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Highland’s hymn, Look, You Saints, the Cloud of Witness, speaks of
“gathering ‘round this sacred place.” We have adopted this well-loved text
as your invitation to worship on Sunday, August 19, 10:30 a.m. ALL of
our faith community will be in the sanctuary for one service. Gathered
’Round, we will sing favorite hymns of faith, experience a children’s story,
recognize Bible Study teachers from this past year, and hear a word by
Perry Dixon, Highland’s Associate Pastor to Youth and Their Families.
Our regular Sunday worship schedule of 8:30, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
services will not be held on this one Sunday, August 19. Also, there
will be no Bible study classes, nursery, or Worship Care for children
so we can all experience worship together. Children’s books and other
child-friendly activities will be available in the Commons for our youngest
children accompanied by a family member, should you need space to move
about more freely.
Following worship, the doors will open and everyone will be invited to picnic on the church’s greenspaces either by packing a lunch for yourself or your family or purchase lunch from “Boo Boos Smoke Shack
Food Truck”. They’ll be serving BBQ, sides and drinks right on our lawn. Is there a rain plan? We’re working
on that—more information coming soon!

New School Year Begins at Highland This August
We will be back with Wednesday Night Dinner and Programming on August 22 and we will celebrate
Promotion Sunday on August 26. Information about upcoming Wednesday evening classes and opportunities to get involved this school year are listed on page 2 of this newsletter. We ask for your prayers as our
upcoming ministries prepare to challenge us to discover, grow, and serve through our life together!
We will continue using Gracious Plenty Catering to provide our Wednesday evening entrees and side
dishes. Highland volunteers will continue preparing desserts, beverages and complete all set up and cleanup.
Volunteers are always welcomed! Please contact Kathy Belcher for more information.
Dinner will be served from 5:20 to 6:00 p.m. See page 3 of this newsletter for the menu.
The cost of the meal is $7.00 for adults, $3.50 for children ages 4-12, $21.00 maximum for immediate
family WITH a reservation and $8.00 for adults, $4.00 for children ages 4-12, $24.00 maximum for
immediate family WITHOUT a reservation. People who are able to contribute are invited to help cover
the cost of a meal for members or visitors who cannot afford the cost.
To help us be good stewards of our financial resources, it’s crucial that dinner reservations are accurate
and current. We ask all folks who would like a standing supper reservation to call the church office or email
Deb Ackerson (deb@hbclouisville.org)—even if you’ve had a standing reservation in the past. Please be
sure to add or cancel reservations as needed by Tuesday at 11:00 a.m.
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Wednesday Night Fall Programming for Children Begins Anew
“For the children of today, your children, and for these children who will be the church of tomorrow,
discover and use to the utmost the great potential of the children’s choir.” ~ Ruth Jacobs, 1959

Ruth Jacobs founded the national organization of Choristers
Guild and her words ring true today—58 years later! Highland is
blessed to have a graded children’s choir program with adult
leadership who are musicians, plus, they know and love children!
Our Wednesday evening programming begins a new
year on August 22, and we are ready for the sounds of children
busy with play—a child’s way of learning new skills, connecting
with their peers, and learning of God’s love through music and activities.
 Gathering Time ALL of our Wednesday night children build
community by singing together for 5-7 minutes before going
to their graded choir activities.
 Carol Choir (3’s 4’s & young 5’s), Room 203, 6:00-7:15
p.m. Musical instruction for the young child through singing,
movement and playing of instruments. Mission time with
stories of the world in which we live and time to discover
together how to care for God’s world and how to share God’s
love with everyone, because God loves us.
 Choristers Choir (K-5 th Grade), Children’s Commons
and Rooms 201 & 202, 6:00-7:15 p.m. Musical activities
involving movement, speech, singing, literacy, and playing of
instruments drawing from folk songs, hymns, scripture, and
children’s anthems.
 Children’s Handbell Choir , Room 200, 6:45 -7:15 p.m.
Handbell instruction is provided for 4th and 5th grade students.

