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 Thinking 
      Together... 

“What does Highland need right 
now to step into our calling for today?” 

This question or a variation there-
of arises daily in your pastors’ minds, 
especially when preparing for our 
weekly gathering for worship. “What  
is God saying to the church through 
these scriptures in light of today’s  
challenges?”  

For the past couple of months, 
I’ve noticed my own need for to step 
away from the din of voices and      
emotions in order to find both my 
center and my Center. I need less  
information and more contemplation. 
Fewer words and more Word. 

I hear a similar refrain from many 
of you, which is why I propose using 
the Lenten season (begins March 1, 
two weeks from tomorrow) to create a 
quieter, less wordy space together as a 
church in worship. 

Listening Hearts, our Lenten 
theme, suggests a temporary adjust-
ment to our weekly worship rhythm. 
Shorter sermons (called homilies, not 
sermonettes!). Fewer words in singing. 
Intermittent silence in the hour for 
thinking, doodling, listening, waiting. 
We will include suggestions for enter-
ing into prayer and how to listen to the 
Voiceless One. 

Consider “giving up for Lent” a 
portion of your reading or recreating 
or TV or music time in order to “take 
up for Lent” set-aside, guarded time 
for sacred silence—to listen, to learn, 
and to be baptized in God’s transfor-
ming love. 

Before Isaiah’s image of God’s 
dream (“the wolf will lie with the 
lamb”), God says, “Before they call 
out, I’ll answer. Before they’ve finished 
speaking, I’ll have heard.”  

Jesus said, “Those who seek will 
find.”  

There comes a time to leave the 
silence and reenter the public square 
with the word of the Lord (Easter’s 
theme: Declaring Voices). But first,   
let us do our Lenten work so that 
Highland can be a finely tuned         
instrument of transforming love in     
the hand of the Artist.  ~ Joe 

Highland’s Word 
To Our Community 
... on NPR: … seeking the Sacred  
Vision for living in harmony with all  
of creation. 

Weekend Services 
 

Seventh Sunday 
after Epiphany 

 
Matthew 5:38-48 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 
 

Enmity to Empathy 
Lauren Jones Mayfield, Proclaimer 

Vision 20/20 Listening Sessions 
The Vision 20/20 team was off to a good start this past week with listening to people in ministry 

groups and Bibles study classes talk about what their dreams are for Highland in the future. If you are not 
connected with a Bible study class or a Ministry Group, we invite you to participate on either Tuesday, 
February 21, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Commons, or Sunday, March 5, 10:30 a.m.-noon, on the stage in 
Fellowship Hall. Childcare will be  provided on Tuesday, February 21, with a reservation. Please contact 
Nina at nina@hbclouisville.org if you require childcare. 

In the listening sessions, we have been holding, some concerns have been expressed about losing      
the label of “A Thinking, Feeling, Healing Community of Faith.” This will not be a part of our vision and 
mission statement, but it will be our tag line. When you hear the phrase “the quicker picker upper” you 
think of Bounty paper towels—or at least most people do! When people hear, “A Thinking, Feeling,     
Healing Community of Faith”, we want them to immediately think of Highland. So, spread the word and 
invite your friends and neighbors to this unique community of faith we call Highland. 

Teacher Appreciation Month in February 
Join us in February as we find ways to honor all teachers at Highland, and specifically the teachers  

who guide and nurture your children in faith each week through Bible study, music, and mission. We    
invite you to purchase a heart to honor teachers past and present. All monetary gifts collected will be       
applied toward our Building Love campaign! There will be an opportunity to purchase a heart after the 
8:30 and 11:00 services this Sunday, February 19. You may want to consider other ways to show your         
appreciation for our children’s teachers. For example, your family might choose to make homemade cards     
for your child’s teachers, write a song or a poem or create a piece of beautiful artwork. Use your               
imagination as you think on how to honor the teachers in our midst. On the final Sunday of the month,     
the Families with Children Ministry Group will honor all of our teachers in a unique way.    

The best part—you have an entire month to express your gratitude! A class list of teacher names      
will be available on the tables in the Preschool and Children’s Commons on the 2nd floor. If you have any 
questions, contact Renee (renee@hbclouisville.org). 

500 Postcards Mailed! 
The Justice Ministry Group humbly shouts, “THANK 

YOU!” for the witness made last Sunday. Individuals from 
the congregation, (that’s you!) penned messages to our law 
makers, Republican and Democrat alike, inviting them to 
take care of specific social issues in the continuing first days 
of their congressional work. This is yet one more way we 
continue to support those whose needs differ from our own. 
Together, we will continue doing our part of justice and 
love, as we work and hope to unclog the national, political 
traffic jam that Joe preached about last week. Thank you for 
your commitment to peace by giving voice to those who 
have been silenced.  

