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 CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 
 
Prelude  arr. Craig Phillips 
 Were You There? 
 
The Easter Gospel   Lauren Jones Mayfield
 John 20:1-10  
 
Congregational Response   

 

We are witness to the resurrection. 
The Lord is risen; he is risen indeed! (three-fold) 

 
Hymn of Praise (194)   easter hymn 
  arr. Austin Echols 
 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

  

  



Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving  Perry Dixon 
 

Christ is risen from the dead!  
These days may be difficult,  
but we cannot contain our astonishment  
over the resurrection of the crucified Christ. 
We praise you, O God,  
and give you thanks that you have given us such joy,  
such grace, and such hope for the journey  
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
May our lives be proof that there remains good news to share.  
May the paths we walk, the words we speak,  
the love we embody and the justice we pursue  
bear courageous witness to your resurrection power.  
Alleluia! Amen. 

 
 WHERE, O DEATH, IS NOW THY STING? 
 
The Witness of the Church  Carol Harston 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 
Prayer of Confession  Renee Purtlebaugh 
 

Living God, we name that the good news feels different this year 
as we worship at a distance from our fellow resurrection witnesses. 
We confess that rejoicing and grieving at the same time 
causes our hearts to be conflicted and disoriented. 
Draw us close to your first disciples who knew not whether  
to cry or cheer at the sight of the empty tomb. 
We do not yet understand these times,  
but you are resurrecting our spirits nonetheless. 
Forgive us our weariness. Meet us in our locked rooms. 
Transform us with your peace and send us forth to share the gospel, 
with our words and deeds proclaiming the life that death 
cannot destroy; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 
Words of Assurance and Affirmation – The Epistle Lesson  
 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
Where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds  
on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
For we have died, and our life is hidden with Christ in God.  
When Christ who is our life is revealed, then we also will be  
revealed with him in glory.  ~ Colossians 3:1-4 

 
The Exchange of Peace 
 
 
 
 
Anthem  K. Lee Scott 
 O Risen Lord 
 

O risen Lord, O glorious Son, now is the mighty battle won: songs of praising we are raising: 
Alleluia! On the third morning he arose, shining in vict’ry o’er his foes; earth is singing,  
heaven is ringing: Alleluia! After the death that him befell, Christ our Lord, has harrowed hell. 
Sing with gladness, gone is sadness: Alleluia! The Lord of all things lives anew and all his saints 
are rising, too: may our living be thanksgiving: Alleluia! 



 CHRIST HAS OPENED PARADISE 
 
The Gospel Lesson (continued)  Jim England 
 John 20:11-18  
 
Sermon  Resurrection is Personal 
 
  SING, YE HEAVENS, AND EARTH REPLY 
 
Hymn of Response (204)  puer nobis 
 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright 

  

  



Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved. 
 

Singers in today’s service are from Highland’s Sanctuary Choir:  
Mary Miller Dwyer and Linda Campbell, Soprano; Hannelore Mehler and Kathy Collier, Alto;  

Nicholas Claussen and Ben Horman, Tenor; Cameron Carnes and Austin Echols, Bass. 

Offertory Prayer  Carol Harston 
 

 We encourage everyone to continue supporting Highland’s  
 work of Love through our website: https://hbclouisville.org/give. 
 
Benediction  Jim England 

 

Receive the good news: 
Christ is risen from the dead  
and the world is forever changed! 
Proclaim the good news: 
the fear of death shall no more oppress us! 
Live the good news: 
the tomb is empty and we are set free 
to live abundantly with Easter joy! 

 
Postlude  Noel Rawsthorne 
 easter hymn 
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