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 Thinking Together... 
Highland has always been a courageous church when it comes to doing justice and standing  

for the oppressed. In recent weeks, it’s taken courage to accept changes to our most sacred of sacred cows: 
Sunday morning worship! 

Not that we’ve gone crazy and introduced something wild like drums or a screen or a wrestling ring 
(ask Lauren and Perry about The Pastor of Disaster).  

But, we have been asked to sit in silence and to cultivate our own communion with God while in   
community with others. It’s the opposite of “worship as entertainment,” where we come and listen to   
people sing and talk about God. We still sing and speak, but there’s a sense in which we’re calling on all 
worshipers to “chew our own food,” that is: to actively and intentionally open our hearts to experience 
directly and deeply the Divine Connection waiting in each of us. 

I recall a song from long ago about walking “this lonesome valley. You have to walk it by yourself. Oh, 
nobody else can walk it for you. You have to walk it by yourself.” This song echoes in my mind as I envision 
each of you in these Lenten services “walking the lonesome valley” of prayer.  

Prayer is daunting. It’s so deep and personal and hard to tell if it is “working” or even if it is 
“connecting” to God. There are few instant revelations or dramatic epiphanies. Occasionally, there may   
be a “feeling” of connection.  

But slowly, imperceptibly we are being formed and re-formed by prayer. We begin to detect God’s 
holy Presence deep within us. As this Presence is encountered more and more in prayer, it begins to      
surface in our lives here and there, now and then. We feel companion-ed, buoyed, strengthened.  

In time, we begin to perceive God’s Presence in others and in other places. And eventually we see  
God in everything and everywhere.  

No guarantees of this. Prayer, like medicine, affects different people differently. But it is always life-
giving, hope-restoring, love-growing, community-building, justice-calling, and above all, deeply, deeply 
sacred. You’ll know it when you see it, or touch it, or taste it, or feel it deep within.  ~ Joe 

Weekend Services 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Listening Hearts 
John 4:5-42

Nina Maples, Proclaimer 

Sacred Readings and Prayer  
Anthem:  

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 

Candy Donations Needed 
Help us fill our Easter eggs and 

treat bags for the upcoming festival on 
Sunday, April 9. Donate individually 
wrapped candy in the bin located  
outside the Choir Room no later than 
Sunday, April 2. 

Highlights Class Offered 
Next Sunday, March 26 

If you are a new or prospective 
member, you will want to attend the 
upcoming Highlights class next       
Sunday, March 26, 3:00-6:00 p.m.,     
in Fellowship Hall. This class is part of 
the process for becoming a member of 
Highland, and is offered several times  
a year. Joe Phelps and Nina Maples 
will lead this class which offers an        
in-depth look at topics such as how  
our church is structured, how to join, 
and how to be involved in ministry at 
Highland. A light dinner will be served, 
and childcare is provided with a reser-
vation. For more information or to 
make a childcare reservation, contact 
Nina at nina@hbclouisville.org. 

Listening Hearts Invites Lenten Prayer, Preparation 
Our revised Sunday worship rhythm during Lent enters Week 3.  
Some of the “newness” of this year’s Lenten services are beginning to settle 

into a new, though temporary, pattern— extended periods of silence, lectio 
divina, less hymn singing, and quieter mood. 

As we relax into this new rhythm and trust its ability to bring us into     
the Sacred Presence, let us bring our questions, fears, failures, hopes and heart   
to our services. And let us be about the work of prayer. 

Let us pray for our world that God so loved, that God sent the Son. 
Let us pray for our nation, as we wrestle together with what makes    

a nation “great.” 
Let us pray for our state, as we stand for the voiceless in places of power. 
Let us pray for Highland Baptist Church, as we trust each other in Vision 20/20 to forge a clarifying 

identity, a set of defining core values, and a sense of God’s direction forward for this beloved 124 year-
young faith community. 

Let us pray for the families of Highland, as we work to create homes of hospitality and nurture for  
everyone. 

