God of creation,
all-powerful,
all-wise,
Lord of the universe
rich with surprise,
Maker, Sustainer
and Ruler of all,
we are
Your children —
You hear
when we call.
~ Margaret Clarkson
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Invitation to Worship

Jim England

Prelude

Dan Locklair

“The Peace may be exchanged.” from Rubrics

SOVEREIGN CREATOR, REDEEMER AND LORD,
NOW AND FOREVER YOUR NAME BE ADORED!
Call to Worship – from Psalm 66
Kathy Collier
O people, praise our God—the Artist of creation, the Lord of heaven and earth.
We worship our Maker with resounding praise!
In God we live and move and have our being; it is the Lord who gives us life and breath.
God has kept us among the living and not let our feet slip.
God formed all people to seek the Lord; indeed, our Creator is never far away.
Bless the Lord, who is faithful to us!
Hymn of Praise

slane
Margaret Clarkson, text

God of Creation, All-Powerful
God of creation, all-powerful, all-wise, Lord of the universe rich with surprise,
Maker, Sustainer and Ruler of all, we are Your children—You hear when we call.
God of the ages, through time’s troubled years, You are the One in whom history coheres;
nations and empires Your purpose fulfill, moving in freedom, yet working Your will.
Prayer of Praise

Kelly Garrett

WE ARE YOUR CHILDREN, YOU HEAR WHEN WE CALL
A Reading from Acts

Perry Dixon
Acts 17:22-31 (Pew Bible pages 134-135 – NT)

Choral Call to Prayer

slane
Margaret Clarkson, text

God of Redemption
God of redemption, who wrought our rebirth, called out Your church from the ends of the earth,
Still You are Savior—put darkness to flight; overcome sin by salvation’s pure light!

Prayer of Confession
Perry Dixon
We seek the truth with earnest delight and greedy curiosity, but the truth always demands
sacrifice as it sets us free. Forgive us our preference for accessible answers with no cost and
minimal change required. Purify our curiosity and focus our gaze. Tell us the good news
again so that we might hear it as if it is the first time. Forgiven and made new, you send us
forth with a message to live and a mouth filled with praise. Praise be to our Forgiver, Amen.

Words of Assurance – adapted from 1 Peter 3:15-18a
Always be ready to witness to God’s inclusive love and expansive grace
to anyone who wants to know about this hope that is in you.
Speak with gentleness and reverence, trusting that God’s truth emerges
not from your words but the Spirit at work through you.
Live authentically from your true self. Malicious intent may come after you,
but your Christ-like ways will protect you from shame.
In sharing God’s love with others, we choose to suffer for doing good,
trusting that God’s presence goes before us, and our foot will not slip.

The Exchange of Peace
Hymn (383)

mcafee

Near to the Heart of God

GOD OF YOUR PEOPLE, YOUR WORD STILL STANDS FAST
The Gospel Lesson

Jim England
John 14:15-21 (Pew Bible page 107 – NT)

Sermon

Sacred Orphans

COVENANT GOD, EVER FAITHFUL AND TRUE
Hymn of Response

slane
Margaret Clarkson, text

God of Your People
God of Your people, Your Word still stands fast—do for us now as You’ve done in the past!
Yours is the Kingdom—Your triumph we claim, challenging evil in Jesus’ strong name.
God of our now, all our trust is in You, Covenant God, ever faithful and true;
Sovereign Creator, Redeemer and Lord, now and forever, Your name be adored!
Offertory Prayer

Phillip Garrett

News for the Community

Perry Dixon

Benediction
Jim England
May God, who creates, redeems, and sustains,
keep you steadfast in faith, buoyant in hope, and abounding in love.
And may the blessing of the Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One, be among us always.
Postlude

John Marsh

Rejoice Greatly

Kelly and Phillip Garrett joined Highland in May, 2003. Kelly plays in Highland’s orchestra, sings in
Sanctuary Choir, and is a member of the Messengers Bible Study Class. She teaches physics at Atherton High School. Phillip is currently serving as a deacon and teaches Preschool Bible Study in the
11:00 hour. Phillip is a chaplain with Norton Healthcare. They are the proud parents of young adult
children, Molly and Jillian Garrett.
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