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 Thinking Together... 
Our Vision 20/20 kick-off was a beautiful snapshot of Highland. 

To our knowledge, this was the first time Highland was entirely gone on Sunday from the corner of Grinstead (called New Transit when Highland 
started) and Cherokee Roads. It was worth it. 

With members from all four services present on Sunday at our U of L Shelby Campus site we were a substantial portion of our faith community today. 
People met who didn’t know they went to the same church! 

For those who did not attend, we stood in for you. For those who died or moved away, we named how you live on in us. 
Now we move to smaller groups to invite each member of Highland to help discern where we are being led. Please take part when invited. Every voice 

matters. Every view will be considered and, when it seems right to the community, incorporated into our collective vision. 
Visioning is about more than keeping Highland ship-shape for the coming few years. Highland is called to embody the values and vision of Jesus of 

Nazareth in Louisville, Kentucky in 2017 and beyond. 
Highland has remained steadfast through World Wars, protests, civil rights movements, and Baptist battles. Our present context is both demoralizing 

as well as instructive. Half-truths, vitriol, greed, and claims to privilege are rampant today, and to be clear: I am not referring to a particular political group. 
I’m speaking of a spirit of fear which permeates most conversations. 

Fear takes at least three forms: fear of strangers; fear of scarcity; and fear of shame. Can you think of other forms fear takes? And no, it doesn’t have to 
start with an “s.” 

In such a context, what is God calling Highland to be and do? How are we being mobilized to embody sacred love while addressing the world’s fear? 
Visioning requires listening. We cannot envision what we have not first “seen” in our hearts and minds. We cannot discern a vision for Highland    

without first listening deeply to the wordless Word which waits to fill each open heart.  
Would you consider adopting a time each day to bring Highland in 2017 to your mind, and then to LISTEN for God’s wordless Word to speak in  

your depths?  
We will explore how to develop “Listening Hearts” during the upcoming season of Lent. 
Visions are always partial, incomplete, fuzzy, subject to the changing contexts of our lives. But vision provides sacred direction in the maze of            

competing paths being proposed.  
May we see what is ours to see.  


EmpowerWest, our black and white faith coalition, believes proposed legislation allowing unlimited charter schools will be severely detrimental to   

the poorest of our population. There are other, more just options to improve public schools.  If you are a public school teacher, or if you are interested in 
joining this bipartisan concern for all of our children, please contact me. So far, I’ve identified 47 current or former teachers at Highland.  ~ Joe 

Weekend Services 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Matthew 5:13-26 

 
Joe Phelps, Proclaimer 

 
Anthem:  

Be Thou My Vision 

Vision 20/20 Kick Off a Success 
Words cannot adequately express my gratitude to you, 

the church, for your response to the Vision 20/20 kick-off 
event on Sunday. Your participation and excitement were 
key to this event being a success and we had a little over 
500 Highland members present! It was a beautiful sight to 
see the church gathered as we worshipped together. We are 
excited to continue the process as we listen and hear your 
dreams for the future through your Bible study classes, 
Ministry Groups, and other gatherings which have started 
this week. Many thanks to Renee Purtlebaugh and Linda 
Campbell, as well as the volunteers who organized and led 
our children that day. Thanks also to the tireless and inspired work of the Vision 20/20 team.  

If you are not connected with a Bible study class or a Ministry Group, we invite you to participate on   
either Tuesday, February 21, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Commons, or Sunday, March 5, 10:30 a.m.-noon,     
on the stage in Fellowship Hall. Childcare will be provided on Tuesday, February 21, with a reservation.  
Please contact Nina at nina@hbclouisville.org if you require childcare. 

Habitat for Humanity 
Join us for our annual tradition of building the “Baptist Habitat House” here in Louisville. This unique multi-church project, begun in 1998, offers   

you the opportunity to join with fellow Louisville Baptists while constructing a home for a deserving neighbor. 
This year, we will build the home for and alongside Tamra Dale, a 35-year-old single mother of three teenagers. She writes to the future worksite         

volunteers, “Thank you! God bless you all. This would not be possible without your help.” 
We need volunteers for two of the initial 3 work days. If you would like to volunteer for this “raise the roof” period, please designate your availability 

for either: 
 THURSDAY, March 2 or 
  SATURDAY, March 4—Dedication Day. 
If you would like to volunteer work hours beyond March 4, please indicate that as well. Crews work on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays for    

the following ten weeks. Please contact Becky Martin, Community Volunteer Coordinator, with questions or to sign-up, becky@hbclouisville.org.  
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Please Note: 
Articles for the weekly newsletter should 

be submitted to Andria no later than Monday 
mornings. 

