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 Thinking 
      Together... 

Vision 20/20 invites all members 
to weigh in on how our collective values 
and callings form us into a vibrant faith 
community of Jesus for today. 

Like 100 year-old sanctuary doors, 
values and callings need to be updated 
to meet a new century’s challenges and 
opportunities. 

Our timing seems providential. 
Nationally, our core values are being 
questioned and reshaped.  

Locally, Louisville is confronted 
with the widening wealth gaps that 
mostly conform to race. New infor-
mation reveals how racist acts of the 
past, like red-lining, have ongoing       
implications for wealth-building and 
power that continue to disadvantage 
black Louisvillians. 

Within Highland, we are also in a 
time of discernment, of feeling called 
ever deeper by Jesus into the human 
struggles of our day, while at the same 
time, we are adjusting to membership 
shifts, staff transitions, new ideas and 
concerns. In short, new expressions of 
the old, old Story. 

These can be disorienting times. 
And so, we do what people of faith and 
courage have done for millennia: we 
pray and we trust God to guide us. 

Next week begins Lent—40 days 
(like Jesus’ temptation) before Easter 
when we listen and learn in order to 
experience anew Easter’s Great Mystery 
that Life is stronger than Death. 

Listening Hearts, Highland’s 
Lenten theme, will be a season of prayer. 

Worship will be reshaped during 
this season to provide more space and 
silence for prayer. We will be given 
prompts, tips, testimonies, and tools   
for praying deeply and personally.  

Anyone who has attempted prayer 
knows that prayer presents unique  
challenges. It takes practice, patience, 
and other pilgrims who have traversed 
prayer’s path and found its treasure. 

So, worship services will be more 
prayer-focused.  

But what about the rest of our 
lives? Can we each make our times of 
solitude, of secret, personal, sacred 
communion which provides holy     
energy, wisdom, courage, insight, grace? 

As Godly Play leaders tell our     
children: God is ready to come close to 
you when you are ready to come close 
to God. 

Are you ready?  ~ Joe 

Highland’s Word 
To Our Community 
... on NPR: … beginning Lent—a 
church season to help us think deeply 
about Christianity in today’s culture. 
2017’s Lenten theme: Listening Hearts. 

Vision 20/20 Listening Sessions 
The Vision 20/20 team is off to a good start with listening to people in ministry groups and Bible 

study classes talk about their dreams for Highland in the future. 
If you are not connected with a Bible study class or a Ministry Group, we invite you to participate 

tonight, February 21, 6:00-7:30, in the Commons, or on Sunday, March 5, 10:30-12:00 on the stage in 
Fellowship Hall. 

Listening Hearts begins March 1 
Since Lent originated as a training period for candidates for baptism at Easter, it seems fitting to     

follow this model throughout the six weeks of Lent by: 
  Refashioning worship to invite listening prayer as well as time for trying out prayer practices. 
  Offering a class on prayer and small group gatherings for prayer. 
  Inviting all members to share how they pray and what they hear. 
  Providing resources for daily prayer practices, including A Way Other Than Our Own, a new 

daily Lenten devotional by Walter Brueggemann is available in the Commons for $13 or join 
our Amazon Smile group and order it online, or $4 for a Kindle version. 

Visit with Scarlette Jasper, CBF Missionary 
On Tuesday, March 7, at 7:00 p.m., CBF missionary, Scarlette 

Jasper, will be at Highland. The whole church is invited to hear about 
her work in McCreary County,  Kentucky, which includes “Extreme 
Build house,” a project Highlanders have helped  with many times. We 
have supported Jasper’s work in Appalachia for many years, and we look forward to welcoming her. 

 
Gratitude for Highland’s Monetary Support Through Global Missions 

Below is a note that was recently received from Loic Tombac, who a number of us initially met in 
2009 when we journeyed to Morocco. Loic was a student who was studying in Morocco and towards 
the end of his studies encountered a number of issues that could have resulted in him not completing 
his studies and being sent back to his home country. Because of the support provided by Highland to 
the CEI (International Aid Committee) Loic was able to receive aid that enabled him to stay in        
Morocco and complete his studies. Emergency aid to students is only a small part of the work of the 
CEI which is supported by Highland through your gifts to the budget. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters from Kentucky, 
The Lord has put in my heart to email you and give you a return about how 

much your support has been a blessing to me. Maybe you do not often have a lot of 
return on the investments you make for the vulnerable people, migrants, refugees or 
even students in difficulty in Morocco. But I would like to tell you by this message 
how much your support has been invaluable to me. I am very grateful to you. 