And, let us pray for our individual walks of faith, as we live into the newness and unexpected that  
comes with each new day. 

Speak, Lord, your servants listen. Reveal your way to peace. Then having heard, may courage grow      
to step into the breach.  

Vision 20/20 Listening Sessions Almost Finished— 
Information Shared April 23 

The Vision 20/20 team has been listening and collecting information from you for several weeks now. 
We are almost finished with the listening sessions, and are excited about sharing this information with the 
church on Sunday, April 23, at noon. We encourage all to attend and enter a discussion about what we are 
learning concerning our beloved Thinking, Feeling, Healing Community of Faith.  

The team has started to do some analysis of the interviews. Stay tuned to next week’s newsletter! 

T-Shirts!  
Young Adults 

invite the entire church 
(including kids!) to 
order a new Highland  
t-shirt by April 2. 
Click on this link for 
color and size selection, as well as  
payment: https://hbclouisville.org/
congregational-life/young-adults/
young-adult-tshirt-order-form/.     

Shirts are only $10 ($7 for         
children’s sizes) and super soft,        
sustainably sourced cotton. Pay $5 
online and $5 at pick-up. We will    
wear these to the church picnic, as we 
march together in this year’s PRIDE 
parade, to other events around town, 
and of course at our own leisure. 
Where there is love, there is life! 

A wonderful turn out for the Annual Women’s Retreat at Loretto last weekend! 

https://hbclouisville.org/congregational-life/young-adults/young-adult-tshirt-order-form/
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Wednesday Classes for Adults 
 

Wilderness Wanderings 
Join us on a Lenten journey through the wilderness to the Promised Land. We are using biblical examples 

from the Israelites’ “in-between time”—after their exodus from slavery in Egypt but before their arrival in the Land of Canaan—to reflect 
on our own journeys of faith and life in the wilderness. Tolkien notes, “not all those who wander are lost.” Yet, the Israelites got fairly turned 
around! Join us whether you wander or simply wonder. Lent makes space for both. This four-week class, taught by Tyler Mayfield, meets in 
the Commons through March 29. 
 

Supporting Loved Ones Through End of Life 
As those we love begin to experience some of the changes and losses of later life, or deal with the cumulative effects of a chronic illness, 

or are diagnosed with what may well be a terminal illness, family members and friends face changes and challenges as well. It can be hard to 
know how, when, and how much to help. And it can be heart-breaking, heart-healing, and life-changing to learn how to just be with a loved 
one when you can’t change difficult facts or circumstances. In this class, we are exploring some of the practicalities and some of the         
emotional and spiritual territory we travel when loved ones approach the end of their lives, and sharing our own experiences. Vicki          
Runnion, a social worker involved in hospice and end of life care for more than thirty years, and hospice-colleagues Becky Holloman RN, 
and Kristie Abney, RN and current seminarian, will facilitate these conversations. This four-week class meets on the stage in Fellowship Hall 
through March 29.  

 
Libation Theology Date Change 

Please join us on the FIRST Thursday of the month, April 6, at 6:30 p.m., as we share our faith and a meal together. We usually meet 
on the second Thursday, but that is Holy Week. All are invited to join us in the loft area at Molly Malone’s in St. Matthews  (the corner of 
Shelbyville Road and Breckinridge Lane), and feel free to bring a friend. No reservation required. We will have a time of fellowship, libation 
and food, from 6:30 until 7:00, and our discussion will be from 7:00 until 8:00. 

Our discussions during 2017 will be on the topic of “faith formation.” For the purposes of our discussions this year, “faith formation”  
is understood as “learning a way to live in all areas of life in relationship to God.” This month, we will discuss the effects of literature on our 
faith. Questions for discussion: What place does reading have in your faith journey? Have you read something that memorably affected 
your faith? Do you read only literature that you expect will confirm your faith? Have you read about a “secular” or scientific (social or    
natural) subject that had a surprising effect on your faith? 

For more information, please contact Nina Maples, Lance Springs or Becki Streif. 