Weekend Services
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 130
John 6:35, 41-51
Jim England, Proclaimer
Anthem: Celtic Prayer

Liminal Wonderings…
Years ago, during the recession, I
stopped at a Tumbleweed in Brooks,
KY, for lunch. Only one booth was
occupied, and the manager seated me
in the next booth. Four men spoke
loudly about something political. One
asked the others if they had seen what
some elected official had done. His
question caught my attention because
it wasn’t true. Another said, “Well, if
he did that then he is going to do...”
and made up something that they all
agreed was bad.
I recall that moment because I,
too, am tempted to take short cuts in
discourse. I, too often, think I know
what someone will say or do and fail to
give someone the opportunity to speak
for themselves. Demonizing someone
with opposing or different views is so
easy. Loving those with different views
is hard work and costs us comfort.
Truly listening requires a holding
of our own convictions with open
hands and minds. In my years as a
chaplain, I learned that everyone had
something to teach me if I would
listen. There is so much that hurts
people. We call these things evil. The
question is “how do I expose evil
without creating more evil, more
polarization, more us vs. them
thinking”? For me, this begins when
I leave open the possibility of new
understandings and relationships,
when I check myself on my tendencies
to judge and demonize. I have to ask
myself, “Do I only love people who
agree with me?” Life is easier that way,
but that is not discipleship.

~ Jim England

College Breakfast
This Friday!
All current college students are
invited to have a fellowship breakfast
of eggs, bacon and pancakes at Carol’s
house this Friday, August 10, 9:3011:30 a.m. Come join us as we gather
before the beginning of another
academic year! Contact Carol (carol@
hbclouisville.org) or Perry (perry@
hbclouisville.org) for details (Carol
has moved!).
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Cream of the Crop Gathering August 14
Cream of the Crop is a group, retirement age and above, that gathers monthly. Our activities range from potlucks to trips to local
places of interest.
We hope you will join us next Tuesday, August 14, for a potluck lunch and a movie in Highland’s Fellowship Hall. We will gather
at noon to eat, followed by the movie around 1:00 p.m. RSVP to Joey Eubank by this Sunday, August 12.

Looking Forward to a New Year!
In the coming weeks, we look forward to the start of school, our children promoting to new
classes here at church, the return of Wednesday evening activities, a transition of teachers and
teaching assistants in various children’s classrooms and a new rhythm of activities outside of our regular Sunday/Wednesday
programming for you to connect with others in children and family ministry here at Highland. Here are some important pieces
of information to make note of:


Fall Transition Includes Promotion of Twenty Children from Preschool to Kindergarten—



A significant transition will take place in the lives of 20 kindergarten children as they begin elementary school this fall!
At church, transitioning from preschool ministry to elementary children’s ministry also brings shifts to Sunday morning
rhythms. The most significant transition is that these children are invited to become full participants in worship with their
families, where they experience God through the gathering of community, witnessing baptism and baby dedications,
participating in Communion and congregational singing. On Promotion Sunday, these new worshipers will be gifted with
a Bible as we mark this important moment in the life of their faith journey. Other moments of transition for these children
and their families will include a Kindergarten parent breakfast marking the transition, promotion to a new Bible study
class at the hour their parents attend Bible study and participating in elementary children’s choirs.
Promotion Sunday, August 26—For some the school year has already begun, and for others, it will begin in just a
few weeks! On Sunday, August 26, Highland ushers in the new school year with Promotion Sunday. On this date, children
will move to new classes based on their age/grade for the coming year. Please watch for more information that will be sent
to you soon that will outline the classes that your child will be moving to this fall. If you have any questions, please contact
Renee Purtlebaugh.
A Note about Worship Care Schedules—Please note that our current Worship Care rotation schedules
continue through September 16. The new schedules for the coming year will begin on Sunday, September 23. Please
make plans to trade with someone if you will be away, as our structure on Sunday mornings relies on your presence to
function effectively.



