
 

2016 HBC FALL YOUTH RETREAT INFO SHEET 

 
It is time at Highland for our annual Fall Youth Retreat! This weekend retreat draws us closer to the heart of God and to each 
other as a community. We hope that all of our youth will be able to attend this important retreat! 
 
WHO: HBC’s Middle School & High School Youth & Their Friends 

 
Friends are welcome to join us!  They will need to turn in the same paperwork due October 30 to reserve spot. 

 
WHAT: Fall Youth Retreat 2016 
 
WHEN: November 18 - 20 

 
Leaving:  All participants need to be in Highland’s back parking lot at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 18 
Returning:  We will return to Highland’s back parking lot by 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 20 

 
WHERE: Aldersgate Retreat Center in Eastern Kentucky 
 
2016 THEME: Fire & Stars 

 
In Genesis, Abraham is incredulous at what God has promised to him and to Sarah------ so God said to 
him in the night, ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’  
Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’  
  
We are those stars in the night sky------the descendants of Abraham; the ones promised. 
  
So part of our retreat is aimed at excavating and embracing who we are as individuals------knowing that 
we are precisely as God created us, loved and called to love ourselves. 
  
But, we are not alone------we are not some distant burning light millions of miles from the nearest one 
like us. 
  
In the New Testament, John the Baptist, he of the locusts and honey, the voice crying out in the wilderness, speaks of the 
one coming to unite us: 
  
‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’  
  
The fire of the Holy Spirit, because of Jesus, is intertwined in the very fibers of our being, the new being with which we 
emerge from the waters of our baptism.  The movement of the Holy Spirit is difficult for us to think about and talk about------
it seems foreign, magical and strange, in many ways. 
  
And yet, reclaiming the language of the Holy Spirit opens us to the idea that although we are individuals, and although our 
calling is our own, we are united by our answer to the One who is calling. When we find our places, individually, among our 
community of faith, in all our intricacies and imperfections, we may also find that together, as with flint and kindling and 
stone, we ignite------aflame with the love of God. 
 
So this November, we explore Fire and Stars------discovering who God is calling us to be. 
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HOW MUCH: $100 to cover retreat costs. 
 

Your payment of $100 is due to Mac by Sunday, October 30 to secure your spot. If you are need of scholarship money, 
please turn in the enclosed scholarship application by October 30.  Checks should be made payable to Highland Baptist 
Church. 

 
DEADLINE TO REGISTER:  Sunday, October 30 
 
WHAT TO BRING 

 
o Pillow and Bedding for Bunk Beds (Linens and Blanket or Sleeping Bag) 
o Towels 
o Personal Items (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo) 
o Warm Clothing to be outside 
o At least two pairs of shoes (one that could get dirty) 
o Shower sandals 
o Flashlight 
o Bible 
o Pen or pencil 
o Snacks to share... Guys need to bring a 2-Liter of Soda and Girls need to bring a snack 

 
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU: 

 
o By October 30, sign up by turning in:  

o Your registration form and Release form, signed by a parent/guardian and youth 
o Your $100 payment. 

 
o By November 13: Turn in the following: 

o Aldersgate Retreat’s own release form (included) 
o An up-to-date notarized Medical Release Form. NOTE: Many of our previous medical release forms have 

expired for the year. If you filled out one this summer, there is a chance it is still valid.  Speak with Mac to 
determine if a new one is needed. This one will last through the rest of the school year and summer (expiring in 
September 2017). 

 
If you have any questions as you prepare to send your youth to the Fall Youth Retreat, please email Mac 
(Mac@HBCLouisville.org) or call the office (502.451.3735).  If you need to reach Mac during the weekend, please contact 
me on my cell phone (502.836.7877). 
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