 

Please Note: 
Articles for the weekly newsletter should 

be submitted to Andria no later than Monday 
mornings. 

Have you checked out 
our website lately? 

 
Come visit https://hbclouisville.org and 

catch a glimpse into our virtual front door. 

Help Needed for Fifth Friday Fellowship Supper 
On March 31, at 6:30 p.m., Friday Church will having a Fifth Friday Fellowship Dinner—serving a variety of 

pasta dishes, vegetables, bread and desserts. We are in need of pasta and vegetable dishes. If you are able to bring a 
dish, please contact Debbie Lemmon. 

What are “Friday Fellowship Dinners”? It is a special time of sharing a meal, having conversations and learning  
a little more about each other. We come from all walks of life and have traveled many different paths to our personal 
relationship with Jesus.   

So why is this time of Fellowship with one another so valuable? In today’s busy world, it’s easy to feel isolated. Some of us feel hurt 
and emotionally wounded. We all have bad moments. Whether it’s the loss of a loved one, a broken relationship, money problems, or 
even a crisis of faith, we can find ourselves down. If we go too low, it can lead to anger and a feeling of disillusionment with God. Yet, these 
low times are why fellowship is important. Spending time with other believers can often lift us up a little bit. They help us to keep our eyes 
on God. God also works through them to provide us what we need in darker times. Coming together with others can aid in our healing 
process and give us the encouragement to move forward. The truth is, we need each other.  We need each other in order to grow           
spiritually and emotionally. Coming together, in a community of Faith, to support one another is an experience that allows us to learn, 
gain strength, and show the world exactly who God is. 

Sacred: Young Adult Retreat, March 24-26 
Do you wonder if work-life balance is just a myth? Are you skeptical when people ask for prayer?       

Do you want to know more about how to embody your spirituality? Or do you have lots of other questions 
about faith and practice? 

Well then, we welcome you to this time of sacred togetherness, away from Louisville. With the leader-
ship of Anne Walter, we will explore spirituality practices that ground and stabilize in our present realities. 

When:  March 24-26. We will leave the church at 6:00 p.m. on Friday and return Sunday at about 1:00 p.m. 
Where: St. Meinrad Archabbey, 200 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad, IN 
Register by March 8 at https://hbclouisville.org/congregational-life/young-adults/young-adult-spring-retreat/. 
 

Theology on Tap, April 6 
On Thursday, April 6, 6:00 p.m., at Molly Malone’s on Baxter Avenue, we will be discussing “The Theology of Mortality.” Join us for 

this Lenten, yet casual, conversation led by hospice chaplain, end-of-life care-giver, and Vice-chair of our Deacon body, Vicki Runnion. 

“Drive-In” Movie Night Next Saturday, March 25 
Join us for a “drive-in” movie night for families with young children next Saturday, March 25, 5:00-

7:00 p.m. Families are invited to create a car to “drive” to Fellowship Hall—cardboard boxes, laundry 
baskets and other items you already have at home make great vehicles. Bring your own dinner with you 
(please, no peanut butter or nuts due to food allergies), and after we eat, we’ll enjoy movie snacks and a                                                            
short film. RSVP to Mary Cooksey so that we can have a good idea of the age range of children to choose the most appropriate movie! 
 
Easter Festival, Sunday, April 9 

WHAT: Crafts, games and egg hunt! 
WHERE: Highland! 
WHEN: Sunday, April 9, 3:00-5:00 p.m., rain or shine 
COST: $5 per child, $10 max per family 
WHO: Birth through 5th grade children and their families 
RSVP: By Wednesday, March 29 (Email renee@hbclouisville.org) 
 Join us for this annual celebration on the front lawn, playground, first and second floor that includes games, crafts, 

egg hunt, fellowship and fun for all ages. Volunteers are needed to lead activity stations and candy donations are needed    
as well. Look for a sign in the large bin outside the Choir Room for candy drop-off. 
 