I graduated in the Masters degree of Network Systems and Telecommunication Engineering,      
for which you financially supported me. I worked in Morocco and received a work visa in Morocco 
before leaving to go to Boston. I married Eleanor two years ago. We met in 2012 at the Church of the 
Al Akhawayn University of Ifrane where Karen Thomas Smith works. Eleanor is from Chicago. We 
moved to Boston last September for her to pursue a Master's degree in Social Work. I began work as a 
network engineer in Rhode Island about two months ago. Thank you very much for the support you 
had given me. Thank you for the love you had shown me in the name of the Lord Jesus-Christ. 

I cannot finish this message without addressing my gratefulness and my deep admiration for my 
“mother”, Karen. She has been a blessing to me and to many others. May the Lord remember you and 
fill you with His grace. May the Lord renew your strength and keep Kevin and Clare (Karen’s husband 
and daughter). This message is also to encourage you to continue this work as long as you can. You 
cannot imagine how a positive impact this has in the lives of those who receive your help. Please      
remember that the Lord sometimes silently operates through your actions. You are blessed by God, 
dear brothers and sisters (Matthew 25: 34-40). 

Please convey this message of encouragement to all those in Kentucky who somehow or other 
support the vulnerable people. 

Love and blessings to all of you! Best Regards,  ~ Loic Yarisse Tombac 

A Look Toward Ash Wednesday and Beyond 
The service that begins our Lenten journey, known as Ash Wednesday, 

is next Wednesday, March 1. This is a service of penitence and humbleness, 
giving us time to reflect on our own mortality and sinfulness and allowing us 
time to turn from those things in our lives that we know are harmful and not 
Christ centered.  

Ash Wednesday takes on a deeper meaning by being the entrance point 
to the Lenten season—a season in the church year where we remember the 
forty days before the crucifixion; where we make preparation for the celebration of the major event of the 
liturgical year and for the central event of our lives: the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Ash Wednesday becomes a poignant remembrance of last year’s Palm Sunday and Easter celebrations,  
for we have saved the palm branches from that service and we burn them until they become ash which is 
then used to create a sign of penitence upon our foreheads this year. The use of ashes during the service 
gives an outward sign of our inward connection to the hope of death and resurrection. It also reminds us 
that we were formed from the dust of the earth, and that we will return to the earth at our last day.        
Highland’s ministers will also impose ashes on all infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who will be in child-
care, as well as Carol Choir, and their teachers. 

Join us next Wednesday, March 1, at 6:15 p.m., in the Sanctuary, to experience a journey toward   
Easter filled with the wholeness and humanity that God dreams for us. 

Weekend Services 
Transfiguration Sunday 

 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Joe Phelps, Proclaimer 
 

Choral Anthem:  
Sometimes a Light Surprises 
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Weekly Financial Report February 12, 2017 (6 weeks) 

 
Weekly 

Requirement 
Receipts 

This Week 
YTD 

Requirements 
YTD 

Receipts 
YTD 

Over/Under 

Contributions  $20,784.68   $15,221.00  $129,558.56   $128,792.60  ($765.96) 

Other Income  $664.58  $1,329.84  $3,987.56 $5,800.51 $1,812.95 

Total  $21,449.26   $16,550.84   $133,546.12  $134,593.11  $1,046.99 

You won’t find many churches with a community like Friday Church! 
Started in conjunction with a Narcotics Anonymous meeting 

happening in Fellowship Hall, Friday Church began as a small gathering 
of people seeking to worship and be community together without 
pretension. People came as they were—often struggling with addictions, 
some from halfway houses, some from no houses at all. Gathered in a small upper room in 
Highland’s building, God transformed this community into what it is today. 

