
Invitation to Worship  Carol Harston 
 
Prelude  André Campra, 1660-1744 
 Rigaudon 
 Brass Ensemble 
 
 THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS JUSTICE AND JOY 
 
Call to Worship – from Psalm 90  Carol Harston 
 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 
and prosper the work of our hands— 
O prosper the work of our hands. 
 

Hymn of Praise  hanover 
 The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy 
 Amy Pacyga, Soprano 
 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy; for Jesus restores what sin would destroy.  
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know, and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; the captives are freed, the sinners find place.  
The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share, and hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole.  
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, and all things cry “Glory!” to God All-in-all. 

 
Prayer of Praise  Nathan Marrs 
 
 FOR JESUS RESTORES WHAT SIN WOULD DESTROY 
 
The Gospel Lesson  Renee Purtlebaugh 
 Matthew 22:34-46 
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Prayer of Confession  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
 

God of mercy, Jesus’ parables intimidate us when we are in the position of the elite.  
Therefore, we understand not wanting to ask more questions as we fear the response    
may not be what we want. So, we lose our curiosity. We forget to ask about our neighbors. 
We miss your Presence. We no longer wonder about mystery. And then when your love 
seems far away, we implore you. Forgive us. Help us return to your embrace where we can 
love ourselves and one another just as you love us. Amen. 

 
Words of Assurance 
 

Jesus’ summation of the law and the prophets hangs on love: 
We seek to love God with our full selves— 
heart, soul, mind, and bodies together. 
This love is radical and holistic. 
We seek to love the Other just as we seek 
to nurture God’s grace within us. 
In light of this love, rest well in the promise of forgiveness. 
You are one of God’s own. 

 
Anthem  Paul Mealor 
 If Ye Love Me 
 Soprano and Alto Ensemble 
 
Exchange of Peace  Gene Streible 
 
Meditation  crimond 
  arr. Douglas Smith 
 The Lord’s My Shepherd 
 Brass Ensemble 
 
 GOD’S POWER AND GLORY IN JESUS WE KNOW 
 
The Epistle Lesson  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 
Sermon 
 The Worship That Is Our Very Lives 



 AND HERE AND HEREAFTER THE KINGDOM SHALL GROW 
 
Hymn (289)  gillard 
 The Servant Song 
 Soprano and Alto Ensemble 

 



We are grateful for the lay leadership in today’s services: Nathan joined Highland in 2014, is a member of 
the Transformers Bible Study Class and served as a deacon. He and Jackie are the proud parents of Owen 
and Wes. Nathan serves Friendship House as a chaplain. Gene Streible joined Highland in 2009, has 
served as a deacon, a member of the Nomads Bible Study Class, and serves on the Worship Ministry 
Group. Allison Todd joined Highland in 2013, has served as a deacon, a member of the Nomads Bible 
Study Class, a greeter, and serves on the Hospitality Ministry Group. 
 
We appreciate the musical gifts in today’s service from the choral ensemble singers: Linda Campbell,  Mary 
Miller Dwyer, and Amy Pacyga, sopranos; Kathy Collier and Hannelore Mehler, altos. Our Brass  Ensem-
ble, under the direction of Bruce Maples, rehearsed and recorded on October 18 for today’s service. We 
are grateful to Neil Barton and Matthew Porter, trumpet; Allison Cross, Lary Davis, and Larry Hoover, 
trombone; and Adam Price, tuba. 
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A thinking, feeling, healing 

community of faith 

Offertory Prayer  Allison Todd 
 
News for the Community  Perry Dixon 
 
Doxology  old hundredth 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

 
Benediction  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 
Postlude                               Gordon Young 
 Toccata in ein’ feste burg 