Important Children and Family Ministry Dates 
 March 25 “Drive-In” Movie Night 
 March 29 VBS Camp 2nd Payment Due 
 April 9 Easter Festival 
 April 12 PASSPORTkids! 2nd Payment Due 

 May 21 Children’s Music Spring Concert Service 
 June 23-25 VBS Camp 
 July 15-18 PASSPORTkids! 

This past Saturday, High School Youth, John Gribbins, Ron Smith and I parked cars for the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade to raise money for our continued relationship alongside Touching Miami with Love. Since at least my first 
summer as intern in 2012, our youth and TML have grown together in mutual support through a variety of ways. 
This summer, we will send our team to help TML with their prolific summer camp, serving their diverse local 
community in West Homestead. We are fortunate that our congregation sees faithful, sustainable, authentic   
relationships as the best model for a progressive Baptist interpretation of ‘missions.’ We of the youth community 
know, too, that we don’t go out into the world believing we can ‘save’ anyone—our hope is that we might be 
saved from our own segregation and privilege into the richness of God’s community on earth.  ~ Perry 

 
This Wednesday Night—Grace and Forgiveness through Art 
This Sunday—We continue our Lenten series on Jesus in Bible study class! 
Passport and TML—sign up deadline this Sunday, March 19 
Sunday, May 7—Youth Led Worship and Youth Banquet 

Highland Book Club—  
Meeting Time Changed 

 The Highland Book Club will meet on 
Monday, March 27, 6:30 p.m., at the home  
of Bob and Libby Cunningham, to discuss 
“Flavors from Home: Refugees in Kentucky 
Share Their Stories and Comfort Foods” by 
Aimee Zaring. 

We are pleased to announce that the 
author will join in our discussion. Everyone  
is invited! 
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   Goal: $1,800,000.00 
   Total pledged: $1,602,926.00 
   Paid this week: $765.00 
   Total paid to date: $1,377,988.00 

Weekly Financial Report March 5, 2017 (9 weeks) 

 
Weekly 

Requirement 
Receipts 

This Week 
YTD 

Requirements 
YTD 

Receipts 
YTD 

Over/Under 

Contributions  $21,859.08   $24,987.02  $192,987.00   $192,102.82  ($884.18) 

Other Income  $664.58  $1,580.99  $5,981.30 $8,389.75 $2,408.45 

Total  $22,523.66   $26,568.01   $198,968.30  $200,492.57  $1,524.27 

This Week 
at Highland 

Tuesday, March 14 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
Wedding MG (FH) ...................................................... 6 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 15 
Fellowship Supper (FH) ................................... 5:20-6 p.m. 
Children’s Activities ........................................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Group (Youth Commons) .................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Adult Class—Supporting Loved Ones Through 

End of Life (FH, Stage) .............. 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Wilderness Wanderings 

(Commons) ................................. 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal (Choir Room) 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Thursday, March 16 
Senior Adult MG (103) ............................................... 2 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ..................................... 7 p.m. 
Back Door Group (FH) ............................................... 8 p.m. 

Friday, March 17 
Men of Highland Gathering (FS) .............................. 8 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary) ............................... 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ...................................... 8 p.m. 

Sunday, March 19 
Worship ..................................................................... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship ..................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study ............................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship ......................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Bible Study ................................................................... 11 a.m. 
New Members MG (103) ........................................ 12 p.m. 
Faithful Giving MG (101) .................................. 12:15 p.m. 
Orchestra rehearsal (Sanctuary) ....................... 12:30 p.m. 
Adult Handbells rehearsal (200) ............................... 2 p.m. 
Global Missions MG (103) ................................... 5:30 p.m. 