No longer just a worship service, Friday Church is a full-blown community. 
With ministries stretching beyond worship to recovery work, life skills, and pastoral care, 

the Friday Church Ministry Group shepherds this group of people week in and week out. 
People are finding faith. God is moving. Come and be a part! 

A Note of Thanks 
Thank you so much for the 

cards, texts, and thoughts upon the 
death of my mother. Most of all, 
thank you for the prayers. It was a 
great comfort to me, knowing that so 
many people were thinking of us and 
praying for us! We have a long jour-
ney ahead of us still and it will be a 
different one now that we have no 
parents, but hopefully, by God’s 
grace, we will go forth and continue 
living as our parents would want us to. 
Love, ~ Linda Campbell and family 

Highland celebrated the arrival  
of Perry Dixon, Minister to Youth and 
Their Families, as well as the service of 
Mac Brown, Interim Youth Coordina-
tor! Please extend a warm welcome to 
Perry and your thanks to Mac. 

This Week 
at Highland 

Tuesday, February 21 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ..................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Vision 20/20 Listening Session (Commons) ............... 6 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ........................................ 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 22 
Fellowship Supper (FH) .......................................... 5:20-6 p.m. 
Children’s Activities .................................................. 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Group (Youth Commons) .......................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Parents’ Class (103) ............................... 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Re-Thinking the Traditional Vision 

of God (Choir Room) ..................... 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Responding Justly to Systemic 

Racism (Commons) ........................ 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Transgender Affirmation 101 & 

102 (FH Stage) ................................. 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal (Choir Room) ...... 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Thursday, February 23 
TABS (Commons) ..................................................... 11:30 a.m. 
HBC Bookends (103) ....................................................... 2 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .......................................... 7 p.m. 
Back Door Group (FH) .................................................... 8 p.m. 

Friday, February 24 
Men of Highland Gathering (FS) .................................... 8 a.m. 
Cream of the Crop Trip ............................................. 11:15 a.m. 
Youth House Party Begins (FH) ..................................... 5 p.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary) ..................................... 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ............................................ 8 p.m. 

Sunday, February 26 
Worship ........................................................................... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship ........................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study ...................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship ............................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Bible Study .......................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Community Missions MG (103) ............................ 12:30 p.m. 
Adult Handbells rehearsal (200) .................................. 2-3 p.m. 
Highland Book Club (103) .............................................. 6 p.m. 

Monday, February 27 
Ministry Council (103) ..................................................... 6 p.m. 
American Sign Language Class (FH Stage) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 28 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ..................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ........................................ 10 p.m. 

This Week’s Deacons 
 
Friday, 7:00 p.m.  
Kathy Belcher (C), Mark Golightly Sanders 
 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.  
Kristie Abney (G), Vicki Runnion (C), 
Gene Streible, Tyler Swim 
 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.   
Tony Carney, Libby Cunningham, 
Mark Golightly Sanders (C), Susan Pierce (G) 
 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.   
Troy Burden (G), Mary Cooksey, 
Terri Connolly, Dana Connor-Israel (C) 

 
   Goal: $1,800,000.00 
   Total pledged: $1,601,360.00 
   Paid this week: $798.00 
   Total paid to date: $1,374,187.00 

Cream of the Crop Trip, This Friday, February 24 
Cream of the Crop is a group, retirement age and above, that gathers monthly. Our        

activities range from pot-lucks to trips to local places of interest. 
We hope you will join us this Friday, February 24, for lunch at the Bristol, followed by a 

visit to the Frazier History Museum. We’ll be visiting the 100 Great Courier-Journal Photo-
graphs exhibit, in which our own Bill Luster is featured. Bill will be joining us to give us a tour  
of the photographs! RSVP to Joey Eubank by tomorrow, February 22, if  you plan to attend.  
We will meet in the church parking lot at 11:15 a.m.  

Wednesday Classes for Adults 

Responding Justly to Systemic Racism. Commons. 
Re-Thinking the Traditional Vision of God. 
Transgender Affirmation 101 & 102. 
 

