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 Thinking Together... 
As advertised, for Lent we made significant and intentional changes to Sunday’s usual rhythm 

of worship. 
We slowed the pace; we omitted two hymns; we sat in silence for periods of guided prayer; we        

repeated scripture readings (lectio divina); we invited people to doodle, color, or ponder a rock; When 
there’s a change, we hear more (and clearer!) from those who are unhappy. This time, we’ve heard from 
those who appreciated the changes and found them helpful. I don’t recall a time when I’ve received more 
notes and comments about worship than this week. 

Not that everyone dug what we did. For those of you who find it uncomfortable, who feel like you’re 
not wired for this type of worship, or who just don’t get it— please don’t feel coerced or threatened by    
our Lenten changes. Be assured we will return to our usual form our worship on Easter! 

And, be assured that this isn’t about a right versus wrong way of worshiping. Quieter, more               
contemplative worship is but one way that people gather in community to be together, even in silence.  

We could do silence alone at home. But a faith community gathered, united in silence and sacred 
breathing of the Holy can slowly heal us from our multi-tasking, so-many-words way of trying to             
accomplish that which can only be received when we are still and silent and surrendered. 

We don’t offer change in order to simply do something different. Change to our rhythms are made    
to awakens us to new dimensions of intimacy with God, new understandings of what it means to be 
church, new ways of hearing the wordless Voice. 

Perhaps it’s like adding new wrinkles to our physical exercising in order to limber and tone muscles 
that have yet to be utilized. It may feel awkward at first, and even leave us a bit sore, but learned lovingly 
and carefully, new forms of worship can only aid our walk with God.  ~ Joe 

Weekend Services 
Second Sunday in Lent 

 

Listening Hearts 
John 3:1-17 

Joe Phelps, Proclaimer 

 

Sacred Readings and Prayer  
 

Choral Singing of Psalm 121:  
I Lift My Eyes 

Daylight Savings Change 
Remember to set your clocks 

FORWARD one hour before you go 
to bed this Saturday night so you will 
be on time for church this Sunday as 

we move into Daylight Savings Time. 

Highland Welcomes 

Jim Curry Janie Blome 

Candy Donations Needed 
Help us fill our Easter eggs and 

treat bags for the upcoming festival on 
Sunday, April 9. Donate individually 
wrapped candy in the bin located out-
side the Choir Room no later than 
Sunday, April 2. 

Highlights Classes 
Offered March 26 

If you are a new or prospective 
member, you will want to attend the 
upcoming Highlights class on Sunday, 
March 26, 3:00-6:00 p.m., in Fellow-
ship Hall. This class is part of the    
process for becoming a member of 
Highland, and is offered several times  
a year. Joe Phelps and Nina Maples 
will lead this class which offers an        
in-depth look at topics such as how  
our church is structured, how to join, 
and how to be involved in ministry at 
Highland. A light dinner will be served, 
and childcare is provided with a reser-
vation. For more information or to 
make a childcare reservation, contact 
Nina at nina@hbclouisville.org. 

T-Shirts! T-Shirts! T-Shirts! 
Young Adults invite the entire church to order a new 

Highland t-shirt by Sunday, April 2. Click on this link for 
color and size selection as well as payment: https://
hbclouisville.org/congregational-life/young-adults/young-
adult-tshirt-order-form/ 

Shirts are only $10 and super soft, sustainably sourced 
cotton. Pay $5 online and another $5 at pick-up. We will wear 
these as we march together in this year’s PRIDE parade, to 
other events around town, and of course at our own leisure. 
Where there is love, there is life! 

Pictured are: Kathy Belcher, Ruby Burke, Suzanne Busse, Linda Campbell, Carolyn Clement, Joey 
Eubank, Procter Eubank, Geoff Hale, Debbie Holladay, Cleve Iler, Linda Luster, Patty Martin, Dave     
Tucker, Marilyn Tucker, Megan Turner, Betty Unruh, and Pat Wells. 

Not pictured are: Bruce Carroll and Virenee Chatmon (who were entering attendance during the time 
this photo was taken), Evelyn Evans, Dianna French, Ronnie Gilbert, David Hartley, Jean Johnson, Jim 
McBee, Mary Rita McDevitt, Susan Newgard, Sam Newland, Gene Streible, Tyler Swim, and Judy Taylor. 

