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November 17, 2020

Church Marks
The Reign of Christ Sunday
The liturgical church year with its seasons of Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany, etc., comes to a close this Sunday,
November 22, with The Reign of Christ Sunday,
completing the Christian journey through the life of Jesus
Christ on earth and in heaven. It is a day to remember that
when we get to the end—Christ Reigns!

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and
cornerstone;
chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the Church
in one;
holy Zion’s help forever and our confidence alone.
Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful all the gifts they ask to
gain:
what they gain from You forever with the blessed to
retain;
and hereafter in Your glory evermore with You to reign.

Church-Wide Vote on 2021 Budget
On Friday, November 6, you should have received an email from Mary Alice
highlighting significant changes to the 2021 proposed budget. While it is impossible
for any of us to know what to expect in 2021, the proposed budget is based on the
idea that Covid will continue into the coming year, with the hope that we will
gradually return to life together mid-year. There was good discussion with the
Finance Ministry Group about the budget via Zoom on Sunday, November 9, and we
will vote on the budget this weekend.

You will receive further instructions later this week via email to vote on the proposed
budget using an online ballot this Sunday, November 22. However, if you do not use
email, you are also welcome to call the church office to cast your vote on Monday
morning, November 23, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Thank you for your investment in our
budget process at Highland as we seek to prepare for the year ahead. And thank
you especially to our Finance Ministry Group for your faithful work among us in this
season.

Update from Finance Ministry Group
Pledged income received is at 95.9%.
If we receive 100% of our pledge income this will help to close the gap between
expenses and income.
Finance Ministry Group and Faithful Giving Ministry Group say thank you for your
continued faithfulness in your giving.

Thanksgiving Worship
You are invited to log onto Highland’s Facebook page or YouTube channel for a special
Thanksgiving Day service on Thursday, November 26. We continue to worship safely from
our homes due to the high virus rates but a special movie has been created with all the
elements of our well-loved Thanksgiving morning service, complete with moments of
gratitude from our faith community! The movie will be available for viewing on
Thanksgiving morning at 8:30 a.m. Phyllis and Chet Watson decorated the Commons with
their beautiful fall foliage as a backdrop to our service. The service bulletin will be available
via a link in the comments. We look forward to the day when we can gather safely again in
our sanctuary for this beloved service because don’t forget—this is the one service of the
year that comes with the smell of a delicious breakfast wafting upstairs from Fellowship
Hall!

Highland’s Thanksgiving Day Offering
The special offering received Thanksgiving
morning is very special and crucial to one of
Highland’s most important mission
projects… to provide affordable housing to
needy families. More specifically, this
offering will provide Highland’s portion of the
sponsorship for a Habitat for Humanity home
to be built this Spring.
For the last 26 years, a group of Baptist
churches has pooled funds and volunteers to
build a “Baptist Sponsored” home. The
sponsorship fee pays for the materials
needed for construction.
Over the last few years, the cost of
construction materials has skyrocketed. The
sponsorship fee has risen from $25,000 to
$50,000. Historically, our contribution has
been approximately $3,000. This needs to
increase to at least $5,000. We need your
contributions.
You can give by sending or bringing an
offering designated for Habitat for Humanity to the church office. Or you can give online by
clicking on the button below. Please be sure to put "Habitat for Humanity" in the
“Comments” section.
Your offering can be received through the end of December.
Being thankful for the blessings of your own home and mindful of the importance of home
ownership, give generously with a joyful heart!
Thank You for supporting this mission project!

Yes, I want to make my Thanksgiving Day offering online!

Christmas Poinsettias;
Orders Due By November 23
Highland’s beautiful stonewall sanctuary will be
decorated for the Advent season by our Worship
Ministry Group in late November and yes, despite the
fact that the pandemic continues to sweep through
Kentucky, we would like for poinsettias to adorn our
sacred space. All members are invited to purchase a
poinsettia for $15 in memory/in honor/in appreciation of
a family member, friend, or loved one. You may submit
payment and information through Highland’s website
by using the button below or contact Andria in the
church office (502-451-3735 ext. 26;
andria@hbclouisville.org). Order forms and payments must be in by this Monday,
November 23.

Take me to the online order form!

How Do We Pray in 2020?
This week, we’re leaning into Psalm 23 as
we seek to pray in 2020. Available through
this week’s blog post include some
commentary notes, images, and videos.
Miss out on a week so far?
Week One: Psalm 74
Week Two: Psalm 86
For more about the series, click here.