Church members sign Women’s March 
postcards in an act of loving justice.  

Listening Hearts; Lent/Easter 2017 
Lent 2017 finds Highland knee-deep in:  

 the moral and spiritual challenges facing our nation; 
 a season of discernment within our Vision 2020 work;  
 individuals and families working on spiritual and personal growth. 

What does Highland need during this time in our life together? How can we fully open         
ourselves to God’s transforming love? What will be the shape of our obedience to God’s calling for today?  

As if a Sacred Gift from God, we come to Lent 2017—a timely opportunity for Highland to go inward 
for an intentional season of prayer and discernment. 

This is important, sacred work because Highland has developed a unique voice in public conversations 
about the moral, ethical, and spiritual paths to true justice, which we believe is God’s justice. Highland is 
called to publicly advocate for God’s justice. 

But before our voices make speech, we are first called to listen, to gather, to discern, to prepare, to 
surrender, to offer. First, we listen. Then, we speak. 

Since Lent originated as a training period for candidates for baptism at Easter, it seems fitting to follow 
this model throughout the six weeks of Lent by: 

 refashioning Lenten worship services to allow time for learning about listening prayer                
as well as time for trying out prayer practices during the worship hour. 

 Providing resources for daily prayer practices outside of the hour. 
 Offering a class on prayer and small group gatherings for prayer. 
 Inviting all members to share how they pray and what they hear. 

Lent at Highland begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1, at 6:15 p.m., with a unique service of worship 
and prayer. 

A Way Other Than Our Own, a new daily Lenten devotional by Walter Brueggemann is available in 
the Commons for $13 (some free copies available), or join our Amazon Smile group and order it online,  
or $4 for a Kindle version. 
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Wednesday Classes for Adults 

Responding Justly to Systemic Racism. Commons. Lauren Jones Mayfield and Nancy Goodhue. 
Re-Thinking the Traditional Vision of God. Choir Room. Tyler Mayfield 
Transgender Affirmation 101 & 102. Fellowship Hall, Stage. Joanna Morse and Bojangles Blanchard. 
 

ASL Classes Continue 
The sign language classes started before the first of the year will continue on Monday evenings on the stage in Fellowship Hall 

from 6:30-7:30. The classes will be held each Monday starting February 13-March 20. Marvella Sellers will be working with the 
group, and there will be a guidebook you will need to purchase. Information about that resource will be shared at the class. 

 

Thursday Adult Bible Study (TABS) 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” See God? Really? Would you like to explore this beatitude with others 

who wonder if and when seeing God will happen? Come to the Commons at 11:30 a.m. this Thursday, February 16, and decide for 
yourself if purity of heart leads to seeing God. Most who come to TABS bring a Bible, a few bring lunch, many have a glass of water 
or cup of coffee, but we all come to explore what Jesus’ sayings (recorded in Matthew 5) mean for our stage of life as we journey on. 

 

Summer Camp Registration Due 
Information for both Vacation Bible School Camp and PASSPORTkids! was emailed to families 

at the end of last week. If you did not receive the email, please contact renee@hbclouisville.org for 
more information. 

VBS Camp (for completed K-3rd grades) registration and deposit is due February 26. PASSPORTkids! (for completed 4th-5th 
grades) registration and deposit is due March 1. 
 
“Becoming Like Christ” Gathering for 4th and 5th Grade Students 

Beginning this Sunday, February 19, through Sunday, March 26, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Highland’s 4th and 5th grade students are in-
vited to attend a gathering that will focus on what it looks like to live our lives as Christ followers. Many children have begun to ask 
good questions about choosing to be a Christ follower and baptism, and this gathering will allow children to explore alongside their 
peers to explore what following Christ in our daily lives can look like as well as to have the safe space to ask some of the hard ques-
tions that come up in that conversation. There will also be an important component for students to work on at home with their 
families each week. Please note that it is important to attend all 6 sessions. RSVP to Renee Purtlebaugh (renee@hbclouisville.org) 
by tomorrow, February 15, if you plan for your child to join us.	

 
Important Children and Family Ministry Dates 

 February Teacher Appreciation Month 
 February 26 VBS Camp Registration and Deposit Due 
 March 1 PASSPORTkids! Registration and Deposit Due 
 April 9 Easter Festival 
 May 21 Children’s Music Spring Concert Service 
 June 23-25 VBS Camp 
 July 15-18 PASSPORTkids! 