Our Volunteers Are Awesome! 

Volunteers,  
We are so grateful for each of you and the gifts of time and commitment you give to carrying out the 

ministry of Highland Baptist Church. We hope that you know that you are appreciated and that we value 
your contribution. We know that you lead busy lives but what you give in time and skills for our church, is 
very important and a needed piece of the ministry of our church.  

With the help of a program called Volgistics, we can log the hours that our volunteers spend working 
with us. The hours are updated in this program monthly. We have “done the numbers” and were amazed to 
find out how much time you all devote to Highland. 

In the last calendar year, March 2016-March 2017, you have logged a total of 3003 hours and 50 
minutes! This is equivalent to 1 full-time employee and 1 part-time employee working for a full year! In 
January 2017, you logged 172 hours. In February 2017, you logged 190 hours. 

Often, I realize that some of the jobs we ask you to do seem trivial: (i.e. counting out crayons or pens 
for the pews) but each job is important and a needed ministry. Our ministry staff is busy all the time and 
you enable them to concentrate on the more public aspects of their job. My hope is that you all see how 
much this group represents the body of Christ and each one has a part.  

Thank you again for your patience and willingness to learn Shelby (our church database), count   
money, answer the phone, cook meals, enter attendance, prepare choral music folders, and every other    
job that we give you during your time with us. We are indeed blessed to be a part of a loving church. 

Sincerely,  ~ the Staff of Highland Baptist Church 
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New Wednesday Classes for Adults Beginning March 8 
 

Wilderness Wanderings 
Join us on a Lenten journey through the wilderness to the Promised Land. We will use biblical      

examples from the Israelites’ “in-between time”—after their exodus from slavery in Egypt but before their arrival in the Land of      
Canaan— to reflect on our own journeys of faith and life in the wilderness. Tolkien notes, “not all those who wander are lost.” Yet, 
the Israelites got fairly turned around! Join us whether you wander or simply wonder. Lent makes space for both. This four-week 
class will meet in the Commons and will be taught by Tyler Mayfield. 
 

Supporting Loved Ones Through End of Life 
As those we love begin to experience some of the changes and losses of later life, or deal with the cumulative effects of a chronic 

illness, or are diagnosed with what may well be a terminal illness, family members and friends face changes and challenges as well. It 
can be hard to know how, when, and how much to help. And it can be heart-breaking, heart-healing, and life-changing to learn how 
to just be with a loved one when you can’t change difficult facts or circumstances. In this class, we will begin to explore some of the 
practicalities and some of the emotional and spiritual territory we travel when loved ones approach the end of their lives, and share 
our own experiences. Vicki Runnion, a social worker involved in hospice and end of life care for more than 30 years, and hospice-
colleagues Becky Holloman RN, and Kristie Abney, RN and current seminarian, will facilitate these conversations. This four-week 
class will meet on the stage in Fellowship Hall.  

 
Libation Theology March 9 

Please join us on Thursday, March 9, at 6:30 p.m., as we share our faith and a meal together. All are invited to join us in the loft 
area at Molly Malone’s in St. Matthews (the corner of Shelbyville Road and Breckinridge Lane), and feel free to bring a friend. No 
reservation required. We will have a time of fellowship, libation and food, from 6:30 until 7:00, and our discussion will be from 7:00 
until 8:00. 

Our discussions during 2017 will be on the topic of “faith formation.” For the purposes of our discussions this year, “faith      
formation” is understood as “learning a way to live in all areas of life in relationship to God.” This month, we will discuss those who 
are exemplars of faith for us. The example of their lives, in whole or in part, may teach or inspire us. Similarly, conversations with   
our contemporaries, listening to their stories and voicing our stories of belief and unbelief may challenge, refine, clarify, or deepen 
our faith. Questions for discussion: What does the term “saint” mean to you? Who would you consider an exemplar of faith? How 
have you encountered this person? Has that person informed your faith or inspired your conduct? How? Has your notion of an  
exemplar of faith changed during your faith journey? 