Thursday Adult Bible Study (TABS) 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the       

kingdom of heaven.” As we mature through our journey of faith, perhaps we all have    
stories to tell about being persecuted and wonder why we should be glad and rejoicing. 
This Thursday, March 2, at 11:30 a.m., some good folks will gather to study and share 
stories related to the last of the eight beatitudes. We invite you to join us for the journey 
does not end, yet!  

 

ASL Classes Continue 
The sign language classes started before the first of the year will continue on Monday 

evenings on the stage in Fellowship Hall, 6:30-7:30, through March 20. Marvella Sellers 
will be working with the group, and there will be a guidebook you will need to purchase. 
Information about that resource will be shared at the class. 

 

Women’s Retreat Sign-ups  
Our annual Women’s retreat is scheduled for March 10-11 at Loretto, beginning 

with dinner on Friday and going through 4:00 on Saturday. The theme for the weekend is 
Finding Quiet in a World of Chaos, and will be led by Nina. Cost for the retreat is $60 and 
you can pay on Sunday mornings or online. You need to be sure Nina knows you have 
paid so your spot can be reserved. Space is limited so sign up today!  

 

  Wednesday Night Menu 
February 23 
Pork Tenderloin 
Broccoli 
Mashed Potatoes 
Salad 
Dessert 

Youth and Youth Families! It is so good to write my first 
bit of news for the Youth Corner after beginning yesterday in 
a new season of ministry as Associate Pastor to Youth and 
their Families! I am incredibly excited to be back among and 
alongside you as we journey to live out the Story of Jesus, together. 

This weekend, we will spend time in fellowship with one another as House Party 
takes us to Camp Kavanaugh. Our theme is “Inside; Outside” as we consider how our 
individual identities shape how we do mission work from our particular progressive     
Baptist context. Through shared meals, sessions engaging creative thinking, a scavenger 
hunt and more, we are in for an amazing weekend! The weekend would not be possible 
without the unique contributions of a number of adults through meals, transportation, 
and being present with our youth—the entire youth community gives them thanks! 

This Wednesday: John Bell will facilitate the next of our important multi part 
series addressing Sex Abuse/Healthy Relationships—this week we will address pornogra-
phy and how it impacts us as a society and as individuals. Please reach out to me  by email 
(perry@hbclouisville.org) or by phone (502-451-3735) with any questions or concerns! 

This Sunday: Youth will be out of Sunday Bible study while returning from 
House Party to attend 11:00 worship! 

PASSPORT, June 18-24: We are off to camp in Greensboro, North Carolina! 
First installments were due February 19! Please contact me about trip sign ups, scholar-
ships and any other questions you might have! 

Touching Miami with Love—High School Youth Mission Trip, July 8-15: High 
School Youth are headed to serve alongside TML in Miami! Contact me ASAP about trip 
sign ups, payment schedules, scholarship and more! This is an incredible opportunity for 
continued partnership with a wonderful organization we love!  ~ Perry Dixon 

Summer Camp Registration Due 
Information for both Vacation Bible School Camp   

and PASSPORTkids! has been emailed to families. If you 
did not receive the email, please contact renee@hbclouisville.org for more information. 
VBS Camp (for completed K-3rd grades) registration and deposit is due this Sunday,  
February 26. PASSPORTkids! (for completed 4th and 5th grades) registration and       
deposit is due March 1. Scholarships are available if needed.  
 

Teacher Appreciation Month Concludes This Week 
Join us in February as we find ways to honor all teachers at Highland, and specifically 

the teachers who guide and nurture your children in faith each week through Bible study, 
music, and mission. We have raised $173 in honor of our beloved teachers! You may want 
to consider other ways to show your appreciation for our children’s teachers on this last 
week of the month. For example, your family might choose to make homemade cards for 
your child’s teachers, write a song or a poem, or create a piece of beautiful artwork. Use 
your imagination as you think on how to honor the teachers in our midst. This Sunday, 
the Families with Children Ministry Group will honor all of our teachers in a unique way. 

Highland Book Club This Sunday, February 26 
The Highland Book Club meets this Sunday, February 26, 6:00 p.m., in room 103, to    

discuss “Flavors from Home: Refugees in Kentucky Share Their Stories and Comfort Foods”  
by Aimee Zaring. Everyone is invited! 