Important Dates to Remember
August 22
August 26
September 23

Wednesday Evening Activities Return
Promotion Sunday
New Worship Care Schedule Begins

We are taking a breath before the academic year begins and we return to all our rhythms, beginning
on Wednesday, August 22, when our new 6th grade youth join us for the first time! That evening, our 7th
grade youth will welcome the new 6th graders with some fun before we all join together for pizza and
new year amazingness. With Sunday the 26th bringing promotion Sunday for those same new youth into
Bible study, we will then be on our way: Guys Group, MS Girls Group, HS Girls Group, Wednesday Nights, retreats, fellowship
gatherings, and much, much more. Check out the calendar below (and be sure to make note of our Fall Retreat date this year!
Wednesdays
August 8—NO Programming (Summer Break)
August 15—NO Programming (Summer Break)
August 22—All Youth Welcome New 6th Grade Youth

Sundays
August 12—Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., in Youth Suite
August 19—Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., in Youth Suite
August 26—Promotion Sunday, 9:30 a.m., in Youth Suite

Youth Ministry Group
August 20, 6:00 p.m., in Youth Suite

Fall Youth Retreat
November 30–December 2

Annual Senior Adult Retreat,
Registration Open
The Senior Adult Ministry Group
would like to invite Highland’s older adults
(retirement age and greater) our 6th annual
one-night, two-day retreat at the magnificent
Wooded Glen Retreat Center in Henryville,
Indiana, on October 14-15. Tucked away on
a hillside, Wooded Glen offers a beautiful
environment rich with nature (think fall
leaves, rocking chairs on screened in porches,
a deck to sit by the lake, amazing food!) to
steal away for quiet reflection, community
building and prayer. This year, we will be led
by Bob and Libby Cunningham. We will
gather beginning with dinner on Sunday
evening and conclude Monday midafternoon. A limited number of single and
double rooms are available. The cost is
$95 per person ($190 per couple), which
includes lodging, three meals, unlimited
snacks and program. Please contact Renee
Purtlebaugh by September 15 to reserve
your spot and turn in your registration fee.

Third Summer Fellowship
Gathering This Sunday Night
Our ministers are looking forward to
our third Summer Fellowship Gathering this
Sunday, August 12, at Jim England’s home!
You may note that the date has changed due
to other conflicts with the church calendar.
More information will be sent out to those
who signed up to attend. There are a few
spots left for this month’s gathering. Sign up
online at https://hbclouisville.org/2018/06/
11/summer-fellowship-gatherings/. Summer
Fellowship Gatherings are an avenue for our
ministers to grow in relationship with the
congregation during this interim time. We
have loved these fun evenings with such a
diverse crowd from Highland. We are
looking at how we might continue them in
the future—keep an eye out for future dates!

Fall Retreat—Save the Date
We will journey to Camp Pyoca in Indiana this year for our fall retreat, and it is going to be
amazing! So, mark the dates on your calendar now—November 9-11. Our theme: “Belong: How to be
Yourself in Community” will equip us to understand more fully how our identity as individual children
of God equips us to engage one another, family, and culture in ways that create wholeness and health.
Financial scholarships are available. Money should not be a reason to keep you from joining us for this meaningful time
of togetherness and fun. Contact Lauren if this is the case. More information on sign-ups, cost, and other detes coming soon.

KY State Fair, Saturday, August 18
The Young Adults head to the state fair around 6:00 p.m. If you want to be sure to taste a fried oreo or pet some cattle,
then connect with Alecia Fuller for more information.

August 22: Cloud of Witnesses Returns
Highland’s sanctuary is filled with saints—the ones in the stained-glass windows who have completed the
race and the ones in the pews who are still in process. When we assume saints to be perfect people, we miss the
truth they have to share. Saints are the ones who wonder if God is up to something and step out in humility
and boldness to share their glimpses of the divine. Story-telling by these “Saints-in-Process” makes God visible
for the church. Join us Wednesday, August 22, for our first Cloud of Witnesses of the semester. Bob Cunningham will facilitate a conversation with three from our congregation who will share their faith journey. Other
Dates for this Fall: September 26, October 24, December 12.