The countdown is drawing down and soon Perry will be in da house! He starts this Monday,        
February 20, and will be getting his feet under him next week while we finish prepping for House Party. 

Speaking of House Party: we have 33 youth signed up. Great turnout and guaranteed to be a great 
time. Everyone is meeting in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 on Friday, February 24. The group will eat dinner   
in Fellowship Hall (thanks Amy Farnsley, Amy Pacyga, Janet Iler and Linda Tomes) before leaving for 
Camp Kavanaugh for the remainder of the weekend. The focus of House Party is mission work and Troy Burden is using his          
connections in the nonprofit world to help us have good, meaningful mission work we can do at Kavanaugh. After the work is done, 
we will set out on the scavenger hunt. Parts of the scavenger hunt will be on Kavanaugh’s campus and other parts will be out in the 
Crestwood community. It’ll be a hoot and a half. Juniors and Seniors will get their quality time with Perry Saturday night, while the 
rest of the group is watching movies and playing games. 

The next big thing to keep in mind is that the first Passport installment of $150 is due this Sunday, February 19. If you think  
you are going to Passport, please turn in your money to Mac during Bible Study. 

Speaking of Bible Study: this week we have representatives from the Vision 20/20 team coming to talk with us. They will share 
with us what Vision 20/20 is AND they want to listen to our thoughts about what Highland means to us and what could make it 
mean more. Please be sure to come. This is a great opportunity for the youth perspective to be heard as the church undergoes this 
important process to define who we are as a congregation. 

6th Graders and your Parents – You’ve probably already heard, but we want to remind you that Renee Purtlebaugh is starting 
her faith formation class for 4th and 5th graders this Sunday. This year, she is opening it up to 6th graders, too, because she was unable 
to offer it last year. Becoming a mom herself threw her schedule off. If your 6th grader would like to participate, please reach out to 
Renee. 

Finally, we are pushing the pause button on our Middle School Girls Mentor Group. We need to rethink what we do and how 
we do it, and we are going to let Perry undertake that task, so the group will not meet again until further notice. Thanks to Alexa Cox 
and Rachel Mansilla for their work with our young women. 

Cream of the Crop Trip, Friday, February 24 
Cream of the Crop is a group, retirement age and above, that gathers monthly. Our activities range from pot-lucks to trips to local 

places of interest. 
We hope you will join us on Friday, February 24, for lunch at the Bristol, followed by a tour of the 100 Great Courier-Journal         

Photographs exhibit at the Frazier History Museum, in which our own Bill Luster is featured. Bill will be joining us to give us a tour            
of the photographs! RSVP to Joey Eubank by Wednesday, February 22,  if you plan to attend. We will meet in the church parking lot at 
11:15 a.m. and carpool downtown. 

Habitat for Humanity 
Join us for our annual tradition of building the “Baptist Habitat House” here in Louisville. This unique multi-church project, begun    

in 1998, offers you the opportunity to join with fellow Louisville Baptists while constructing a home for a deserving neighbor. 
This year, we will build the home for and alongside Tamra Dale, a thirty-five year-old single mother of three teenagers. She writes to 

the future worksite volunteers, “Thank you! God bless you all. This would not be possible without your help.” 
We need volunteers for two of the initial 3 work days. If you would like to volunteer for this “raise the roof” period, please designate 

your availability for THURSDAY, March 2 and/or SATURDAY, March 4 (Dedication Day). 
If you would like to volunteer work hours beyond March 4, please indicate that as well. Crews work on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 

Saturdays for the following ten weeks. Please contact Becky Martin, Community Volunteer Coordinator, with questions or to sign-up, 
becky@hbclouisville.org. Sincerely,  ~ Jim McBee 

You won’t find many churches with a community like Friday Church! It is welcoming,   
diverse, non-judgmental, loving and above all caring!   

