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Teach our hearts  
to treasure mercy,  

whether given  
or received — 

for our need  
has not diminished  

since the day  
we first believed:  

let us seek no satisfaction  
boasting of what  

we have done,  
but rejoice that  

we are pardoned  
and accepted  

in Your son. 

 

~ Martin Leckebusch 



Invitation to Worship  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
 
Choral Introit  text, Mary Louise Bringle 
  temple of peace 
 Light Dawns on a Weary World 

 

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. Light dawns on a weary world: the  
promised day of justice comes. The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; the hills and  
mountains shall break forth with singing! We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, as all the world in  
wonder echoes shalom. Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are  
fed. Love grows in a weary world: the promised feast of plenty comes. The trees shall clap their hands; the dry  
lands, gush with springs; the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! We shall go out in joy, and be  
led forth in peace, as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 
 O GOD BEYOND ALL PRAISING, WE WORSHIP YOU TODAY 
 
Call to Worship – 1 Peter 2:4-5  Jude Mayfield 
 

Come to Christ, a living stone,  
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and like living stones, let us be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,  
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

 
Hymn of Praise (366)  thaxted 
 O God Beyond All Praising 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Praise   Buddy Lee 



 AND SING THE LOVE AMAZING THAT SONGS CANNOT REPAY 
 
A Reading from Acts  Carol Harston 
 Acts 7:54-60  
 
Choral Prayer  detroit 
 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 
 

 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive” you taught us, Lord, to pray; but you alone can grant us grace to live the words  
we say. How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart that broods on wrongs and will not let old 
bitterness depart? In blazing light your cross reveals the truth we dimly knew, what trivial debts are owed to us,  
how great our debt to you. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls and bid resentment cease. Then, bound to  
all in bonds of love, our lives will spread your peace.  ~ Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820 
   

The Psalm  Carol Harston 
 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16   
 
Prayer of Confession 

 

Holy God, we spend too many hours worrying that you will leave us alone and unprotected.  
We confess how easily we adapt to others' anxieties and adopt other’s fears 
when we assume that we are living without your companionship. 
You call us to speak truth amidst crowds stirred up by suspicion of the unknown.  
Help us to confront the fear in the crowd rather than to hate the people trapped by it. 
Breathe your peace upon us so that your grace might transform our enemies 
into neighbors we can love with our whole heart. Amen. 

Words of Assurance – from 1 Peter 2 
 

But we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, God’s own people,  
in order that we may proclaim the mighty acts of God 
who called us out of darkness into marvelous light. 
Once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people;  
once we had not received mercy, but now we have received mercy. 
 

The Exchange of Peace 
 
Anthem  arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 
 Bright Canaan 

 

O who will come and go with me, I am bound for the land of Canaan. I’m bound fair Canaan’s land to see,  
I am bound for the land of Canaan. O, Canaan, bright Canaan, I’m bound for the land of Canaan. O, Canaan,  
it is my happy home, I am bound for the land of Canaan. I’ll join with them who’ve gone before. Where sin  
and sorrows are no more, I’m bound for the land of Canaan. Our songs shall fill the skies, I am bound for the  
land of Canaan. And higher still our joys they rise, I am bound for the land of Canaan. 

 
 WE LIFT OUR HEARTS BEFORE YOU AND WAIT UPON YOUR WORD 
 
The Gospel Lesson  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
 John 14:1-14 (Pew Bible pages 106-107 – NT) 
 
Sermon   
 Grief’s Reality with Down-to-Earth Love 



 WE HONOR AND ADORE YOU, OUR GREAT AND MIGHTY LORD 
 
Hymn of Response (688)   pleading savior 
 Show Us How to Stand for Justice 

 



Buddy Lee joined Highland in 1984 with his children, Kelsey and Jake. He is completing his 27th year           
as a social worker with Jefferson County Schools and will be retiring in June. Buddy serves on Highland’s 
Personnel Ministry Group. Robin is mom to five sons and three grandchildren, a certified yoga instructor 
and holds a degree in agriculture from Berea College. Robin joined Highland in early 2019. She and  
Buddy are members of the Salt Bible Study Class. 
 
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved. 

Offertory Prayer  Robin Ramsay Lee 
  
News for the Community  Carol Harston 
 
Benediction  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
 
Choral Benediction  text, Mary Louise Bringle 
  temple of peace 
 Hope Blooms in a Weary World 

 

Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. Hope blooms in a weary 
world: the promised green of Eden comes. The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;  
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, as all  
the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 
Postlude                               Austin Echols 
 Morning Reflections 