For more information, please contact Nina Maples, Lance Springs or Becki Streif. 

 

As we continue our journey into the Lenten season, I hope we remember that our very lives exist in     
the continuum between our finite mortality (Ash Wednesday) and the promise of Resurrection (Easter).     
If we acknowledge the truth of both Lenten claims, I think we may find the joy and liberation that comes 
through encountering God in our relationships with one another. We of the youth community know joy 
well—I hope you will join us as we find it amidst all life’s complicated offerings in Sunday School,                                                                 
on Wednesday nights, in Mentor Groups and more!  ~ Perry 

Wednesday, March 8—Wednesday Night is back in the Youth Commons from 6:00-7:15 p.m. after dinner! 
Saturday, March 11—HS Youth St. Patrick’s Day Parade Parking Fundraiser 
Sunday, March 12—We continue our Lenten exploration on who Jesus is and was in Sunday School/Mentor Group               

for HS Girls and MS/HS Guys return. MS Girls Group is under construction and will return soon! 
Summer Trips—Sign ups for PASSPORT (all youth) and Touching Miami with Love (HS youth) are nearing capacity,          

so contact Perry by email immediately to hear about each opportunity and how to get plugged in! 
Sunday, May 7—Save the date for Youth Led Worship and Youth Banquet! 

A Note of Thanks 
Thank you for the visits, prayers, candy, 

and flowers from the Nomads Bible study 
class and the church during my recovery from 
a broken leg. I appreciated your expressions 
of love. Sincerely,  ~ W.D. Burden 

Cream of the Crop Trip, Tuesday, March 14  
Cream of the Crop is a group, retirement age and above, that gathers monthly. Our activities range from pot-lucks to trips to local 

places of interest. 
We hope you will join us on Tuesday, March 14, for lunch at Tuscany Italian Restaurant on Outer Loop. We will meet in the church’s 

parking lot at 11:15 a.m. RSVP to Carol Stanton by Sunday, March 12, if you plan to attend.  

Please Note: 
Articles for the weekly newsletter should 

be submitted to Andria no later than Monday 
mornings. 

Have you checked out 
our website lately? 

 
Come visit https://hbclouisville.org and 

catch a glimpse into our virtual front door. 

Sacred: Young Adult Retreat, March 24-26 
Do you wonder if work-life balance is just a myth? Are you skeptical when people ask for prayer? 

Do you want to know more about how to embody your spirituality? Or do you have lots of other 
questions about faith and practice? 

Well then, this time of sacred togetherness, away from Louisville, is just for you...and you...and you....and you. (Sign up soon, 
we are expecting the limited number of spots to fill quickly!) With the leadership of Anne Walter, we will explore spirituality    
practices that ground and stabilize in our present realities. 

When:  March 24-26. We will leave the church at 6:00 p.m. on Friday and return Sunday at about 1:00 p.m. 
Where: St. Meinrad Archabbey, 200 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad, IN 
Register by March 8 at https://hbclouisville.org/congregational
-life/young-adults/young-adult-spring-retreat/. 

 
 
 

Newbie Dinner, March 12, 5:30 p.m. 
Are you new or new-ish to the Young Adult Highland crew? Come 

one, come all to Special Qdoba Time! We will be talking about different 
ministry options and opportunities at Highland in which folks are invited 
to participate, but mostly we will be hanging out having a fabulous time 
while indulging on Qdoba goodness.  

“Drive-In” Movie Night, Saturday, March 25 
Join us for a “drive-in” movie night for families with young children on Saturday, March 25,  

5:00-7:00 p.m. Families are invited to create a car to “drive” to Fellowship Hall—cardboard boxes, 
laundry baskets and other items you already have at home make great vehicles. Bring your own dinner with you (please, no         
peanut butter or nuts due to food allergies), and after we eat, we’ll enjoy movie snacks and a short film. RSVP to Mary Cooksey       
so that we can have a good idea of the age range of children to choose the most appropriate movie! 
 