This past week at Friday Church, Jeff Grey gave a eulogy for Kimmberli Robinson who    
had been a Friday Church attendee. Kimmberli passed on January 17. She loved God and always 
enjoyed talking about the Old Testament. She was a women of faith, independence, and courage. 
She had been diagnosed with stage 4 breast cancer. She was homeless and all alone in the world. 
In July 2016, she was placed in a nursing home in Salem, Indiana, due to her diagnosis, lack of support and living 
situation. Members of the Friday Church Ministry Group reached out to her, visited her, established a connection 

with her, and cared for her. When she passed, there was no traditional service, she was only memorialized during the Friday service. 
Highland Baptist/Friday Church is truly a thinking, feeling, healing community of faith! 
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   Goal: $1,800,000.00 
   Total pledged: $1,601,012.00 
   Paid this week: $340.00 
   Total paid to date: $1,373,389.00 

Weekly Financial Report February 5, 2017 (5 weeks) 

 
Weekly 

Requirement 
Receipts 

This Week 
YTD 

Requirements 
YTD 

Receipts 
YTD 

Over/Under 

Contributions  $20,784.68   $27,009.76  $108,773.88   $113,571.60  $4,797.72 

Other Income  $664.58  $1,693.17  $3,322.98 $4,470.67 $1,147.69 

Total  $21,449.26   $28,702.93   $112,096.86  $118,042.27  $5,945.41 

This Week 
at Highland 

Tuesday, February 14 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 15 
Fellowship Supper (FH) ................................... 5:20-6 p.m. 
Children’s Activities ........................................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Group (Youth Commons) .................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Parents’ Class (103) ......................... 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Re-Thinking the Traditional Vision 

of God (Commons) .................... 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Responding Justly to Systemic 

Racism (FS) .................................. 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Transgender Affirmation 101 & 

102 (FH Stage) ............................ 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal (Choir Room) 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Thursday, February 16 
TABS (Commons) ............................................... 11:30 a.m. 
Senior Adults MG (103) ............................................. 2 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ..................................... 7 p.m. 
Back Door Group (FH) ............................................... 8 p.m. 

Friday, February 17 
Men of Highland Gathering (FS) .............................. 8 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary) ............................... 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ...................................... 8 p.m. 

Sunday, February 19 
Worship ..................................................................... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship ..................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study ............................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship ......................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Bible Study ................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Faithful Giving MG (103) .................................. 12:15 p.m. 
Orchestra rehearsal (Sanctuary) ....................... 12:30 p.m. 
Families with Children MG (201) .................... 12:30 p.m. 
Adult Handbells rehearsal (200) ........................... 2-3 p.m. 
Global Missions MG (103) ................................... 5:30 p.m. 

Monday, February 20 
Young Adults MG (FS) ......................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Youth MG (Youth Commons) .................................. 6 p.m. 
American Sign Language Class (FH, Stage) ...... 6:30 p.m. 
Deacons (Commons) .................................................. 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 21 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

This Week’s Deacons 
 
Friday, 7:00 p.m.  
Mark Golightly Sanders, Reece Little (C) 
 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.  
Mark Golightly Sanders, Vicki Runnion (C), 
Gene Streible, Tyler Swim (G) 
 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.   
Bruce Carroll (C), Terri Connolly, 
Mark Golightly Sanders, Allison Keenan (G) 
 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.   
Kristie Abney (G), Cheryl Davis, 
John Foster (C), Kim Shippey 

Adults: $5.00     Children 4-8: $2.50      Max per family: $15.00 
 
Reminder:   If you have a reservation you are responsible 
to pay for it. Cancellations must be made no later than noon 
the Tuesday before your reservation. You may also contact the 
church office to make your reservations/cancellations. 

  Wednesday Night Menus 

February 15 
Breakfast Items 
Dessert 

February 23 
Pork Tenderloin 
Broccoli 
Mashed Potatoes 
Salad 
Dessert 

 Upcoming Events at Highland 

February 24-26 Youth House Party 
February 26 Highland Book Club 
March 1 Ash Wednesday Service 
March 2 Theology on Tap 
March 7 Annual Joint Meeting of the Global 

Missions Groups 
March 9 Libation Theology 
March 10-11 Women’s Retreat 

Around Highland... 
... Congratulations to Ivy King and Brandon Reardon on the birth of their baby. Baby Reardon is also        
welcomed by his great grandmother, Carolyn King. 
... The Highland Book Club will meet on Sunday, February 26, 6:00 p.m., in room 103, to discuss “Flavors   
from Home: Refugees in Kentucky Share Their Stories and Comfort Foods” by Aimee Zaring. This month,     
we are pleased to announce that the author will join in our discussion. Everyone is invited! 
... Highland’s Robert Kahne is featured in the February/March issue of CBF’s Fellowship magazine as one  
of the “25 Young Leaders to Know” (https://issuu.com/fellowship/docs/feb-march17-fellowship). 

Join True Colors and Fairness Campaign in Frankfort 
Friends, with the new Kentucky and White House administrations, the fight for 

LGBT equality has never been more pressing. In Kentucky, LGBT people can still be 
fired from a job, denied a place to live, or kicked out of a restaurant. 

