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November 24, 2020

Thanksgiving Worship
You are invited to log onto Highland’s Facebook page or YouTube channel for a special
Thanksgiving Day service on Thursday, November 26. We continue to worship safely from
our homes due to the high virus rates but a special movie has been created with all the
elements of our well-loved Thanksgiving morning service, complete with moments of
gratitude from our faith community! The movie will be available for viewing on
Thanksgiving morning at 8:30 a.m. Phyllis and Chet Watson decorated the Commons with
their beautiful fall foliage as a backdrop to our service. The service bulletin will be available
via a link in the comments. We look forward to the day when we can gather safely again in
our sanctuary for this beloved service because don’t forget—this is the one service of the
year that comes with the smell of a delicious breakfast wafting upstairs from Fellowship
Hall!

Highland’s Thanksgiving Day Offering
The special offering received Thanksgiving morning is very special and crucial to one of
Highland’s most important mission projects… to provide affordable housing to needy
families. More specifically, this offering will provide Highland’s portion of the sponsorship
for a Habitat for Humanity home to be built this Spring.
For the last 26 years, a group of Baptist churches has pooled funds and volunteers to build

a “Baptist Sponsored” home. The sponsorship fee
pays for the materials needed for construction.
Over the last few years, the cost of construction
materials has skyrocketed. The sponsorship fee has
risen from $25,000 to $50,000. Historically, our
contribution has been approximately $3,000. This
needs to increase to at least $5,000. We need your
contributions.
You can give by sending or bringing an offering
designated for Habitat for Humanity to the church
office. Or you can give online by clicking on the
button below. Please be sure to put "Habitat for
Humanity" in the “Comments” section.
Your offering can be received through the end of
December.
Being thankful for the blessings of your own home
and mindful of the importance of home ownership, give generously with a joyful heart!
Thank You for supporting this mission project!

Yes, I want to make my Thanksgiving Day offering online!

Hope for a Weary World
Advent 2020
Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try to do the right
thing, the dawn will come. ~ Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird
You are likely familiar with the line of the well-loved Christmas carol, O Holy Night, that
says, “A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices!” We can certainly relate to the weariness
of the world this Advent, can’t we? And yet hope feels . . . complicated this year.

How will Advent at Highland be different during a world-wide pandemic? We invite you to
join us for worship on the four Sundays of Advent beginning November 29, 10:00 a.m. on
Highland’s YouTube and Facebook accounts. Each Sunday, we will offer a different
challenge for us to live with a posture of hope as we wait, watch, and pray for God to make
a way in our weary world.
In addition, below are some of the other creative ways we will connect with God and point
one another toward Hope throughout this Advent season. Maybe, in the midst of our
Advent journey together, Hope will be born, once again, within us.

Reflecting Together
Each day of Advent, you will receive an email with a devotion written by a member of our
Highland family. These devotions will also be available daily on Facebook and in its entirety
on our website. If you would like a hard copy of the devotional booklet to use at home, they
will also be available Monday, November 30-Friday, December 4, outside the doors to the
educational building from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., weather permitting.
Additionally, on Monday-Fridays, our ministers will post videos on YouTube and Facebook
inviting you to join them for a daily reflection throughout the Advent season.
We invite you to share these videos and devotions on social media! In addition, you might
want to post your own video or reflection about where you are finding Hope this Advent
season. What a wonderful way for us to hear from the unique voices of the Highland family
and to share Highland’s thoughtful and progressive voice with our wider community. As you
share on social media, feel free to use the hashtag #hopeforawearyworld.

Supporting our Community
We will collect a special offering at our Thanksgiving Day
service for Habitat for Humanity. This offering directly supports
our annual partnership “Baptist House” here in Louisville.
Financial contributions will be collected through the end of the
calendar year. Read more about this offering here.
Our annual Christmas Store will take place on Saturday, December
12. We encourage you to donate toys and books by November 29.
Read more about the Christmas Store here.
In lieu of Christmas Baskets for Highlands Community Ministries,
due to COVID-19, we are raising funds to donate gift cards to
families. Donate here. Please type “HCM Gift Cards” in the
comments section.

Holding Space for Grief and Loss
As is our tradition at Highland, on Sunday, December 6, at 3:00 p.m., the second Sunday
of Advent—Peace Sunday, we will place crosses on our front lawn in memory of the 133
people who have died in Louisville so far this year as a result of violence. While this ritual
is familiar to us, it is a poignant time of loss for those who grieve deeply during this holiday
season.
Due to the restrictions of Covid-19, we are not able to invite the entire church to participate

in this ritual. A limited number of people from our Anti-Racism
Team and Reparations Task Force will be present. We invite the
rest of the Highland family to join us virtually via Facebook Live or
YouTube. You are also invited to visit the memorial in person on
your own at any point through the end of the year.