August 29-September 12: The Courage to Take Root
We begin a new year of Wednesday nights in a much different place than we did last August. Within the past year, we have said
“goodbye” to two beloved twenty-year pastors and we have entered a time of transition. This year, we will explore what it looks like
to have courage for the days ahead. We begin with the courage to take root . During these interim days, how do we nurture a sense
of belonging that outlasts the uncertainty of our times?
We will explore this question together in our first Wednesday night class for adults (August 29, September 5, September 12)
as Carol Harston, Lauren Jones Mayfield, and Renee Purtlebaugh lead us through a study of Brené Brown’s recent book, Braving
the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the Courage to Stand Alone. The well-worn paths have disappeared, and the
way forward is uncertain. Join us as we walk this journey towards courageous living together. Should you be interested in reading
along with us, Braving the Wilderness can be found online at https://www.carmichaelsbookstore.com/book/9780812995848.

Here's a prayer from our Friday Church service on August 3—seems relevant to the times:
When I seek, the world is my teacher. When I worry, the world is my burden.
When I give, the world is my garden. When I hoard, the world is my desert.
When I reach out, the world is my family. When I strike out, the world is my enemy.
When I trust the world is my harbor. When I fear, the world is my storm.
When I love, the world is my heaven. When I hate, the world is my hell.
What will my world be today?
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Cost and Registration: $15 Includes breakfast, lunch

Soul Shop: Ministering to

and workshop.

Suicidal Desperation
This Week
at Highland
Tuesday, August 7
Hope for a Brighter Day (FH) ...................................5:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ........................................ 10 p.m.
Wednesday, August 8
No Regular Evening Activities/Supper
Guitar Play Session (Choir Room) .................................6 p.m.
Thursday, August 9
Pastor Search Committee (Pastor’s Study) ...................7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ...........................................7 p.m.
Friday, August 10
Wedding rehearsal (Sanctuary) .......................................5 p.m.
Friday Church (Sanctuary) ..................................... 7-7:45 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ............................................8 p.m.
Saturday, August 11
MensWork Breakfast (FS) .......................................... 8:30 a.m.
Wedding (Sanctuary) .........................................................5 p.m.
Sunday, August 12
Worship ........................................................................... 8:30 a.m.
Worship ........................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study ...................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Missions and Justice NTL Touch Base (101) ......10:30 a.m.
Worship ...............................................................................11 a.m.
Bible Study ..........................................................................11 a.m.
Families with Children MG (201) ......................... 12:30 p.m.
Summer Fellowship Gathering (Off-site)......................6 p.m.
Monday, August 13
Anti-Racism Team (Commons)................................6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 14
Cream of the Crop Potluck Lunch/Movie (FH) ...... 12 p.m.
Hope for a Brighter Day (FH) ...................................5:30 p.m.
Finance MG (103) ..............................................................6 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ........................................ 10 p.m.

Upcoming Events at Highland
August 2
August 11
August 12
August 14
August 19
August 22
August 26

Libation Theology
MensWork Breakfast
Summer Fellowship Gathering
Cream of the Crop Potluck Lunch/Movie
Gather ‘Round; Morocco Dinner
Wednesday activities/suppers resume
Promotion Sunday; Deacon Ordination
and Installation Service

Wednesday Night
Menus
August 22—Cook-out
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs
Lettuce, Tomatoes, Onions
Fries
Slaw
Watermelon
Dessert

August 29
King Ranch Chicken
Black Beans
Spanish Rice
Southwest Caesar Salad
Salsa with Corn Chips
Dessert

Adults: $7; Children ages 4-12: $3.50; Max per family: $21
Reminder: If you have a reservation you are responsible
to pay for it. Cancellations must be made no later than
11:00 a.m. the Tuesday before your reservation. You may
also contact the church office to make your reservations/
cancellations.

Around Highland...
... For the summer, the Highland Book Club will be
reading two books, both by James Baldwin: The Fire
Next Time and Giovanni’s Room. We will discuss these
books on Sunday, August 26, at 7:00 p.m., in room 103.
Everyone is invited!