Easter Festival, Sunday, April 9 

 

WHAT: Crafts, games and egg hunt! 
WHERE: Highland! 
WHEN: Sunday, April 9, 3:00-5:00 p.m., rain or shine 
COST: $5 per child, $10 max per family 
WHO: Birth through 5th grade children and their families 
RSVP: By Wednesday, March 29 (Email renee@hbclouisville.org) 

 Join us for this annual celebration on the front lawn, playground, first and second floor that includes games, crafts, 
egg hunt, fellowship and fun for all ages. Volunteers are needed to lead activity stations and candy donations are 
needed as well. Look for a sign in the large bin outside the Choir Room for candy drop-off. 
 

Important Children and Family Ministry Dates 
 March 25 “Drive-In” Movie Night 
 March 29 VBS Camp 2nd Payment Due 
 April 9 Easter Festival 
 April 12 PASSPORTkids! 2nd Payment Due 

 May 21 Children’s Music Spring Concert Service 
 June 23-25 VBS Camp 
 July 15-18 PASSPORTkids! 
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   Goal: $1,800,000.00 
   Total pledged: $1,602,491.00 
   Paid this week: $663.00 
   Total paid to date: $1,377,223.00 

Weekly Financial Report February 26, 2017 (8 weeks) 

 
Weekly 

Requirement 
Receipts 

This Week 
YTD 

Requirements 
YTD 

Receipts 
YTD 

Over/Under 

Contributions  $20,784.68   $14,676.00  $171,127.92   $167,115.80  ($4,012.12) 

Other Income  $664.58  $375.00  $5,316.72 $6,808.76 $1,492.04 

Total  $21,449.26   $15,051.00   $176,444.64  $173,924.56  ($2,520.08) 

This Week 
at Highland 

Tuesday, March 7 
Emma Leachman Group (103) .................................. 4 p.m. 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
G.R.O.W. #1 (103) ....................................................... 6 p.m. 
Annual Joint Meeting of the 

Global Mission Groups (FH) ................... 7 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 8 
Fellowship Supper (FH) ................................... 5:20-6 p.m. 
Children’s Activities ........................................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Group (Youth Commons) .................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Adult Class—Supporting Loved Ones Through 

End of Life (Fireside) ................. 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Wilderness Wanderings 

(Commons) ................................. 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Transgender Affirmation 101 & 

102 (FH Stage) ............................ 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal (Choir Room) 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Thursday, March 9 
Libation Theology (Off-site) ................................ 6:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ..................................... 7 p.m. 
Back Door Group (FH) ............................................... 8 p.m. 

Friday, March 10 
Men of Highland Gathering (FS) .............................. 8 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary) ............................... 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ...................................... 8 p.m. 

Sunday, March 12 
Worship ..................................................................... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship ..................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study ............................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship ......................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Bible Study ................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Justice MG (103) ................................................. 12:30 p.m. 
Adult Handbells rehearsal (200) ............................... 2 p.m. 
Young Adult Newbie Dinner (FH) ........................... 5 p.m. 

Monday, March 13 
G.R.O.W. #2 (103) ..................................................... 11 a.m. 
Finance MG (103) ........................................................ 6 p.m. 
American Sign Language Class (FH Stage) ....... 6:30 p.m. 
Congregational Safety MG (103) .............................. 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 14 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

This Week’s Deacons 
 
Friday, 7:00 p.m.  
Phillip Garrett (C), Mark Golightly Sanders 
 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.  
Phillip Garrett, Vicki Runnion, 
Gene Streible (C), Tyler Swim (G) 
 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.   
David Bannister (C), Phillip Garrett, 
Allison Keenan (G), Lance Springs 
 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.  
Troy Burden (G), Sharon Sanders, 
Kim Shippey (C), Chet Watson 

Adults: $5.00     Children 4-8: $2.50      Max per family: $15.00 
 
Reminder:   If you have a reservation you are responsible 
to pay for it. Cancellations must be made no later than noon 
the Tuesday before your reservation. You may also contact the 
church office to make your reservations/cancellations. 

  Wednesday Night Menus 

March 8 
Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 
Salad 
Dessert 

March 15 
Lasagna 
Bread 
Dessert 

Reel to Real: A Mission Film Series 
The Justice Ministry Group introduces you to a new film series. We will gather in 

the Sanctuary to view documentaries that will guide us into conversation about larger 
social issues as we ask, “How do we as people of faith respond?” Save these dates and 
more information about the films will be forthcoming. 

