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We pray our sons and daughters  
may journey to that land  

where justice dwells with mercy  
and love is Law’s demand.   

                                                             ~ Ruth Duck 
 

EXODUS 

Harboring the 
HOPE of 



Invitation to Worship  Kathy Collier 
 
Introit  salvation, Kentucky Harmony, 1816 
  arr. Milburn Price 
 I Sing Th’Almighty Power of God 

 

I sing th’almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise. That spread the flowing  
seas abroad and built the lofty skies. I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day.  
The moon shines full at his command and all the stars obey. 
 

I sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food. God formed the creatures  
with his word and then pronounced them good. Lord, how thy wonders are displayed  
wherever I turn my eye. If I survey the ground I tread or gaze upon the sky! 
 

There’s not a plant or flower below but makes thy glories know. And clouds arise  
and tempests blow by order from thy throne. While all that borrows life from thee is ever  
in thy care, and every where that we can be, Thou, God, are present there. Amen.  

 
 GOD OF PAST, WHO BY YOUR SPIRIT,  
 LED YOUR PEOPLE THROUGH EACH AGE 
 
Call to Worship – from Psalm 138  Kathy Collier 
 

We give thanks to God with our whole heart. 
We give thanks for God’s steadfast love and faithfulness! 
Though high above all things, God sees the lowly. 
Even when we are in deep trouble, God makes us live again. 
The love of God lasts forever! 

 
Hymn of Praise   hyfrydol 
 God of Past, Who by Your Spirit 

 

God of past, who by Your Spirit, led Your people through each age,  
may we learn from their example, by their faith our doubts assuage.  
May their steadfast resoluteness as they followed in Your way  
be for us an inspiration as we serve the present day. 
 

God of present undertakings, give us wisdom as we build  
for our service in Your kingdom that Your purpose be fulfilled.  
May our vision be far reaching, and our work by You decreed,  
that in building for the present, we discern tomorrow’s need. 
 

God of hope, to Whom our service is entrusted for the day  
when Your kingdom is established and all people know Your way,  
by the leading of Your Spirit guide us now, new faith instill,  
that we face the future boldly for the doing of Your will.  
 

Prayer of Praise  Perry Dixon 



 MAY WE LEARN FROM THEIR EXAMPLE,  
 BY THEIR FAITH OUR DOUBTS ASSUAGE 
 
Choral Call to Prayer  text, Ruth Duck 
  music, Austin Echols 
 The Hope of Exodus 

 
Prayer of Confession  Lauren Jones Mayfield 

 

Forgive us, O God, when your stories and promises of liberation seem too good to be true.  
Sometimes we try to control the narrative, or we omit the parts that scare us. We think we 
know better the path to wholeness. We want to bypass the hard, long work of healing. 
Forgive our fear and arrogance. Humble us to return to the sacred stories in Scripture 
with new attentiveness. Inspire us to join the redemption in ourselves by sharing our gifts 
liberally. Equip us to join the communal practice of reparation so that freedom might be 
discovered anew. Amen.  
 

Words of Assurance – The Epistle Lesson  
 Romans 12:1-8 
 
The Exchange of Peace 



Hymn  thaxted 
  Text by William Whitla 
 Let Streams of Living Justice 

  
Prayers of the People  Carol Harston 
 
 WHEN YOUR KINGDOM IS ESTABLISHED  
 AND ALL PEOPLE KNOW YOUR WAY 
 
The Hebrew Lesson  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 Exodus 1:8-2:10 
 
The Hope of Exodus  text, Ruth Duck 
  music, Austin Echols 



The photograph on the today’s bulletin cover was taken by Highland member, John Fitzgerald, and will be 
used for our study of Exodus. We appreciate John’s gift for usage of his photography. 
 
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved. 

Sermon  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 Harboring the Hope of Exodus: The God Who Sees Us 
 
 GUIDE US NOW, NEW FAITH INSTILL, THAT WE FACE  
 THE FUTURE BOLDLY FOR THE DOING OF YOUR WILL 
 
Hymn   beach spring 
 We Are Travelers on a Journey 

 

We are travelers on a journey, fellow pilgrims on the road;  
we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.  
I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-time of your fear;  
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

Sister, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;  
pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.  
Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;  
pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you;  
I will share your joy and sorry, till we’ve seen this journey through.  
When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony,  
born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.  

 
Mission Moment and Offertory Prayer  Terri Connolly 
  
News for the Community  Perry Dixon 
 
Doxology  old hundredth 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that Love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

 
Benediction  Mary Alice Birdwhistell 
 
Postlude  Edward Elgar 
 Enigma Variations, Op. 36: “Nimrod” 