The governor and the majority of lawmakers in Frankfort believe that LGBT folk 
and their allies can't mobilize like others to demand their rights. They are wrong. Join us 
in Frankfort for this very important Fairness Lobby Day tomorrow, February 15. 

A brief training at 9:00 a.m. will prepare you to visit state representatives with others to share 
concerns for LGBT equality. At 1:30 p.m., rally for Statewide Fairness Law SB63 and against anti-
LGBT laws HB105, HB106, & HB141! For those of you who attended the advocacy workshop at 
Crescent Hill Baptist last week, this is your chance to take action. 

The Facebook event is posted on Highland’s page and the Young Adults page with more information. If you have 
questions or concerns, don't hesitate to reach out to me at TrueColorsHBC@gmail.com or Lauren Jones Mayfield at 
laurenjm@hbclouisville.org. Gratefully,  ~ Rev. Bojangles 

 
World Justice Day—February 20 

Highland’s Justice Ministry Group invites you to an ecumenical gathering hosted 
by Sowers of Justice at Crescent Hill Baptist Church this Monday, February 20, from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Cost is $5. A few of the organizations who will be present are Muslim 
Americans for Compassion, Peace Catalyst, KY Refugee Ministries, Global Human 
Project, Americana, LSURJ Faith, LaCasita, and others. 

This will be an opportunity to eat together, share interests around sanctuary work, immigrant welcome, and inter-
faith connections, while we mobilize and form connections around justice and peace. Please contact Doug Lowry for 
further information or sign up at Eventbrite through the Sowers of Justice website (https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
world-justice-day-sowers-of-justice-network-gathering-tickets-31280156791). 

 
Thank You to the Jean Janes Global Women Mission Group 

The Community Missions Ministry Group offers robust thanks to this wonderful group of committed women for 
their financial support. As one of our final acts of charity for our co-sponsorship family, we are providing Odetta and the 
children a new chest of drawers. So many children plus so many lovingly donated clothes equals a need for sturdy and 
safe furniture. What a gift to be able to offer this much needed piece of furniture. Thank you! 

 
Yard Signs Still Available 

As part of our continued outreach to all those in our community, we are offering for purchase 
this welcome sign with a message in several languages. We join this effort with our sister church,    
St. Williams. If you are interested in buying one of these yard signs for $10, please contact Becky 
Martin at becky@hbclouisville.org. 

A Special Message from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
 
To the Congregation of Highland Baptist Church:    
 
At the start of this new year, all of us at the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship want to thank the members of Highland Baptist 
Church for your dedication and commitment to sustaining Global Missions, supporting healthy churches and nurturing 
Young Baptists.  We appreciate being your partner in ministries and missions. 
 
You are special to us, and we are grateful for you.  You are sharing Christ’s love in profound ways as you join with nearly 
1,800 fellow CBF churches to share and live the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Your gifts, generosity and personal involvement accomplished great things for the body of Christ in 2016. You welcomed 
refugees from Syria and other countries around the world forced out of their homes from war, hunger and violence. You 
provided food, water, shelter, education, medical care and new opportunities for women, men and children marginalized by 
injustice.  You offer peace, hope and love in a time when our country and our world are hungry for God’s love.  
 
And you do so much more through your faithful partnership with CBF.  You started new churches for people who had never 
been part of a church or heard the message of Jesus.  You provided a network of support for churches and pastors.  You 
offered a path for Young Baptists to respond to God’s call and guidance in their lives.  
 
All of this work would not be possible without you and your compassion and kindness.  
 
As the Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians, “I thank God for every remembrance of you.”  Thank you for all you are doing 
in your church, your community and in the world.  We are grateful to have you as such an important CBF partner.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Suzii Paynter 
Executive Coordinator 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

160 Clairemont Avenue 
Suite 500 

Decatur GA  30030 
770-220-1600 

Battery and CFL Bulb Recycling Discontinued 
Several years ago, Highland’s Creation Care Task Force established a recycling drop off service for rechargeable batteries 

and Compact Fluorescent Light bulbs (CFL bulbs). However, most of the major home repair stores (e.g. The Home Depot, 
Lowe’s) now offer recycling bins for CFLs and rechargeable household batteries. As such, Highland is discontinuing its drop 
off service—freeing up space for other needs! Larger and specialty batteries can be recycled at two Metro Louisville locations: 

 Metro Waste Reduction Center at 636 Meriwether Avenue, Tuesdays-Fridays 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
and Saturdays 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 Haz Bin Hazardous Materials Disposal at 7501 Grade Lane, Wednesdays and Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  