Monday, March 20 
Young Adult MG (FS) ........................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Youth MG (Youth Commons) .................................. 6 p.m. 
American Sign Language Class (FH Stage) ....... 6:30 p.m. 
Deacons (Commons) .................................................. 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 21 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

This Week’s Deacons 
 
Friday, 7:00 p.m.  
Terri Connolly (C), Michael Whatley 
 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.  
Kristie Abney (G), Vicki Runnion, 
Gene Streible, Tyler Swim (C) 
 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.   
Kristie Abney, Libby Cunningham,  
Allison Keenan (G), Susan Pierce (C) 
 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.  
Mary Cooksey, Dana Connor-Israel (C), 
Cheryl Davis, John Foster (G) 

Adults: $5.00     Children 4-8: $2.50      Max per family: $15.00 
 
Reminder:   If you have a reservation you are responsible 
to pay for it. Cancellations must be made no later than noon 
the Tuesday before your reservation. You may also contact the 
church office to make your reservations/cancellations. 

  Wednesday Night Menus 

March 15 
Lasagna 
Bread 
Dessert 

March 22 
Mexican Items 
Dessert 

 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________  Amount: $ ____________________  
 
in memory / honor / appreciation of:  (circle one)   ____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

This Easter, we will once again adorn our Sanctuary with beautiful Easter lilies. If you would like to purchase a lily, please      
fill out the form below and return it to the church office or drop it in the offering plate with $15 no later than Sunday, April 9. 

Easter Lilies 

Reel to Real: A Mission Film Series 
The Justice Ministry Group invites you to our first “Reel to Real” 

film. The documentary Fix It: Healthcare at the Tipping Point will be 
shown in the Sanctuary next Thursday, March 23, at 7:00 p.m. Charlie 
Kasper from “Kentuckians for Single Payer Healthcare” will present the film followed by a discussion. 

The filmmakers state: “This documentary takes an in-depth look into how our dysfunctional health 
care system is damaging our economy, suffocating our businesses, discouraging physicians and negatively impacting the 
nation’s health, while remaining unaffordable for a third of our citizens.” 

This is a non-partisan film that examines the economics of the US healthcare system from the perspective of        
business owners and makes a compelling case for scrapping our complex and expensive multi-payer system for a single-
payer system. RSVP and more information on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/events/973743486059954/. 
 
Responding Justly to Systemic Racism: Redlining Education 

Louisville government’s Office of Redevelopment Strategies is hosting a community conversation, “Redlining   
Louisville: The History of Race, Class and Real Estate.” Attenders will review an interactive map that displays past and 
present data showing the consequences of redlining, which began locally in the late 1930’s. 

 March 28, 5:30 p.m., at New Directions Housing Corporation. Hosted by Human Relations Commission and 
Metropolitan Housing Coalition. 

 April 26, 5:30 p.m., at the Department of Public Health and Wellness. Hosted by The Center for Health Equity 
and YouthBuild Louisville. 

The anti-racism course that recently finished, will attend the March conversation as a group. Everyone is invited! 
Please email Nancy Goodhue at nancygoodhue@gmail.com or Lauren Jones Mayfield at laurenjm@hbclouisville.org,         
or sign-up after Sunday worship in the Commons. 

 
Global Women and Missions Groups Welcome Scarlette Jasper 

CBF field personnel, Rev. Jasper shared with the Emma Leachman group as well as a second group later in the day 
about her work in McCreary County, KY—the poorest county in the United States. Special thanks to Marilyn Sanders 
for her warm hospitality and organization of this gathering. 

Yard Signs Still Available 
As part of our continued outreach to all those in our community, we are offering for purchase 

this welcome sign with a message in several languages. We join this effort with our sister church,    
St. Williams. If you are interested in buying one of these yard signs for $10, please contact Becky 
Martin at becky@hbclouisville.org. 

Help Refugees Arriving in Greece 
The Global Missions Ministry Group invites you to respond quickly by bringing donations to the boxes in the Commons. 

In partnership with LoveFromLouisville, a community effort to send supplies to countries welcoming refugees, Highland  
Baptist will send donated clothing, cards of welcome, and other items via Supplies Over Seas (SOS) to Greece. Join us in this 
city-wide humanitarian project.  