Have you checked out 
our website lately? 

 
Come visit https://hbclouisville.org and 

catch a glimpse into our virtual front door. 

Libation Theology, Thursday, February 9 
Our discussions at Libation Theology during 2017 will be on the topic of “faith formation.” For the 

purpose of our discussions this year, “faith formation” is understood as “learning a way to live in all areas 
of life in relationship to God.” Our topic this month is about worship. Some of the questions we will discuss are: What does worship 
mean to you and what forms can worship take? What do you experience in worship that informs or shapes your faith?  How does 
music with words, hymns or secular songs, give voice to your faith or mold your faith? 

Please join us on February 9, at 6:30 p.m., as we share our faith and a meal together. All are invited to join us in the loft area       
at Molly Malone’s in St. Matthews (the corner of Shelbyville Road and Breckinridge Lane), and feel free to bring a friend.                 
No reservation required. 

We will have a time of fellowship, libation and food, from 6:30 until 7:00, and our discussion will be from 7:00 until 8:00.          
For more information, please contact Nina Maples, Lance Springs or Becki Streif. 

 
Wednesday Classes for Adults 

Responding Justly to Systemic Racism. Commons. Lauren Jones Mayfield and Nancy Goodhue. 
Re-Thinking the Traditional Vision of God. Choir Room. Dr. Frank Tupper. 
Transgender Affirmation 101 & 102. Fellowship Hall, Stage. Joanna Morse and Bojangles Blanchard. 
 

ASL Classes Continue 
The sign language classes started before the first of the year will continue on Monday evenings on the stage in Fellowship Hall 

from 6:30-7:30. The classes will be held each Monday starting February 13-March 20. Marvella Sellers will be working with the 
group, and there will be a guidebook you will need to purchase. Information about that resource will be shared at the class.  

 

Thursday Adult Bible Study (TABS) 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.”  Mercy, mercy! How many times have you expressed that desire? How 

many times have you received mercy? Come to TABS this Thursday, February 9, and let’s talk about how mercy has made a differ-
ence in our lives. We will gather in the Commons from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to study this fifth beatitude from Matthew 5. Bring a 
Bible, lunch (or not), and we will pursue Jesus’ saying as we search for strength to walk the faith journey. 

 

Vision 20/20 Children’s Space Supplies Can Be Picked Up 
Thank you so much for allowing us to borrow items for our children’s space during last weekend’s 

Vision 20/20 event!  All items that have not yet been picked up are available for pickup in room 205 
during office hours Monday, February 6, through Wednesday evening programming, February 8. 

 Many thanks for making our Vision 20/20 experience come to life for all ages! 
 
Summer Camp Registration Coming Soon 

It is hard to imagine on these rainy, February days that summer is just around the corner. And yet, it’s that time again—time to 
register your child(ren) for Vacation Bible School Camp (completed K-3rd grade) and PASSPORTkids! (completed 4th-5th grade). 
Mark the dates below in your calendar and information will be coming soon including registration forms, initial deposit amounts 
and how to sign up 
 
Teacher Appreciation Month in February 

Join us in February as we find ways to honor all teachers at Highland, and specifically the teachers who guide and nurture your 
children in faith each week through Bible study, music, and mission. We invite you to purchase a heart to honor teachers past and 
present. All monetary gifts collected will be applied toward our Building Love campaign! There will be an opportunity to purchase a 
heart after the 8:30 and 11:00 services on February 12 and 19. You may want to consider other ways to show your appreciation for our 
children’s teachers. For example, your family might choose to make homemade cards for your child’s teachers, write a song or a po-
em or create a piece of beautiful artwork. Use your imagination as you think on how to honor the teachers in our midst. On the 
final Sunday of the month, the Families with Children Ministry Group will honor all of our teachers in a unique way.    

The best part—you have an entire month to express your gratitude! A class list of teacher names will be available on the tables 
in the Preschool and Children’s Commons on the 2nd floor. If you have any questions, contact Renee (renee@hbclouisville.org). 
 
