our ability
to understand. Teach us again how to embrace the unexplainable with a tender heart.
Love us back to life with your forgiveness which knows no end. Amen.
Words of Assurance
John 3:16-17
Anthem

Howard Helvey

O God, You Speak Your Beauty Every Hour
The Exchange of Peace

Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Hymn (6) †

st. anne

Creator God, Creating Still

ONLY THOU ART HOLY, THERE IS NON BESIDE THEE
The Hebrew Lesson

Lauren Jones Mayfield
Isaiah 6:1-8

Sermon

In the Year That King Uzziah Died

GOD IN THREE PERSONS, BLESSED TRINITY!
Hymn (15) †

joyful singing

God of Dawn, Each Day’s Renewal

Offertory Prayer

Bob Cunningham

News for the Community

Carol Harston

Recognition of Graduates
Perry Dixon and Lauren Jones Mayfield
Friends, we congratulate you on all the hard work that brings you to this moment:
the late nights, early mornings and caffeinated afternoons! The papers submitted at deadlines,
or maybe even late. The projects completed and the internships practiced. We, your pastors
and your community give you a hearty, “Congratulations!”
We celebrate your graduation with you!
We give thanks for your life as a student and all that you have learned.
We look forward to the ways that we will continue to discover new ideas and ways of thinking.
Your accomplishment blesses this church family.
Receive our joy and know God’s love as we give thanks to God for you
and the gift of learning. Amen.
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below, Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One, Alleluia! Amen.

lasst uns erfreuen

Benediction

Lauren Jones Mayfield

Postlude

arr. W. T. Best

st. anne’s

Today in Worship
We appreciate the musical leadership from members of Highland’s Sanctuary Choir in today’s worship.
We are grateful for Sharon Sanders’ musical leadership.
We are grateful for today’s prayers in worship given by Libby and Bob Cunningham. They joined
Highland in 1996 and are members of the Prodigals Bible Study Class. Libby sings in Sanctuary Choir,
leads the Young Adult Women’s Group and has served as a deacon. Bob was recently chair of our Pastor
Search Committee for Highland’s new pastor, Mary Alice Birdwhistell. He serves on the Anti-Racism
and Habitat for Humanity Ministry Teams and volunteers in the office.
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved.
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