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December 16, 2020
Watch for our next newsletter the week of January 4, 2021.

Christmas Eve Virtual Service
As our staff have planned and re-planned for the Advent and Christmas season at
Highland, it has always been challenging to imagine Christmas Eve during Covid-19. We
all ache to be back in our sanctuary as a community of faith on this day we hold as sacred.
However, since that is not possible this Christmas, we will hold a virtual Christmas Eve
service on December 24 at 7 PM on Facebook Live and YouTube. We invite you to join us
from home for this time of worship together which will include beautiful music, a Christmas
Eve reflection by Mary Alice, lighting of the Christ candle, and a Christmas blessing from
our ministers. However, we also encourage you to watch your email on Friday for
additional opportunities for us to “share the light” with one another this Christmas!

A Word from Faithful Giving and Finance Ministry Groups
We are almost at the end of this difficult year. As much as we lament about 2020, there are
reasons to be joyful. The work of our ministries and ministers continue despite the
challenges. Highland Baptist Church has been able to continue worship services, Bible

studies, and ministry group meetings through the use of technology. We welcomed Mary
Alice Birdwhistell to serve as our pastor! And we haven’t suffered a major financial setback.
In order to meet our expenses for the fiscal year, we need to collect gifts totaling $46,553
between now and December 31. Please continue your generosity in giving faithfully, by
honoring your financial commitment to Highland or giving as you are able, so that we can
meet or exceed our expenses for this year. The Faithful Giving and Finance Ministry
Groups are very thankful for each and every gift given!

Click here to give online

Thank You for Your Generosity!
Church, once again you have outdone yourself with the goodness of your heart and
monetary donations.
The Christmas Store served over 40 families and 130 children in our community.
You donated books, toys, as well as $2,296 toward the Christmas Store.
Bible study classes collected blankets for Highland Community Ministries.
You donated $1,320 that was used towards the purchase of $2500 worth of Kroger
cards for families in need.
You donated $3,948 for our Habitat for Humanity 2020 offering.
In this time of pandemic and ongoing need, your gifts will transcend each dollar and item
given to bring blessing to others. Thank you.

Crosses on the Lawn
If you have not had a chance to view the Crosses on the Lawn service you may do so at
this link on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/hbclouisville.org/videos/717025509001586
and this link on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmbeP4kGmVQ
We have had various members of the community visit the memorial and contact us for
more information. Some have even placed fresh flowers beside a few crosses. There were
press articles on WDRB and WLKY, along with written stories in the Courier-Journal and
LEO Weekly.
Since the time when we offered a reading of the names last weekend, there are nine
additional crosses on the lawn. We will recite the names of those lives lost in worship on
Sunday.
We are now offering candles for use in your own personal time among the crosses. Please
feel free to visit the crosses, light a candle, and offer a prayer of peace for those who
grieve this holiday season. The candles are placed beside the glass lobby doors, though
you will need to bring a lighter for your candle. All are welcome to this sacred space.

Seeking Writers for New Year Blessings
This January we are hoping to offer spiritual support for the mental health and
wellness of our people. This has been a hard year and we know that it all won’t go
away just because we can’t sigh and say “2020” together. One of our staff’s
favorite books is John O’Donohue’s To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book
of Blessings. First given to me by Keith Eiken, this book has been a great gift over
the years as O’Donohue’s words make sacred life’s transitions, big events, and
mundane moments. Examples of his blessings include: For a New Home, For a New
Position, For a Friend on the Arrival of Illness, For a Mother-to-Be, for a Prisoner, For
One Who Is Exhausted, etc. I am recruiting people who would be interested in writing
a blessing to share with our church family in January. I'm hoping for blessings meant
for people in specific life moments: whether applying for a new job, dealing with
infertility, coming out to family, meeting with a therapist for the first time, etc. If
interested, please email Carol (carol@HBCLouisville.org) for more details.

Carol Harston

Staying Connected Outside These Walls
As we live through these days where we are rarely, if ever, physically connected with
each other we make use of technology to bridge some of the gaps that exist between
us. Below are some of the ways that you may use to stay connected to the
community of Highland Baptist Church:
Worship from the sanctuary on our Facebook page at 7:00 p.m. on Friday nights
and 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. These streams also appears on our YouTube
page.
Bible study via Zoom. Several adult Bible study classes are gathering weekly via
Zoom which allows connectivity via computer or phone. If your Bible study class
would like to begin meeting this way, email Carol at carol@hbclouisville.org or Walter
at walter@hbclouisville.org.

Did You Know...
That the Young Adults have a podcast?! “The Commons @HBC” Please know that you are
welcome to listen to these reviews of the sermon, happenings in Highland’s Young Adult
world, and conversation between the host, David Bannister and his weekly guests. You can
listen here: https://anchor.fm/the-commons-hbc/ or on Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5Tiqbi1tAOvtOVxn5qLDpi

Friday Church Corner
The overriding concern from the Friday Church Corner this week is to uphold our Debbie
Lemmon in heart and prayer as she is hospitalized with the COVID-19 virus and other
health concerns. Let us pray for them both, and for the physical and spiritual wellness of
their family.
At a time when some days can seem especially dark and fractured, take what Fred Bogert
shared last week: “There’s a baby comin.” YES, INDEED!
Keep the faith.
Share the faith.
Walk together.
~ Barbara Colvert, Friday Ministry Group Chair

