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September 15, 2020

Update from Finance Ministry Group
Thank you for your continued giving towards the work of Highland in this time of uncertainty. The Finance
Ministry Group presents this information regarding our finances not to alarm but rather to inform. As the
COVID pandemic began, the giving remained strong. However, as it has continued now into the sixth
month, we are seeing a decrease in income. Here are a few things to note from the information below:

Through August our actual expenses have exceeded income by $79,707.
While Pledged Income continues to remain strong – through August it is at 94.32%, Non-Pledged
Income is over $110,00 below budget.
Total Income is down $56,795 from last year.
Yes, expenses are below budget, but income is even more so, creating an almost $80,000 deficit
as of 8/31/20. Plus, we are now fully staffed, meaning personnel costs will be higher for the
balance of 2020.

Again, we say thank you for your faithful giving and ask that it continues as it is possible.
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Weekend Services

Sixteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Exodus 16:2-15

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 20:1-16

Mary Alice Birdwhistell, Proclaimer

Please Note:

All in-person services, activities, meetings and events at Highland Baptist Church are cancelled until
further notice.

Staying Connected Outside These Walls

As we live through these days where we are rarely, if ever, physically connected with each other we
make use of technology to bridge some of the gaps that  exist between us. Below are some of the
ways that you may use to  stay connected to the community of Highland Baptist Church:

Worship from the sanctuary on our Facebook page at 7:00 p.m. on Friday nights and 10:00
a.m. on Sunday mornings. These streams also appears on our YouTube page.

Bible study & children’s gatherings via Zoom. Several  adult Bible study classes and Pastor
Renee are gathering weekly via Zoom which allows connectivity via computer or phone. If your
child would like to connect, email Renee. If your Bible study class would like to begin meeting this
way, email Carol at carol@hbclouisville.org or Walter at walter@hbclouisville.org.

Meet with Mary Alice - New Dates Available

I am loving my times meeting the Highland family face to face, and I look forward to meeting many more of
you in the days to come. Please be assured that I will continue opening up more meeting times each
week! I will continue to do this throughout the fall until I am able to meet with everyone. To schedule a time
to meet with me, please visit https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CA9AC23A0F9C34-meet2. Please
note that I will need to meet at Highland (socially distant and masked inside or outside) on weekdays
during office hours. On weeknights or weekends, I’m happy to meet offsite and come to your
front porch/back porch, have you over to mine, or meet at another outside space. Know how much I value
this time with you, friends! I hope to learn your stories, to discover what you value most deeply about
Highland, to listen to your concerns or questions about the future, and to hear your hopes and dreams for
our faith community as we journey together in the days ahead.  ~ Mary Alice

Why I Give by Steven Michael Carr

In this time when many of us are not inside the walls of the church, I often wonder what it is my offering
goes toward. Why is it important that I give? In early August, my grandfather passed away, and while it
was expected, you can never fully prepare yourself for the passing of a loved one. And for ten days after
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he died, someone from church showed up at my doorstep every afternoon, wearing a mask, to drop off
meals. It reminded me of the Young Adult Retreat a few years ago when, in a breakout group, Kelsey
Kahne said, “Church is important to me because they’re the people you can count on to bring you food
when you’re sick.” That stuck with me, and in this time of grieving I knew her words to be true. THAT is the
church in action. So is coordinating support for protesters being released from jail (thank you anti-racism
ministry group). As is putting on such stellar online church services (watching on Sunday is such an
important part of my weekly routine). I know a lot of work goes into coordinating those things. As a
deacon, I know coordinating care for the congregation, ESPECIALLY NOW, takes a lot of effort and I’m
thankful to have software that allows us as deacons to effectively communicate with the rest of our
churchfolk. All of those things cost money. And I, for one, am honored that my contributions make all of
this possible.

For the Living of These Days by Lauren Jones Mayfield

The phrase “for the living of these days” originated in Harry Emerson Fosdick’s beloved hymn “God
of Grace and God of Glory,” which he penned in 1930. Here is verse 2:

Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! Fears and doubts too long have
bound us, free our hearts to work and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of
these days, for the living of these days.