“Becoming Like Christ” Gathering for 4th and 5th Grade Students 

Beginning Sunday, February 19, through Sunday, March 26, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Highland’s 4th and 5th grade students are invited 
to attend a gathering that will focus on what it looks like to live our lives as Christ followers. Many children have begun to ask good 
questions about choosing to be a Christ follower and baptism, and this gathering will allow children to explore alongside their peers 
to explore what following Christ in our daily lives can look like as well as to have the safe space to ask some of the hard questions 
that come up in that conversation. There will also be an important component for students to work on at home with their families 
each week. Please note that it is important to attend all 6 sessions. RSVP to Renee Purtlebaugh (renee@hbclouisville.org) by 
Wednesday, February 15, if you plan for your child to join us.	

Theology on Tap 
We are meeting the second Thursday of the month in February so that everyone can attend the 

Empower West book club. So on February 9, at 6:00 p.m., we will gather at our usual spot at Molly 
Malone’s on Baxter Avenue to talk about Ordinary Time. Look for the Facebook invite next week. 
Invite your friends and remember that according to the late pop-theologian Benjamin Franklin,  
“Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy.” 
 
New Young Adult Bible Study…THIS SUNDAY! 

Guthrie Graves-Fitzsimmons will guide this new class in Room 122 (off the Commons) during the 9:30 hour on Sunday 
mornings. The class will focus on how the Biblical narrative features normal people wrestling with big questions in their own times 
and lives. In turn, class members will have a springboard to jump into conversation about the big questions in our time and lives. 
Think this: ancient story bumping into contemporary pop-culture in the form of politics, music, film, and theater.  

Life is good in the youth world. Had a fun Super Bowl Party on Sunday, the highlight of which was 
the creation of another Shiny Bean. Inside joke. 

Two important things going on… Sex Abuse/Healthy Relationships Curriculum and House Party. 
Sex Abuse/Healthy Relationships Curriculum starts this Wednesday, February 8, during   

normal Youth Group time (6:00-7:15 p.m.). The curriculum is scheduled to last four weeks and will be 
led primarily by Nina Maples and Sally Evans, both of whom are trained and certified in these areas. Nina is leading this week and 
she will cover “Defining Sex Abuse”, “What to Do If You or Someone You Know is Abused”, and “Unequal Power, Shame and Lack 
of Trust”. Unfortunately, too many people in our society experience some form of abuse so we want to ensure our youth are 
equipped with the facts – how to prevent sex abuse; keep themselves and others safe; and help, honor and respect others—delivered 
by caring, competent professionals. We encourage all of our youth—young men and women—to participate. As we all know, this is 
a huge topic. We can’t begin to cover it all, but we hope this will be a good tool to help start some conversations. Before the end of 
the sessions, we will provide youth and parents with materials they can use to discuss these important topics as a family. We went 
out on a bit of a limb with this and it has truly been inspiring to receive the amount of positive feedback we have received. Yet         
another reason to be proud to be a Highlander. 

House Party is set for February 24-26. If you or your youth plan to go, please tell Mac ASAP. He is ordering t-shirts Thursday 
morning, February 9. Curriculum is going to be great. Perry Dixon, our soon-to-be new Associate Pastor for Youth and Their       
Families, is leading it. We’re having all of the favorites—video scavenger hunt and time with Perry for Juniors and Seniors—in a new 
location and with a new application of mission work. A Sign-Up Genius will be going out—if it hasn’t already—to let people know 
how they can help us ensure this event is as good and positive as always. 

In other news … Perry is starting on/about February 20. We have our High School Mission Trip parking fundraiser March 11 
in the parking lot out back. Will need signs and volunteers to bring people in. John Gribbins and Ron Smith are leading the effort 
but need youth at the entrances to wave signs and snag customers. If you are a high schooler, it would be really great if you could 
help with this fundraiser. 

Around Highland... 
... The Highland Book Club will meet on 
Sunday, February 26, 6:00 p.m., in room 103, 
to discuss “Flavors from Home: Refugees in 
Kentucky Share Their Stories and Comfort 
Foods” by Aimee Zaring. This month, we are 
pleased to announce  that the author will join 
in our discussion. Everyone is invited! 

