
Lead on, O fiery pillar; we follow yet with fears, 
but we shall come rejoicing, though joy be born of tears. 
                                                                  ~ Ruth Duck 
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Invitation to Worship  Carol Harston 
 
Prelude  Felix Mendelssohn 
 Organ Sonata No. 3 
 II. Andante tranquillo 
 
 THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE 
 
Call to Worship – from Psalm 105  Carol Harston 
 

We will give thanks to you, O Lord, and call on your name. 
We will make known your deeds among the peoples, 
sing you our praises and tell of all your wonderful works. 
Glory in God’s holy name! Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
We will remember the wonderful works God has done. 
Seek God’s presence continually. 
Praise the Lord!  

 
Hymn of Praise  leoni 
 The God of Abraham Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Praise  Jan Forren 



 GOD’S LOVE SHALL BE OUR STRENGTH 
 
Choral Call to Prayer  text, Ruth Duck 
  music, Austin Echols 
 The Hope of Exodus 
 Cameron Carnes, Baritone 

 
The Gospel Lesson  Perry Dixon 
  Matthew 16:24-26 
  
Prayer of Confession  Renee Purtlebaugh 
 

When we stumble onto holy ground, we often find our hearts in our stomachs. A mix of       
curiosity and fear consume us, for You call us in while also suggesting that we let go. In those 
moments, fear threatens to freeze us in place or causes us to second guess our confidence in 
Your guidance. Forgive us when our trust wavers and our disbelief causes us to dismiss your 
voice so quickly. Whenever the Spirit gets our attention in surprising ways, remind us that the 
ground we stand on is infused with the sacred, nourishes learning and growth, nudges and 
calls us to act, and even brings a vision of hope for love and justice abundant. Amen.  

 
Words of Assurance 
 

Even when the wilderness seems to be all around in these days, scripture tells us that God is with us. 
And so today, we trust in the promise that God is present with us in this very moment. 
We lean into the promise that grace and forgiveness abound.  
We rest in the assurance of God’s deep and abiding love.  
 

The Exchange of Peace  Michele and Ron Smith 
 
Hymn  kingsfold 
  text, Thomas Troeger 
 We Need Each Other’s Voice to Sing 
 

We need each other’s voice to sing the songs our hearts would raise,  
to set the whole world echoing with one great hymn of praise.  
We blend our voices to complete the melody that starts with God  
who sets and keeps the beat that stirs our loving hearts. 
 
We need each other’s views to see the limits of the mind,  
that God in fact turns out to be far more than we’ve defined,  
that God’s own image shines in all, in every class and race,  
and every group receives the call to sing with faith and grace. 
 
We need each other’s voice to sing, each other’s strength to love,  
each other’s views to help us bring our hearts to God above.  
Our lives like coals placed side by side to feed each other’s flame,  
shall with the Spirit’s breath provide a blaze of faith to claim. 



We appreciate today’s Prayer of Praise from Jan Forren. Jan joined Highland in 2004 and is a member of the Prodigals 
Bible Study Class and sings in the Sanctuary Choir. She has served Highland as a deacon and also deacon chair. She  
and Gary are parents to four adult children and grandparents to two grand daughters. Dr. Forren teaches in the         
University of Kentucky College of Nursing. 
  
The Exchange of Peace was offered today by Michelle and Ron Smith. They joined Highland in 2007. Michelle is  
a retired teacher from JCPS and a member of the Seekers Bible Study Class. Ron is software developer with JCT Tech-
nologies and teaches the Salt Bible Study Class. They are proud parents of two young adult daughters. 
 
We appreciate the music gifts of Cameron Carnes in today’s worship. Cameron is one of Highland’s Choral Scholars 
singing in the Sanctuary Choir. A Louisville native, he is a graduate of the Youth Performing Arts School and a junior   
at University of Louisville majoring in vocal performance. 
 
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved. 

Prayers of the People  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
 
 IN PROPHETS WORD GOD SPOKE OF OLD,  
 GOD’S VOICE SPEAKS STILL 
 
The Hebrew Lesson  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 Exodus 3:1-15 
 
The Hope of Exodus  text, Ruth Duck 
  music, Austin Echols 
 Cameron Carnes, Baritone 
 
Sermon   
 Harboring the Hope of Exodus: Meeting God in the Wasteland 
 
  WHO WAS, AND IS, AND IS TO BE, FORE’ER THE SAME! 
 
Solo  Craig Courtney 
 Be Not Afraid 
 Cameron Carnes, Baritone 
 
Global Mission Moment and Offertory Prayer  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
 
News for the Community  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
 
Prayers for the School Year  Renee Purtlebaugh 
 
Doxology  old hundredth 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

 
Benediction  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 
Postlude  Felix Mendelssohn 
 Organ Sonata No. 2 
 II. Allegro maestoso e vivace 