This Week’s Deacons
Friday, 7:00 p.m.
Kathy Belcher, Becky Holloman (C)

Sunday, 8:30 a.m.

Question? Contact Phillip Garrett.

Friday, September 14
8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Clergy and Clinicians
Saturday, September 15
8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Youth Workers and Laity
Who Should Attend? Faith-based leaders, Men’s
group leaders, LGBTQ counselors, Youth leaders
and counselors, Coaches, Teachers, Chaplains, Social
Workers, Scout leaders

Soul Shop is a workshop experience designed to
train faith community leaders to equip their congregations to minister those impacted by suicidal desperation.
Participants will engage each other and the course content to gain competence and confidence in their ability to
create faith communities of hope and social connection.
This workshop is made possible in large part due to
a grant from the Kentucky Chapter of the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

Location: Highland Baptist Church

CBF Morocco Dinner, August 19
Highland will host a special CBF Kentucky event on Sunday, August 19, at 6:00 p.m., in
Fellowship Hall, to welcome supporters of our joint ministry in Morocco. Guest speaker will be
Rev. Karen Thomas Smith who serves as a full-time minister in Morocco. All are welcome!
RSVP to Peggy at (502) 426-1931 or office@cbfky.org. A $10.00 donation for the meal is requested at the door.

Climate for Change: Practical Ways to Live More Sustainably
On Wednesday, September 19, the Environmental Action Team will host as part of our regular Wednesday evening
program a special event that will minister to all age groups and types of households. We will learn about and discuss from
meditative and theological perspectives solar panels, zero waste ventures, and electric vehicles. Special guests, interactive
stations, and a time of group meditation will shape our understanding of how we as Christians can further preserve our
planet through big and small ways.

Upcoming Mission Team Meetings
> Anti-Racism Team: Monday, August 13, at 6:30 p.m., in the Commons
> Environmental Action Team: Thursday, August 16, at 7:00 p.m., in room 103
> Immigration Team: Monday, August 27, at 5:30 p.m., in the Commons
The mission teams encourage you to visit any of their meetings. They accept new members on an ongoing basis. These
three teams in particular are working on some upcoming projects that focus on building relationships with other organizations in our community. If you have any questions, please contact Lauren Jones Mayfield at laurenjm@hbclouisville.org,
and she can help you connect.
Other teams are Global Partnerships, True Colors (LGBTQ), and Habitat for Humanity and Other Housing Solutions.

Give for Good Louisville
Every fall, the city of Louisville hosts the “Give for Good Louisville” campaign, which is an opportunity for citizens to
financially support their favorite local charities. Highland congregations, you work and serve in many non-profits around our
city. If an organization that you represent will be featured on Give for Good this year, please let us know so that we can highlight the giving opportunity for all our congregants.

MOMS Demand Action
Our local chapter will have their next meeting tonight, August 7, 6:30 p.m., at Douglass Boulevard Christian Church.
This informal meeting will offer a brief history of the group, cover some of the initiatives and actions they have recently
supported and as well as local successes.

My Faith Story: Deacon Testimony by Doris Hornbuckle
My faith story – where to start?
When my grandmother rode the bus from St. Matthews to the west end to walk my sister and me to the local church and enroll
us in Sunday School? Or when I was in the youth group with my future husband, and being taught in Sunday School by my future
mother-in-law?
But, I'll fast forward a few years. Church has always been a part of both Richard's and my life—growing up and then throughout
our marriage.
Early in our married life, Richard was ordained. The routine was that with the laying on of hands, only ordained ministers and
deacons could participate and of course lots of ‘men’ lined the aisles to participate while the ‘ladies’ were encouraged to sit quietly
and pray. That was a challenge for me even then, and I remember thinking ‘If God ever calls me to be a deacon, I hope I’m in a church
that allows it’.
At one point I began to feel that call, but it would be some years before we found Highland, a church that would embrace it.
We've been members here for 28 years and I've been blessed to serve as a deacon at least 3 times, maybe 4. My first time was
during Jim England's first time as our Interim Pastor. At that time, the Deacons were transitioning from being the old time “Board of
Decision Makers” to one of “Care-Giving” and being an extension of the ministry staff. One of the biggest blessings for me has been
being a part of the pastoral care group within the deacon body. I think caring for one another is one of the most important things we
can do as part of a church family and whether it be a note, a phone call, or a visit, there are always lots of opportunities and needs
among our congregation.
I’ve been blessed in many ways throughout my years at Highland and like all of you, I see this coming year as a time for prayer,
discernment and coming together to seek the direction God has in store for us.
I am grateful and look forward to being a part of the process as a deacon. I thank you for the opportunity.