The collection runs for one week only! Wednesday, March 15 (tomorrow) through the following Wednesday, March 22. 
For more information, visit www.LoveFromLouisville.org or www.facebook.com/lovefromlouisville.  Acceptable items are: 

Clothing for women, men, teens, and children (MUST be laundered and folded!!)       
Jackets 
Shoes—especially men’s 
Athletic shoes and socks 
Baseball caps and woolen hats 
Sweatshirts/hoodies 
Disposable diapers 
Reusable shopping bags 
Ballpoint pens, pencils, notebooks 
Cards and photos of hope, love, and happiness 

Annual Jean Janes Yard Sale, April 22 
Bring us your good, bad and ugly. The Jean Janes Women’s Mission Group will be         

collecting items for their 38th annual yard sale beginning Monday, March 20. Items can           
be placed in the storage area at the end of the Fireside Room hallway. 

The sale will be held on Saturday, April 22, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Please Note: Items in the lost and found cabinet and dishes that have been left           
in the kitchen will be donated to the yard sale if not picked up by April 19. 

 Upcoming Events at Highland 

March 23 Reel to Real Mission Film Series 
March 24-25 Young Adult Retreat 
March 24-26 Men’s Retreat 
March 25 Families with Children Movie Night 
March 26 Highlights Class 
March 31 Friday Church Fellowship Supper 
April 5 No Evening Activities/Supper 
April 6 Theology on Tap, Libation Theology 
April 9 Easter Festival 
April 13 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 
April 14 Tenebrae Service 7:00 
April 16 Easter Sunday Services 8:30, 9:30, 11:00 
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Date Location 

March 16 Bardstown Road Presbyterian Church, 1722 Bardstown Rd. 

March 23 Highlands Community Campus, 1228 E Breckenridge St. 

March 30 St. Paul United Methodist Church, 2000 Douglass Blvd. 

April 6 Deer Park Baptist Church, 1733 Bardstown Rd. 

Highlands Community Ministries 2017 Lenten Lunch Series 
 

Theme: “Would I Be Welcome?” 
 

A simple lunch of soup and bread will be provided free by the hosting congregation. 
There is no charge for this time of fellowship. The luncheons begin at noon each Thursday. 

For more information, go to www.hcmlouisville.org. 

“Who, ME?”  
At Highland Baptist Church, we’ve come to understand deacons as being called to serve the congregation, and to discern God’s leadership and the church’s needs and responses. In some 

Baptist churches, the deacons also have administrative responsibilities, but we have a Ministry Council that has primary responsibility for those matters. In the next few weeks, members will 
have the opportunity to nominate individuals who we believe have gifts that equip them for service and discernment. Then a deacon nominating committee will review the nominations, and 
select nine individuals to recommend to the congregation. They will take many factors into account, including (but not limited to) age, gender, orientation, whether several persons nominated 
the same individual, whether a person has previously served as a deacon, their history within the church, needs of the church, and the balance and diversity of the current deacons who will be 
serving one or two more years. They will seek to create a slate of nominees with a range of gifts and life experiences that collectively represents the entire congregation. They will speak with  
each potential nominee, to ask if that person will be willing to serve as a deacon.   

If you are nominated, it means that at least one someone in the church has been aware of you, observed some of your gifts, and the way you live your faith. If a deacon asks you to serve, 
then several people have noticed you have an inclination toward service, or you are reflective and insightful, or you seem to have a deep love for this church. It’s not so much that any one       
deacon has all the gifts that are needed, but that there is something about you that is needed for the good of the whole church. What would your response be? 

Highland Choristers Sing in Choral Festival 
 

The Kentuckiana Choristers Guild Chapter  
held their annual spring choral festival last Saturday 
at Christ Church United Methodist and eight of 
Highland’s choristers participated: Hannah, Elise, 
Meredith, Hannah, Lydia, Griffen, Ainsley, and Iris. 
Under the leadership of Karol Kimmell from Atlanta, 
they rehearsed in the morning and presented a full 
worship concert at 12:30 for families and friends. 
Hats off to these young singers!  


