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January 20, 2021

January 27:
Virtual Quarterly Church Conference
We will have our virtual Quarterly Church Conference next
Wednesday, January 27, at 7:00 p.m., via Zoom. This Quarterly
Church Conference will include a finance report, vote on new
Ministry Council congregational representatives, and ministry
group members for the new year. Please mark your calendar so
that we can make sure we meet our quorum during this digital age!

Blessings for a New Year Continue This Week
This week’s Blessings for a New Year include the following blessings to be shared Monday
through Friday. These are all blessings that speak to our yearning for healing. Always
check your junk mail in case they are hiding from you there.
Gator Blanchard: For the excluded
Mary Burks: For getting older
Marc Dowell: For those wounded by creed
Sally Evans: For the ex-evangelical
Walter McWhorter: For those living with a secret
Erin Phelps: For bad body image days
Vicki Runnion: For seeking to love your enemies

Congregational Conversation Resources
Thank you so much to those of you who were able to attend our conversation this past
Monday. We were able to discuss our fears, anger, misgivings, and even hopes about our
current political milieu. It was a sacred time and space. Many of you offered resources that
have been meaningful to you, and so they are included here along with the individual who
shared the resource in case you would like to follow-up with them directly.

A reflection by Krista Tippett (Bob
Cunningham)
The Letters of Heather Cox, an email
subscription that puts current events
in a historical context from an
American perspective. (Vicki Runnion)
Brene Brown podcast (Mary Alice
Birdwhistell)
I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World
Made for Whiteness by Austin
Channing Brown
(Bob Cunningham)
Are Prisoners Obsolete by Angela Y. Davis (JoAnne Taheri)
Always a Guest: Speaking of Faith Far from Home by Barbara Brown Taylor
(Janet Tharpe)
“When Peace Becomes Obnoxious,” a sermon by Martin Luther King, Jr. (Mary Alice
Birdwhistell)
“5 Ways Forward: Navigating Difficult Conversations” by Everyday Democracy.
Video by the Salt Project (Lauren Jones Mayfield)
Further, during the Deacons’ meeting Monday evening, Autumn Reece led us in a lovely
and deeply meaningful devotion that highlighted a couple of her students at Iroquois High
School. As folks were curious to hear more stories, we were pointed in this direction, a
wonderful local project.
The Louisville Story Program
No Single Sparrow Makes a Summer
Finally, there are many ways to respond to what is happening in our country right now
regarding the sickening displays of Christian Nationalism.
The Baptist Joint Committee’s website offers information and resources.
This statement gives you an opportunity to sign as a “Christian Against Christian
Nationalism,” along with social media posts.

Highland's Word to Our
Community
...on our Marquee:

Staying Connected Outside These Walls

As we live through these days where we are rarely, if ever, physically connected with
each other we make use of technology to bridge some of the gaps that exist between
us. Below are some of the ways that you may use to stay connected to the
community of Highland Baptist Church:
Worship from the sanctuary on our Facebook page at 7:00 p.m. on Friday nights
and 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. These streams also appears on our YouTube
page.
Bible study via Zoom. Several adult Bible study classes are gathering weekly via
Zoom which allows connectivity via computer or phone. If your Bible study class
would like to begin meeting this way, email Carol at carol@hbclouisville.org or Walter
at walter@hbclouisville.org.

Finding Joy this January through Winter Mystery Box Adventures
January and early February can be gloomy, cold days. And in a pandemic, where we are
isolated and at home, parents with children are weary beyond measure. To get through
these days with a bit of novelty and joy, we wanted to create something that would
embrace simplicity, give parents some support, and bring some smiles to our families!
So, Highland’s families with children have all received what we have called a Winter
Mystery Box! Our PreK-5th graders are solving weekly winter mystery video clues that lead
to surprise activities like photo scavenger hunts, a kids’ escape room, and glow games.
Each mystery activity ends with an included snack. Our families with younger toddlers and
preschoolers are enjoying a sensory activity box filled with activities for winter days – star
ice cube painting, fluffy white snowball pom poms, and more. And our families with new
infants have received a gift of encouragement to a local coffee shop, because nourishing a
child in the first year of life in a pandemic is so challenging.
A task like this is a complex undertaking as it reaches 80 families and 126 children, and I’m
so grateful to so many.
To the Families with Children Ministry Group for their wisdom as we worked through
the idea.
To Linda Campbell, our faithful Children’s Ministry Assistant who assembled each
box with love and care and precision, personalizing it for each family’s needs.
To Kathy Belcher, Amber Burke, Terri Connolly, Joey and Procter Eubank, John
Pacyga, Kathey Golightly Sanders, Sharon Sanders, and Missy and Vance Smith
who graciously gathered at the end of our box pickup event and delivered each box
that remained within 24 hours personally to family’s homes.
Families with children, you are remembered. You are seen. You are loved! Let the winter
mystery fun continue.