Meetings with Mary Alice
Due to our recent church office closure, Mary Alice is not meeting with
anyone in the church building at this time. However, she has started to
reschedule outside meetings as time and weather allow these types of
gatherings to be safe and feasible, so if you had originally scheduled
an outdoor meeting, you will be hearing from her soon. In the
meantime, Mary Alice is also happy to meet with anyone on Zoom or
by phone if you’d like to meet with her in this way. Simply email Mary
Alice and let her know a few times that generally work for your
schedule. If you would rather wait for an in-person meeting at church,
we will follow up with a new sign-up system as soon as we are safely able to move

forward. Thank you for your patience as we continue to find safe and meaningful ways to
gather in these days!

Highland’s Word To Our
Community
... on NPR: ...continuing to nurture our
faith community with Friday and Sunday
worship services available on Facebook
and YouTube.
... on our marquee:

Please Note:
All in-person services, activities, meetings and events at Highland Baptist Church are
cancelled until further notice.

Staying Connected Outside These Walls
As we live through these days where we are rarely, if ever, physically connected with
each other we make use of technology to bridge some of the gaps that exist between
us. Below are some of the ways that you may use to stay connected to the
community of Highland Baptist Church:
Worship from the sanctuary on our Facebook page at 7:00 p.m. on Friday nights
and 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. These streams also appears on our YouTube
page.
Bible study via Zoom. Several adult Bible study classes are gathering weekly via
Zoom which allows connectivity via computer or phone. If your Bible study class
would like to begin meeting this way, email Carol at carol@hbclouisville.org or Walter
at walter@hbclouisville.org.

HCM Holiday Curbside Food Drive
and Christmas Giveaway Program
This Sunday!
Highlands Community Ministries (HCM) is hosting a Holiday Curbside Food Drive this
Sunday, November 22,12:00-2:00 pm, front entrance at 1228 East Breckinridge Street. Pull
up and HCM volunteers will unload from your vehicle! They are seeking the following

donations:
Non-Perishable Food:
Hearty Soups and Stews with crackers
Hearty Pasta and Sauce
Macaroni and Cheese
Canned Meat and Tuna
New and Unopened Personal Hygiene items:
Bar Soap
Shampoo
Toilet Paper
Deodorant
Toothpaste
Shaving Cream
Christmas Giveaway:
HCM is not having their gift list and angel tree this year due to COVID-19. They are
seeking $25 gift cards to Walmart, Target, and Kroger.

Mission Corner
Annual Christmas Store Gift Donations
Highland is excited to once again serve our
community through The Christmas Store at
Highland! For the past seven years, this store has
served as a wonderful way to build relationships
through shopping for Christmas presents with
families we have met through a variety of local
ministries. This year we will be practicing social
distancing and adjusting our usual practices to follow
the governor’s recommendations for COVID-19 best
practices.
This year, the store will look a little different, but our
goal will be the same. The store is an alternative to
gift sponsorship that allows parents and caregivers
the opportunity to provide for and pick out gifts for their children. Each year, you
generously donate new toys and books, which constitutes the merchandise in our
Christmas Store. Parents shop from a variety of items and buy their gifts at an 80%
discount. Each year, the store is staffed with a small group of volunteers, so the shoppers
can have a true Christmas shopping experience. They select gifts themselves with their
individual children in mind. The store offers gifts for children from birth to age 18. In
addition, each family is given one free book per child.
In order to maintain social distancing, this year we invite donations to be shipped directly to
the church. Highland Christmas Store ℅ Highland Baptist Church, 1101 Cherokee Road,
Louisville, KY, 40204. Please note that all gifts must be received by December 5. We have
wish lists set up at:

Amazon
Target
Carmichaels
Scholastic Book Club (Connect to teacher: H3ZRX, My Child: Highland)

Alternatively, you can make a cash donation by clicking the button below the video, which
we will use to purchase gifts for our store. Please type “Highland Christmas Store” in the
comment section.
If you cannot order or give online, but would like to make a donation to the Christmas
Store, please contact Alecia Fuller for assistance.

Yes, I want to make a cash donation to Highland's Christmas Store!

Calling All Mask Makers
Would you like to sew and donate a Christmas-themed reusable mask for shoppers at the
Christmas store? If so, please contact Elizabeth Howell.

Transgender Day of Remembrance
November 20 marks the eleventh Transgender Day of
Remembrance. Begun in 1999, this day is set aside to
remember our transgender siblings who have been killed
because of their gender identity.
You are invited to attend a virtual memorial service at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary this
Friday, November 20, to honor the forty-seven lives who have been lost over the past year.

If you plan to attend, please contact Lauren Jones Mayfield and she will share with you the
zoom link for the service which will take place at 11:30 a.m.
To our transgender and non-binary members of our church family and beyond, we seek to
stand proudly with you—for together we embody a more complete and beautiful picture of
all who gather at God’s table. May the God of love and full inclusion and justice be our
guide.

