
Christmas Eve Service 
of Lessons and Carols 

December 24, 2019 – Six O’clock p.m. 
Highland Baptist Church – Louisville, Kentucky 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth  
peace among those whom he favors!” 

~ Luke 2:14            
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Music Before the Hour  
 In Dulci Jubilo Johann Michael Bach 
 Vom Himmel Hoch Johann Pachelbel 
 
Chiming of the Hour 
 
Preparation for Worship  arr. Mack Wilberg 
 Sing Lullaby! 
 Cameron Carnes, baritone 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles  Debbie, Tracy, and Luke Holladay 
 
Processional Carol †   
 Once in Royal David’s City 
 Hannelore Mehler, mezzo-soprano 

 

Soloist: Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

All: He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 
 with the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Treble And through all his wondrous childhood he would honor and 
Voices: obey,love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay: 
 Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

Bass For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew, 
Voices: he was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew: 
 and he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness. 
 

All: And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming 
love,for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 

 and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.    
 

All: Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
 we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
 where like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around. 

 
The Bidding Prayer  Carol Harston 
 
 
 
 † For those who are able, we invite you to stand. 
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THE FIRST LESSON  Jude and Livia Mayfield 
 God announces in the Garden of Eden  
 that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 
 ~ Genesis 3:8-15 
 
Carol (81) †   
 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent 
 
THE SECOND LESSON  Bill Martin 
 God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed 
 shall the nations of the earth be blessed. 
 ~ Genesis 22:15-18 
 
Carol    John Rutter 
 Nativity Carol 
 

Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago; Born ‘neath light of star He who loved us so.  
Far away silent he lay, born today, your homage pay, for Christ is born for aye, born on 
Christmas Day. Cradled by mother so fair, tender her lullaby; over her son so dear angel 
hosts fill the sky. Far away silent he lay, born today, your homage pay; Christ is born for  
aye, born on Christmas Day. Wise men from distant far land, shepherds from starry hills  
worship this babe so rare, hearts with his warmth he fills. Love in that stable was born into 
our hearts to flow; innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know. 

 
THE THIRD LESSON  Doris Hornbuckle 
 Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 
 ~ Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 
 
Carol (127) †   
 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
THE FOURTH LESSON  Kathey Golightly Sanders 
 The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 
 ~ Micah 5:2-4 
 
Carol (107) †  .  
 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON  Tracy Holladay 
 The Angel Gabriel salutes the blessed virgin Mary. 
 ~ Luke 1:26-35, 38 
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Carol  arr. Howard Helvey 
 Wexford Carol 

 

Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind what our good 
God for us has done in sending His beloved Son. Mary holy we should pray, to God 
with love this Christmas Day; in Bethlehem upon that morn, there was a blessed 
Messiah born. Near Bethlehem shepherds keep their flocks of lambs and feeding 
sheep; to whom God’s angel did appear, which put the shepherds in great fear. 
“Prepare and go,” the angels said, “to Bethlehem, be not afraid; for there you’ll find, 
this happy morn, a princely Babe, sweet Jesus, born.” With thankful heart and joyful 
mind, the shepherds went the babe to find, and as God’s angel had foretold, they did 
our Savior Christ behold. Within a manger He was laid and by His side a virgin maid, 
attending on the Lord of Life, who came on earth to end all strife. 
 

THE SIXTH LESSON  Renee Purtlebaugh 
 St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 ~ Luke 2:1-7 
 
Carol (110)   
 Away in a Manger 
 

 
THE SEVENTH LESSON  Kathy Collier 
 The shepherds go unto the manger. 
 ~ Luke 2:8-16 
 
Offertory Carol  John Rutter 
 What Sweeter Music 

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this our heavenly 
King? Awake the voice! Awake the string! Dark and dull night, fly hence away, and 
give the honor to this day that sees December turned to May. 
 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile, like a field beset with corn? Or smell like a 
meadown newly shorn thus on the sudden? Come and see the cause, why things thus 
fragrant be. ‘tis he is born, whose quick’ning birth gives life and lustre public mirth, to 
heaven and the under-earth. 
 

We see him come, and know him ours, who, with his sunshine and his showers, turns 
the patient ground to flowers, turns all the patient ground to flowers. The darling of the 
world is come, and fit it is, we find a room to welcome him, to welcome him. 
 

The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart, which we will give him; and be-
queath this holly, and this ivy wreath, to do him honor; who’s our King, and Lord of all 
this reveling. What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this 
our heavenly King. 
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THE EIGHTH LESSON  Perry Dixon 
 The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 ~ Matthew 2:1-11 
 
Carol (124) †     
 The First Noel 
 
THE NINTH LESSON  Carol Harston 
 St. John unfolds the great mystery of incarnation. 
 ~ John 1:1-14 
 
Carol (102) †   
 Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come 
 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle and Passing of the Light 
 
Congregational Carol     
 Silent Night! Holy Night! 

 

Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
’round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  
 

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you.  Lauren Jones Mayfield 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
 
The Blessing   



 7 

 

Recessional Carol †    
 O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold him born the King of angels:  
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  
 
True God of true God, Light from Light eternal, 
lo, he shuns not the virgin’s womb;  
Son of the Father, begotten, not created; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 
“Glory to God, all glory in the highest”; 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
Organ Voluntary   Noel Rawsthorne
 On Christmas Night 
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Following the service, there will be deacons at each exit to collect contributions 
to the church’s Fellowship Fund, which helps those in need in our community. 

 
 

We are grateful to those who purchased poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary  
during the Advent season. If you purchased a poinsettia to honor a loved one,  

you may take it with you following tonight’s Lessons and Carols Service. 
 
 

We invite you to join us for one worship service on Sunday, December 29, 
at 10:00 a.m. There will be no 8:30, 9:30, or 11:00 a.m. worship services.  

Childcare is not provided for this service so we can all be together in worship. 

H  B  C     1101 C  R     L , KY 40204    (502) 451-3735    . .  

Our Mission... God’s Love compels us to cultivate a safe, welcoming community of faith where all are 
challenged to discover, grow, and serve, as together we boldly live out the worship that is our very lives. 
 

Our Vision... We dream of being an engaging, vibrant Christian church, where transformed people are 
joining the work of God, creating a world where justice and Love are abundant. 

 
A thinking, feeling, healing 

community of faith 
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