Leaving Room for the Unexpected
We acknowledge that this is an Advent season unlike any other,
and so many of our original plans have needed to be re-planned
and completely re-imagined. We have hopes for some additional
opportunities to connect as we get closer to Christmas, but we
are also holding these hopes alongside a deep respect for our
state’s efforts to fight Covid-19 and our deep care for the health and wellbeing of our entire
community. Please read the newsletter for more up-to-date information each week. In the
meantime, let’s leave room for Hope to come in unexpected ways among us as we make
this Advent journey together.

Update from Finance Ministry Group
Pledged income is at 97.3%.
If possible, please fulfill your 2020 pledge to help us close the gap between income
and expenses.
We continue to give thanks for your gifts to the work of our faith community during
these difficult and unique days.

Click here to give online

How Do We Pray in 2020?

This week, we’re leaning into Psalm 30 as
we seek to pray in 2020. Available through
this week’s blog post include some
commentary notes, images, and videos.
Miss out on a week so far?
Week One: Psalm 74
Week Two: Psalm 86
Week Three: Psalm 23
For more about the series, click here.

Please Note:
All in-person services, activities, meetings and events at Highland Baptist Church are
cancelled until further notice.

Staying Connected Outside These Walls
As we live through these days where we are rarely, if ever, physically connected with
each other we make use of technology to bridge some of the gaps that exist between
us. Below are some of the ways that you may use to stay connected to the
community of Highland Baptist Church:
Worship from the sanctuary on our Facebook page at 7:00 p.m. on Friday nights
and 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. These streams also appears on our YouTube
page.
Bible study via Zoom. Several adult Bible study classes are gathering weekly via
Zoom which allows connectivity via computer or phone. If your Bible study class

would like to begin meeting this way, email Carol at carol@hbclouisville.org or Walter
at walter@hbclouisville.org.

Mission Corner
Annual Christmas Store Gift Donations
Highland is excited to once again serve our
community through The Christmas Store at
Highland! For the past seven years, this store has
served as a wonderful way to build relationships
through shopping for Christmas presents with
families we have met through a variety of local
ministries. This year we will be practicing social
distancing and adjusting our usual practices to follow
the governor’s recommendations for COVID-19 best
practices.
This year, the store will look a little different, but our
goal will be the same. The store is an alternative to
gift sponsorship that allows parents and caregivers
the opportunity to provide for and pick out gifts for their children. Each year you generously
donate new toys and books, which constitutes the merchandise in our Christmas Store.
Parents shop from a variety of items and buy their gifts at an 80% discount. Each year, the
store is staffed with a small group of volunteers, so the shoppers can have a true
Christmas shopping experience. They select gifts themselves with their individual children
in mind. The store offers gifts for children from birth to age 18. In addition, each family is
given one free book per child.
In order to maintain social distancing, this year we invite donations to be shipped directly to
the church. Highland Christmas Store ℅ Highland Baptist Church, 1101 Cherokee Rd,
Louisville, KY 40204. Please note that all gifts must be received by December 5, 2020. We
have wish lists set up at:
Amazon
Target
Carmichaels
Alternatively, you can make a cash donation by clicking the button below, which we will use
to purchase gifts for our store. Please type “Highland Christmas Store” in the comment
section.
If you cannot order or give online but would like to make a donation to the Christmas Store,
contact Alecia Fuller for assistance.

Yes, I want to make a cash donation to Highland's Christmas Store!

CBF KY Book Club
On November 30 and December 1, at 7:00 p.m., Bob Coons and Gator
Blanchard will co-host CBF Kentucky’s book study. They have chosen,
Cody Sanders’ “Queer Lessons for Churches on the Straight and
Narrow.” To register for this, email Peggy at office@cbfky.org.

Louisville Community Bail Fund, LCBF
Many of you have inquired about a troubling story that WAVE-3 ran a few weeks ago about
the Bail Fund we support financially, with volunteers, and in partnership. Missy Smith and I
have a 15-minute conversation exploring some facts and corrections to the story. Please
reach out to Missy or me if you have further questions!
~ Lauren Jones Mayfield

Christmas Boxes for McCreary County, KY
Every year, the Mission-Minded Women and Jean Janes Missionary Groups support CBF
field education personnel, Scarlette Jasper in Appalachia with the Christmas box project.
Thank you to each of you who contributed donations and funds to this special need.
Over 50 boxes were created and gifted to isolated senior adults and children as well.
Thank you to Chee Hamilton for delivering some of the boxes to Scarlette last week, and to
Beverly Breyette who organized the boxes for the children. Scarlette is pictured receiving
the donations.

Kentucky Refugee Ministries Needs Coats
If you would like to donate a winter coat, either new or very gently used, to KRM families
this winter season, contact Jane Parker.