Highland’s Word 
To Our Community 
... on NPR: … seeking the Sacred Vision     
for living in harmony with all of creation. 
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   Goal: $1,800,000.00 
   Total pledged: $1,601,892.00 
   Paid this week: $722.00 
   Total paid to date: $1,373,049.00 

Weekly Financial Report January 29, 2017 (4 weeks) 

 
Weekly 

Requirement 
Receipts 

This Week 
YTD 

Requirements 
YTD 

Receipts 
YTD 

Over/Under 

Contributions  $21,997.30   $14,417.67   $87,989.20   $86,561.84  ($1,427.36) 

Other Income  $664.60  $402.50  $2,658.40 $2,777.50 $119.10 

Total  $22,661.90   $14,820.17   $90,647.60  $89,339.34  ($1,308.26) 

This Week 
at Highland 

Tuesday, February 7 
Emma Leachman Women’s Group (103) ............... 4 p.m. 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
G.R.O.W. #1 (103) ....................................................... 6 p.m. 
Highlights Dessert (Off-site) ...................................... 7 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 8 
Fellowship Supper (FH) ................................... 5:20-6 p.m. 
Children’s Activities ........................................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Group (Youth Commons) .................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Adult Class—Re-Thinking the Traditional Vision 

of God (Commons) .................... 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Responding Justly to Systemic 

Racism (FS) .................................. 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Adult Class—Transgender Affirmation 101 & 

102 (FH Stage) ............................ 6:10-7:10 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal (Choir Room) 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Thursday, February 9 
TABS (Commons) ............................................... 11:30 a.m. 
Theology on Tap (Off-site) ......................................... 6 p.m. 
Libation Theology (Off-site) ................................ 6:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ..................................... 7 p.m. 
Back Door Group (FH) ............................................... 8 p.m. 

Friday, February 10 
Men of Highland Gathering (FS) .............................. 8 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary) ............................... 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ...................................... 8 p.m. 

Sunday, February 12 
Worship ..................................................................... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship ..................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study ............................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship ......................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Bible Study ................................................................... 11 a.m. 
Worship MG (Commons) ....................................... 12 p.m. 
Justice MG (103) ................................................. 12:30 p.m. 
Orchestra rehearsal (Sanctuary) ....................... 12:30 p.m. 

Monday, February 13 
G.R.O.W. #2 (103) ..................................................... 11 a.m. 
Finance MG (103) ........................................................ 6 p.m. 
Congregational Safety MG (101) .............................. 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 14 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................... 5:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) .................................. 10 p.m. 

This Week’s Deacons 
 
Friday, 7:00 p.m.  
Phillip Garrett (C), Jim McBee 
 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.  
Phillip Garrett, Vicki Runnion, 
Gene Streible (G), Tyler Swim (C) 
 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.   
David Bannister (G), Phillip Garrett, 
Allison Keenan, Jim McBee (C) 
 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.   
Terri Connolly (G), Dana Connor-Israel (C), 
John Foster, Kim Shippey 

Adults: $5.00     Children 4-8: $2.50      Max per family: $15.00 
 
Reminder:   If you have a reservation you are responsible 
to pay for it. Cancellations must be made no later than noon 
the Tuesday before your reservation. You may also contact the 
church office to make your reservations/cancellations. 

  Wednesday Night Menus 

February 8 
Spaghetti 
Meatballs 
Bread 
Salad 
Dessert 

February 15 
Breakfast Items 
Dessert 

 Upcoming Events at Highland 

February 9 Theology on Tap 
February 12 New Young Adult Class Begins 
February 24-26 Youth House Party 
February 26 Highland Book Club 
March 1 Ash Wednesday Service 
March 2 Theology on Tap 
March 7 Annual Joint Meeting of the Global 

Missions Groups 

Praying for others is a way to care for someone. When we pray for others, we offer them a piece 
of ourselves, our energy, and our heart. Prayer is an expression of love.   

During Friday Church, the congregation writes down their prayers or spiritual concerns. These 
prayers are shared with those who would like to pray for these individuals. Most of these prayers   
involve: praying for their brothers and sisters in Christ to stay on the right path, praying for others     
or themselves to be strengthened by the Spirit and grounded in love, and/or praying for friends and 
family that are consumed in addiction or “out in the madness” to comprehend and accept God’s abundant love. 

If you would like to receive the “Friday Church Prayer List” and pray for those who are in need of spiritual blessings; 
please email Becky Smith. 

Postcard Party THIS Sunday 
Stop by the Justice Ministry Group table in the Commons this Sunday, February 

12, between worship services to write a note to a legislator about your concerns during 
the first 100 days of the new administration. We’ll provide the postcards, and you bring 
your strong voice and passion for democracy! 

We will have volunteers there to help, and feel free to share with your friends— 
this certainly isn’t limited to Highland folks. 