29th Baptist Habitat for Humanity Home
Our Thankgiving Day offering has enabled Highland to help sponsor the
building of a home that will begin in March this year. The build site will be
4114 Wheeler Avenue in the Hazelwood Neighborhood. Due to
CDC/COVID-19 restrictions our participation in the build may be limited.
However, we will have opportunities for a limited number of volunteers to
work onsite following CDC guidelines and safe protocols. Stay tuned for more details!
The home will be built for the family of Adankher (Adam) Mohamad and his 5 children: 3
girls and 2 boys ages 18, 17, 15, 12 and 11. His interesting (and tragic) biography is below.
We are thankful for the $3,738 received from our Thanksgiving offering. If you missed
contributing to this fund you can donate online or by mail. Just designate your offering to
“Baptist HFH House.” ~ Habitat for Humanity and Other Housing Solutions Mission Team

Adankher Mohamed, 38, began with Habitat for Humanity of Metro Louisville in October of
2019. Adankher is from Somalia and his family spent time in Kenya before moving to the
United States eleven years ago. He is a widower with five children.

For the past two years, Adankher has been working at PSSI as Lead
Trainer of the Cleaning Engineers. In their spare time, the family
enjoys playing soccer and going to the zoo. The family attends
worship services at the Somali Community Service at Americans.
Adankher has worked hard to become a homeowner for his children.
He was turned down the first time he applied to Habitat but kept
working hard because a house is so important to his family. When he
finally received the acceptance letter, Adankher says, “I felt happy –

so many good emotions.” To the family, the word ‘home’ means “peace, stability, and
love.” When asked about working his sweat equity he said “I have already volunteered at
Habitat for my best friend who is in the program and I will do whatever is needed to get a
house for my family.”
Currently, their home is too small and not in a safe area. Becoming a Habitat Homeowner
will allow the kids to have more room, feel happy and at peace. To the sponsors and
volunteers who will help build the family’s home, Adankher shared the following message:
“I appreciate and am so thankful for them. A new home means a good place to live and
love.”
He is proud of finishing high school, bringing his family to America and sending his kids to
school. The family are naturalized American citizens. Looking towards the future, in 5
years, Adankher hopes to take ESL classes to continue to improve his English and
continue to advance in his career. He is looking forward to watching his children succeed in
life.

Mission Corner
Empower West City-Wide Book Club, Save the Date
More information will be forthcoming. But we know you will want to go ahead and mark
your calendars for this annual event. This year the book club will take place on February
15 and they will be reading Where Do We Go from Here? by Martin Luther King, Jr.

A Time of Education
Empower West invites interested folks to a
conversation with the Courier-Journal’s
journalists who offered the multi-part series
on racial justice at the close of 2020. The
event will take place on Monday, January 25, at 11:30 a.m., via zoom.
Click here for the Zoom link.
Meeting ID: 861 0290 3990
Passcode: 414338

Fellowship of Reconciliation Lunches Resume
The Fellowship of Reconciliation and Sowers of Justice, two faith-based organizations that
advocate for social justice, invite you to a lunchtime conversation tomorrow, January 21, at
12:00 p.m. Led by Sadiqa Reynolds, the President and CEO of the Louisville Urban
League, the talk will center on “Police, Power, and Privilege.” Register in advance for this
meeting here.

Highlands Community Ministries Offers Highland Baptist Thanks
With your holiday generosity, Highlands
Community Ministries (HCM) was able to give
the 99 residents of Highlands Court
Apartments a $25 Kroger gift card. Further,
they served over 500 individuals from 300
family groups. The blankets given by the
classes were each donated as well. HCM
executive director and Highland member, Troy
Burdon writes, “Like many things during the pandemic, we had to do client Christmas
differently. We will be evaluating the pre pandemic and pandemic Christmas programs and
determining what the future (hopefully post pandemic) gift program will look like. There
were elements of this year that worked very well. Again, just wanted to express my
appreciation for working with us and for helping us serve so many clients this Christmas.
The gift cards from the church office plus everything that members donated were a
tremendous help. Thanks again!”

Louisville Homicides
The community response to the crosses on the lawn this past Advent season surprised
many of us. Placing the names on the crosses offered grieving family members a memorial
to visit. We have continued to receive phone calls at the church from those who mourn
asking about the presence of their loved one’s cross or simply to thank us for remembering
and naming their friend.
Many of you have also inquired about how we might note the significance of these deaths
year-round. So that we might continue our witness and remember those whose lives have
been lost, Ginger Miller will receive the names and ages of those who have been killed
each week from the organization, “Arms of Compassion.” They hold vigil at the end of
every week to mark the killings. Ginger will then include the names of the victims here in
our newsletter.
In an effort to keep the violence of our city at the forefront of our ministry, to inspire a
collective response of prayer and action, and to remind us that many in our city grieve, not
just for a season, but throughout their life, we lift up these names to our Great Creator, the
One who loves us, sustains us, and brings blessing to those who mourn.
We pray for the friends and family of the following:
Veronica Wecas, age 28, killed January 4
Robert Webb, age 26, killed January 10
Juan Foster, age 29, killed January 10