My Faith Story: Deacon Testimony by Joey Eubank
I am 70 years old. It is hard to get your life and spiritual journey condensed into 3 minutes, but I will try…so hold on…
My favorite Bible verse these days is 2 Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.”
I was born in Atlanta, GA, and raised, after the age of 8, in Greenville, SC. I have one sibling, a sister who still lives in Greenville
with her family. From my earliest memories, I felt that I was God’s child and God loved me. I don’t know how I got that notion. My
grandmother, Ethel, could have somehow instilled in me that idea. Both sets of grandparents were strong Baptists. My parents were
not religious and rarely went to church. Maybe naively, I believed the song, “Jesus Loves Me.” I guess I didn’t hear the sermon
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” My mother was mentally ill and in and out of mental hospitals during my early years. I barely knew her. My father could not care for two daughters and work, so my sister and I were placed in a children’s home for all of our
teenage years. But you know… God was there teaching me life lessons I would not have had otherwise. “My grace is sufficient for
you…” After graduating from Winthrop College, I married a Southern Seminarian, who pastored churches in NC for 8 years. During
that time, we had 2 daughters, Jenny and Cortney, who fortunately live and work here in Louisville. The best thing we ever did as a
family was join Highland Baptist Church. After many family problems, I experienced divorce. It was a very difficult time for my family, but my Highland Church family was a wonderful support. Paul Duke, who was our pastor at the time, gave sermons that were
spiritual surgery with healing every Sunday. Raising two daughters as a divorced mother was difficult, but God was there in the faces
of wonderful neighbors and my friends at Highland Baptist Church. “My grace is sufficient for you…” I worked as Director of
HomeCare at ElderServe for 18 years and retired in 2012. God was there in the faces and life stories of the senior adults, colleagues,
and HomeCare workers I worked with all those years. “My grace is sufficient for you…”
After twenty years of singlehood and raising my daughters, I married, in this sacred space, a long-time member of Highland,
Procter Eubank. I was two weeks shy of my 60th birthday. (See…there is hope for some of you out there!) Our courtship is a whole
other story, but in the deal, I got two more daughters, and best of all, three grandchildren! Procter has been my rock and a great blessing in my life. We both are now enjoying retirement: volunteering, exercising at the YMCA, traveling some, gardening, cooking, enjoying time with family and friends, and babysitting our grandchildren. God is there! “My grace is sufficient for you…” Thank you for
electing me to serve.

Weekly Financial Report July 29, 2018 (30 weeks)

Vicki Runnion (C), Gene Streible (G),
Tyler Swim

Weekly
Requirement

Receipts
This Week

YTD
Requirements

YTD
Receipts

YTD
Over/Under

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Contributions

$20,024.54

$9,437.51

$597,611.79

$569,165.09

($28,446.70)

Mary Burks, Jill Ligon Davis (C),
Bill Martin, Lewis Miller (G)

Other Income

$1,103.37

$0.00

$33,100.90

$33,127.67

$26.77

$21,127.91

$9,437.51

$630,712.69

$602,292.76

($28,419.93)

Total

Sunday, 11:00 a.m.
Cheryl Davis, John Foster (G),
Holly Harris, Kim Shippey (C)

2015 Building Renovation Project
Contributed this week

$447.00

Loan Balance

$33,801.00
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