 
Circle of Love 

Last Friday, members from Highland joined with the Kentucky Council of Churches 
and several other local parishes at the Islamic Center to form the “Circle of Love.” This 
prayer circles stretched around the exterior perimeter of the mosque while our Muslim 
friends were inside for their mid-day prayer service. After, all enjoyed food and conversation 
together. We give thanks for this opportunity to congregate with our neighbors in ways that 
uplift and celebrate our differences. 

 
Join True Colors and Fairness Campaign in Frankfort 

Friends, with the new Kentucky and White House administrations, the fight for LGBT equality has 
never been more pressing. In Kentucky, LGBT people can still be fired from a job, denied a place to live,      

or kicked out of a restaurant. 
The governor and the majority of lawmakers in Frankfort believe that LGBT folk and their allies can’t mobilize like 

others to demand their rights. They are wrong. Join us in Frankfort for this very important Fairness Lobby Day on 
Wednesday, February 15. 

We’ll have a brief training on how to lobby at 9 am. Next, we’ll visit our State Representatives and share our         
concerns for LGBT equality moving forward.  Lastly, at 1:30 p.m., rally with us for Statewide Fairness Law SB63 and 
against anti-LGBT laws HB105, HB106, & HB141! For those of you who attended the advocacy workshop at Crescent 
Hill Baptist last week, this is your chance to take action. 

Please remember Dr. King’s words in his final speech galvanizing folk behind the 1968 Sanitation Workers’ Strike  
in Memphis, “Now let me say as I move to my conclusion that we’ve got to give ourselves to this struggle until the end. 
Nothing would be more tragic than to stop at this point. We’ve got to see it through. And when we have our march,     
you need to be there. If it means leaving work, if it means leaving school, be there. Be concerned about your brother.  
You may not be on strike, but either we go up together or we go down together. Let us develop a kind of dangerous       
unselfishness.” LGBT folk need that kind of dangerous, unselfish advocacy now more than ever. 

The Facebook event is posted on Highland’s page and the Young Adults page with more information. If you have 
questions or concerns don’t hesitate to reach out to me at TrueColorsHBC@gmail.com or Lauren Jones Mayfield at 
laurenjm@hbclouisville.org. Gratefully,  ~ Rev. Bojangles 

 
World Justice Day—February 20 

Highland’s Justice Ministry Group invites you to an ecumenical gathering hosted by Sowers of Justice at Crescent 
Hill Baptist Church on Monday, February 20, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Cost is $5. A few of the organizations who will be 
present are Muslim Americans for Compassion, Peace Catalyst, KY Refugee Minsitries, Global Human Project, Ameri-
cana, LSURJ Faith, LaCasita, and others. This will be an opportunity to eat together, share interests, mobilize, and form 
connections around justice and peace. Please contact Doug Lowry for further information.  

 
Rallies and More 

As we continue to offer loving witness and demand justice in the days ahead, know that as a church we will do       
our best to follow our internal processes, procedures that were created to keep us safe and centralized on our mission. 
Further, we will uphold the federal law that is for churches and political engagement. 

We are not assuming that all of us are of like mind on all of the issues that are in the news right now. And yet, we  
will also not shy away from the urgency and convictions that demand a faith-based response. If you have any questions 
or interest, please contact me or one of the leaders of our mission ministry groups, Carolyn King, Allison Keenan,      
Robert Kahne, and Roy Fuller. 

I am so thankful for the hope that we offer to one another and our world on this,       
our common path. Love,  ~ Lauren Jones Mayfield 

 
Yard Signs Still Available 

As part of our continued outreach to all those in our community, we are offering for 
purchase this welcome sign with a message in several languages. We join this effort with 
our sister church, St. Williams. If you are interested in buying one of these yard signs for 
$10, please contact Becky Martin at becky@hbclouisville.org. 

Cream of the Crop Trip, Friday, February 24 
Cream of the Crop is a group, retirement age and above, that gathers monthly. Our activities range from pot-lucks to trips 

to local places of interest. 
We hope you will join us on Friday, February 24, for lunch at the Bristol followed by a tour of the 100 Great Courier-

Journal Photographs exhibit at the Frazier History Museum, in which our own Bill Luster is featured. Bill will be joining us to 
give us a tour of the photographs! RSVP to Joey Eubank at (502) 896-4142 by Wednesday, February 22,  if you plan to attend. 
We will meet in the church parking lot at 11:30 a.m. and carpool downtown.  