Fosdick was the senior pastor of the famed Riverside Church in the City of New York, a beacon of
progressive Christianity throughout the twentieth century and even still today. Speaking out against
the great fundamentalist take-over of the 1920s, the Vietnam War and hosting in the pulpit notable
figures like Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela and Episcopal bishop Gene Robinson among
many others like Barbara Brown Taylor, Traci Robinson, and Barbara Lundblad, Riverside’s steeple
not only stands tall against the NYC skyline, but so does her reputation of social justice and
extravagant love.

Fosdick knew like the rest of us that where we have been bound by fear and doubt, our creativity
suffers. Do you know this in your own heartaches and pains of life? When depression is real or
anxiety is present even reading a book or picking out soup at the grocery store can feel like a
monumental task.

It is why I love the line, “Free our hearts to work and praise.” When we sing this, it is like we are
shouting out to God from the middle of life’s realities, “Give us creativity. Give us passion for good.
Give us opportunity to use our gifts and resources for the betterment of our common humanity.
Give us a chance to support the dignity of all your people. Help us thrive, even in the face of
adversity. We know this is going to take wisdom and courage because when we are threatened it is
instinctual to fight or freeze or take flight. But in this moment, of this day, as we choose abundant
life, may the Spirit continue to guide us and inspire us…free our hearts to work and praise.”

To sing this hymn with the Riverside Church in her magnificent sanctuary is sublime. Anything
becomes possible with the swell of the organ and the energy of the lifted voices. Even the wisdom
and courage necessary for the living of these days.

We need wisdom and courage this week as we prepare to hear the Attorney General’s report about
the Breonna Taylor investigation. We need ongoing wisdom and courage in the persistence of
COVID-19. We must rally in ourselves as children of God and in our communities this wisdom and
courage so that indeed our hearts might continue to be free, our minds thinking of liberation, and
our bodies centered on holy ground.

Highland, may our living these days bring us closer to one another despite social distancing, closer
to those who are marginalized despite our privilege, and closer to God, the One who frees our
hearts, despite our fears which long have bound us. Blessings upon your week!

Who Tells Your Story? Save the Date

The Young Adult Ministry invites all members of our community to participate in a night of welcome and
storytelling for our new Pastor, Mary Alice Birdwhistell, on Thursday, October 1, at 6:00 p.m.
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During this pandemic season, we want to share all the ways in which our community has transcended
beyond our building to love and support one another through the years. Plan to join us for this unique
event as it will be another way for us collectively to introduce Mary Alice to our congregation.

The story-telling event will happen via zoom. We will post the link in the newsletter the next two weeks.
We look forward to seeing you soon.

Installation Service for Mary Alice

Several of you have asked when we might have a service to officially install Mary Alice as pastor of
Highland. In talking with personnel, deacon leadership, and Mary Alice, we have all expressed that our
hope would be to do an in-person installation service sometime next year. We are certainly grateful for the
gift of technology that binds us together in this season. However, because so much has needed to happen
virtually throughout this call process, we would especially love to have an installation in person as a
church family (if and when that is possible) to mark this significant moment together face-to-face. We will
keep you updated as future plans transpire. In the meantime, know that we are grateful for the thoughtful
and creative ways you are helping to welcome Mary Alice to the Highland faith community!

Highland’s Word To Our Community
... on NPR: ...continuing to nurture our faith community with Friday and Sunday worship services available
on Facebook and YouTube.
... on our marquee:

Mission Corner

4 of 7



Here is a book review in the MY Times of Robert Jones' White Too Long: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08
/18/books/review/white-too-long-robert-p-jones.html .

HCM’s Empty Bowls 2020 is a Win-Win!

Please help Highlands Community Ministries fill the Empty Bowls in 2020! Empty Bowls Hunger Benefit for
2020 is an online giving campaign September 1 through October 8.

Not only will you be helping HCM feed our neighbors in need, but 10% of all donations during this time will
go towards APRON, Inc., a local non-profit that provides financial assistance to employees of Louisville’s
Independent Restaurant Community.

Plus, for every $50 donated, your name will be entered into a drawing for a set of locally hand-crafted
pottery bowls or a $25 gift card to a local restaurant.

Visit http://www.hcmlouisville.org for all the details! Thank you for your continued support to help our
neighbors in need!
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