 Thursday, March 23: Fix It! 
 Charlie Casper’s powerful new documentary reaches across political and ideological divide 

to expand support for major healthcare reform. 
 Thursday, April 27: 13th 
 Directed by Ava DuVernay, 13th is an Oscar nominated film about the thirteenth amendment 

that explores the intersection of race, justice, and mass incarceration. 
 Thursday, May 18: Hope 
 Boris Lojkine’s film explore the world of African Migrants. This film will be co-hosted with the Global 

Mission Ministry Group. 
 Thursday, June 22: TBD 

 
Responding Justly to Systemic Racism: Redlining Education 

Louisville government’s Office of Redevelopment Strategies is hosting a community conversation, “Redlining   
Louisville: The History of Race, Class and Real Estate.” Attenders will review an interactive map that displays past and 
present data showing the consequences of redlining, which began locally in the late 1930’s. 

 March 28, 5:30 p.m., at New Directions Housing Corporation. Hosted by Human Relations Commission and 
Metropolitan Housing Coalition. 

 April 26, 5:30 p.m., at the Department of Public Health and Wellness. Hosted by The Center for Health Equity 
and YouthBuild Louisville. 

The anti-racism course that recently finished will attend one of these sessions as a group. Please email Nancy   
Goodhue or Lauren Jones Mayfield at lauren@hbclouisville.org if you would like to attend, and let us know your        
preferred date. 
 
Water Step 

If you left the Water Step Shoe Box outside of Lauren’s office, will you please contact her as soon as possible? 
Thanks in advance! 

Around Highland... 
 

... Congratulations to Derek and Allison Robinson on 
the birth of their baby! 
 

... The Highland Book Club will meet on Monday, 
March 27, 6:30 p.m., at the home of Bob and Libby 
Cunningham, to discuss “Flavors from Home: Refugees 
in Kentucky Share Their Stories and Comfort Foods”  
by Aimee Zaring. This month, we are pleased to        
announce that the author will join in our discussion. 
Everyone is invited! 

This is a note for those who struggle with the fact that God loves us-no matter what: 
 

Since I was a small child, I remember singing this song: “Jesus Loves Me!” 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know the song? Do you also know that Jesus loves you? Have you experienced 
God’s love for you personally? It’s only been more recently in my life that I’ve known in my 
heart that God loves me, that He really loves me. I’m a little embarrassed to admit this. I mean, 
why does a 50-something-year-old need to know that God loves them? That’s for kids, right?  

How stunned I was to have God meet me in such a powerful, personal way, and immerse 
me in this idea of His great love for me. I came to experience-to know, not just with my head 
but with my heart, His great love. Here’s the good news: God loves you, too! I know that some 
of the attendees of Friday Church have a very difficult time believing and accepting this truth. 
However, God’s love is very personal toward you. It doesn’t matter where you’ve been, it 
doesn’t matter what you’ve done, it doesn’t matter what you’ve experienced-God loves you.    
It doesn’t matter what you have thought about yourself or what other people may have said 
about you—God loves you. God loves you with an everlasting love that words fail to describe! 

Jesus loves me! this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong; 
they are weak but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

Habitat for Humanity 
Hooray for the good work of Jim McBee, Mary Miller, Nolan Dwyer, Steve Helm, Michael Whatley, Megan DeVries, 

Aaron Watkins, Krista Grabowski, and members of the Emma Leachman group for their wonderful work at the Habitat for 
Humanity work site last week. Together with other area Baptists, construction started on our 24th annual house build. If you 
would like to volunteer your time for ongoing construction, please 
reach out to Becky Martin at becky@hbclouisville.org. 

Highland’s Sanctuary Handbells participated in Saturday’s Kentuckiana Regional Handbell Festival at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church. They joined bell choirs from eight churches for an all-day festival with Dawn Pendleton as the clinician. Mac Brown treated 
everyone to a delicious lunch. The day concluded with a concert featuring arrangements of well-loved hymns. We look forward to 
sharing the bell music with everyone on Wednesday, May 24, at Highland’s annual Handbell and Orchestra Spring Concert. 


