Highland Baptist Church
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
10:00 a.m.
Invitation to Worship

Carol Harston

Prelude

arr. Don Michael Dicie

Be Thou My Vision

THE DAY OF RESURRECTION! EARTH, TELL IT OUT ABROAD
Call to Worship – based on Psalm 22:25-31
Our praise comes from the whole congregation!
We promise to love you, Holy One.
All the ends of the earth shall remember you, God.
All of our families worship you.
Those on earth bow down, and future generations will learn about you.
We proclaim God’s deliverance to everyone.

Carol Harston

Hymn (214)

lancashire

The Day of Resurrection!

Prayer of Praise

Susan Coleman Layman

The Dedication of Children and Their Families
Anna Joy and Henderson Stewart
Gus Watson
Kaylee and Kento Zoeller
Invitation to the Community
Presentation
Words of Commitment

Renee Purtlebaugh and Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Do you receive this child as God’s gift to you? Do you commit to love, nurture and encourage your child
on the journey of life, modeling grace and compassion and kindness, so that they might become the person
God would have them to be? Will you tell them the stories of Jesus and sing for them the songs of faith,
so that in their own way and time, they too might become followers of Jesus?
Highland, do we receive these children into our community as God’s gift to us? Do we commit to love,
nurture and encourage each child and their parents on this life journey, so that they might become the
persons God would have them to be? Will you be their teachers, guides, fellow pilgrims on the journey –
telling them the stories of Jesus and singing for them the songs of faith – so that in their own way and time,
they too might become followers of Jesus?

Prayer of Dedication and Blessing

OUR HEARTS BE PURE FROM EVIL
The Gospel Lesson

Perry Dixon
John 15:1-8

Prayer of Confession
Lauren Jones Mayfield
We confess, O God, that there are times when our discipleship does not bear good fruit.
We cut ourselves off from the vine of your love and the branches of your justice. Rather than
dwell in your presence, we rest in our shame; we cling to our guilt. We confuse earthly success
with liberation. Yet, your forgiveness rescues us. It equips us for healing, both personally and
socially. It is the pruning that we need, and it stems from your compassion. Help us to receive
this nurturing grace that we might again abide in you, the source of abundance and goodness
for all people.
Words of Assurance—from 1 John 4:7, 11-12, 21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Beloved, since God loves us so much, we also ought to love one another.
If we love one another, God lives in us, and God’s love is perfected in us.
The commandment we have from God is this:
Those who love God must love their siblings also.
The Exchange of Peace

Hymn (543)

eventide

Abide with Me

LISTENING TO HIS ACCENTS, MAY HEAR SO CALM AND PLAIN
A Reading from Acts

Mary Alice Birdwhistell
Acts 8:26-40

Anthem

Craig Courtney

All Things New
Sermon

Mary Alice Birdwhistell

“Every Day Do Something That Won’t Compute”

CHRIST THE LORD HAS RISEN, OUR JOY THAT HAS NO END
Hymn (71)

slane

Be Thou My Vision

Offertory Prayer

Jeff Layman

News for the Community

Carol Harston

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below, Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One, Alleluia! Amen.

lasst uns erfreuen

Benediction

Mary Alice Birdwhistell

Postlude

William Lloyd Weber

Postlude

Today in Worship
We appreciate the musical leadership from the Sanctuary Choir Ensemble in today’s worship: Linda
Campbell, Cameron Carnes, Nicholas Claussen, Mary Miller Dwyer, Ben Horman, and Hannelore Mehler.
We are enjoying the artwork for our Eastertide theme, Practice Resurrection, by Allison Keenan,
Highland member and art specialist with Shelby County Schools.
Susan Coleman Layman joined Highland in 1984 and is active in the Music Ministry singing in Sanctuary
Choir and working with Children’s Choirs. She also has served on Worship Ministry Group. Jeff Layman
joined Highland in 2001 and serves as an usher.
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved.
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